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te} Miniiters as lig bts tn the face of the peo- 

ple to ſhine in dot; ing, and praiiice, but 

"#, alſo ihat the examples of their lies ſhould 
*e-tendto their ſufferings as will as to their 

common converſations. God therefore above all others 
exerciſes them in aff tions and by hands on al ſides, 
that they, which are next to Chriſt the bead of bis 
Church, might be the mot like, and conformable unto 
bim , and ibis not for themſehyes alone, but for the 
Churches ſake, for whom alone they are what they art; 
{4 ba: ing by all wayes taught them tha: they might fo 
erathothers, Pau! preacheth much out of his affiifions 
to ell Churches and perſons in particular z and our S4- 
viour exjoyns this ow Peter. Luke 22.32, Strengthen, 
non oratione canrnm, wap pt Te diſcipulo;ſed 
exhortationr, Nc, tt Apoitius;ut fraterlapſus, &e. 
Nat by prayers and !nterceſs10n; only, as Thave inter- 
ceded t thee my diſciple and member ; but by experi- 


mpntal obſeruations a4 exbertations gathered out of 
thy ſtverall conditions : and indeed then is truth maſt 
ſavory to the Preacher and hearer, then fesſondble; ana 
—, efſefiuall , when we ſet onr ſeals, to the cer- 
t. *: 
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| Orman Neacger, | 

147 yet more unworthy and weak did be bide any thing 
the Counctllof God from his people revealed to him 
bis word or works ; or ſhould be not exerciſe aud: 
improve bis improvements for his Charch , or ſhould 
be hide a talent ſo precious and refined, or ſhould he 
not bring forth ſome more full and ſeaſonable fruit by 
his prunings 45 mell as his manureings, and if this 
frait prove pleaſant, «ud bealtng to thee, as to him, 
beth may magnifie that gracious and overruling” 5h ill 
and wiſdom of the Almighty Fathay , that beyond the 
intentions of Satan , or carpall mes ſhould produce 
ſuch eminent good qut of ſuch deſperate evils : And if 
this contribute to the gaod but of one Chriſtian, he ſhall 


0 Ligſpra ſar, make uſe of ithgt of his 4utbor » FLONec labi &er (are 


non pole ſolum fatcor,ſed debere : :t beboved him, 
theugh rat Iecame him to orres it was good for him, 
that he was a(flifigd , it wes good for thee, that be of- 
- It concerns him therefore, Chriſtian reader , nhg 
beth been enlightened tz the Kingdem of Chrift , and 
hath bean poriaker of the ſufferings of that Kingdam 
aw tbeſs lote ſydtimes, fe 4equeint thee with the oc 
=, bie moving, 418: the reaſm of the manners 
wr M108 « | 
The da of it is ta.diſcbarge bis duty in refe- 
venee torky ſaety, which be Aefiret to 6 with the (ov 
unde, andſwler afefcon in 65 wb of "yl w" 
cea/pt4ahs gucher expets 19 be caft 08 bir bring once 
of oncber judgement i 49 fhat 1" 4p) relpell be wonld 
labour to repreach, or cenſure any diſſentrag brother, 


ut incbe Spicit f 9b ts x 4, WAKE (8 
164. V \ 


Tothe Chriſtian Readefr. 
biſcech bim from what is written, and by bis example 
ts retarn into sſeund andgquiett mind: its Gods mer- 

to brat thee on other mens backs, and to bold their 
jobs to thy feet 5 whereto' as to the hand of God the 
author not only willingly ſabmits, but ts thankful that 
he is a (6 vant of thine: and therefore be that bluſbed 
at the Commiſsion , olerys in the diſcovery of his 2#- 
firmitres, | 
Such was hi evil as to over look and ſligot Giuerns 
ment 1n the hands of perſons , that might miſcarry in 
the obtatning or managing of their power : for Govern- 
ment flil remains an Ordinance of God, and requires 
due and lawfull obedience , as t'ourmayft read at large 
inthe treatiſe, It mas the infirmt'y if David to fret 
and be pertijbly affefied to ſee perſons ungodly (17 
judgement or pradiiice) to flouriſh in au uninterrupted 
peace wedith & bonourcit becomes ſuch whoſe judoments 
varie from them (yet not able undoubtedly to ſparch 
forth the wayer of Goas judgements) qunetly to waite, |i: 
God will ſpeak : to ſtand ft#f axd be ſtill, of they 
mean to ſee bis ſalvation : and ſave it Is, that a ſoft and 
lingring hope with a firm faith opens 10 the fruition of 
promiſes. St. Hierom. Seat ing tothat of Ter.: g.rs, 
Ithink toward you thonghts of peace : therefore 
pray for peareur dens captivitatis fine, & patientia 
prefenciom laborhm ſen ſpem farurorum. That 7 
the Lord might give'ending to your captivity, and in 
the mean time patrente under your preſent bondages, 
and bopes for future ba neſs: God prepares for mer. 
cies ty ſuch gracious difpofiiions; ant thou ſees that be 
that makes the moſt baſt "is ofis th#furtbeſt of : an 
bence' it followes, that this inpatient ani boiling paſ- 
B 2 
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þ Chron, , 


and 19.cap, 


To the' Chriſtian Reader. 
fonputs 4 man upon an inconfiderate compliance and 
confederacy with ungodly perſons , to oppoſe that Go- 
vernment they ſo maligne, of whoſe ngodlineſs the wn- 
ceſſant ſerves of providences eminently exerciſed 
wainſt them m'ght much convince thee and cau!10nate 
þ ( a5 1t ſhould bave done the author) that 1594 aſſo- 
ciate not with them, leaſt the ſam? juigement match 
over thee, as it hath donethem: this was t'e failing of 
Jehoſhipbat, whom God ſuffered to joyn with and of- 
ff thewicked Ahab, an hater of the faithful, a mau 
given by himſelf to ſin, and given by the Lord to judge. 
ment:for which afterwaras be was ſharply reproved and 
then had like to have faln under the ſame curſe by bis 
wnadvyiſed conjuntion, 

And according to the nature of theſe the Anthors 
finfull prafiices, did Ged prepare and proportion bys 
troubles as for the material part of 1s afſ(;$1ons, they 
Pere 4i0t [o great in themſe/Ves,a5 11: the [erice of them 
which could not contain ſuch weight, (uch bitterneſs, 
axd pinching ſtraightneſſe, but 1: muſt ariſe from the 
flopping of the dayly confluence and ſupply of Irength 

om the Lord, And beiice oftentimes Lecame his 
| eart firaightened and ſhut up towards God in bis 
greateſt neceſ\ities, and bence flowed 11: tumult uoxs con- 
fuſions, that when be would gaiber bis ſoul the cloſeſt to 
Ged ro refreſh himſelf but @ litile, be could not , and 
what be received then was thorew great initermiſcrons ; 
and this way of affls ition 15 x0t uſual xith God to mul. 
tiph bis ſervants troubles, but that the prafiices much 
aiſpleaſed bim : its far better, an ſafer for a Chriſtians 
ſims to be [earched owt by the word, then by afſl Gions ; 
that the conſcience ſbould be more kindly and ſweetly 


apikened 


To the vg 

5 pgs by the voice 0 " then - prove the lights: 
5 and thunders of F40 ire ful correfiions : among, 

al he e waves of God ( beſides iis domeſl icall ſufſer- 
ings \ the author was much toft, yet ſunk not: a3d if 
ſank, be bath left thee, Chriſhiaa reader, this treats/e 
45 the top.maſt of a mine moretroutl:d, then bis per- 
ſon, to teach thee to 2vord thoſe dangerous paſſages of 
life. into which thy weaker, and. l:ſje $kilfull brother 
Lath fala : ana herein be adveriiſedj, {bas thougo no 
affiiftions ariſe but from a ju; t cauſe within ws yet :hou 
takeft heed, leaſt thou appear emin2nily inſirumentall 
therein, that ſs they may attend more glor i045. troad, 
then thy correfiion. Aul while God ts chaſt ii ag rake 
beed then of ſinfull deui tions , an4 prevericattons, 
leaft then thou thicken the cloud wyer the "up of God, 
by the light of whoſe preſence, thou muſt then be guided 
and ſupported,auleſje tneuitably thou periſheft tn them. 


And as thou ſhouldeft net ſuffer as 43.euil doer, fo take 
beed thow falleſt not 11:10 the [ame [nare with evil doers, 
walk worthily before them, but Fave no tellawſbip with 
them, naik not inthe r way, ſu not in their cauncels, 
Were jeLE ent pes of them that ave 1r authority , 


whether their power be original , or derived : whatſo- 
ever theiy power be,and wh 'oſoever bath the adminiſira. 
tion thereof obſerv God tn in (as bers inal things, 
8:4 mo e apparen 4) tn ſuch ) w/ ereby it may b ſanti- 
fied unto tire. thou mayſt glorifie God tn it 1, love the 
Governers, pray for t';m, fludy their rok and b: 
able to appeale 0 thy eart for approverent of t'e 
fincerity of thy de'ires heret« ;, ſuch a diſpoſition is no 
x ebo,ora'l then comforteble. Lay down the ſpiritu- 
lneape.s of 4 /infull » ING pride govetouſneſſe, 
9 3 mM 


revenge; hy 10 inp Ne adi rt the 
c, Sween (0ns, out cannot 
ruin, or difquiet -decariges z its « moſt vain thing 
for two parties to ſtrive for ſuperivity, to raiſt fo7ios 
to devide, and arcafion a ſtrife bertunmo , when both 
have deſerued well, better it is to ſuffer injury by au 
equall, then by ftriving to injure both ; which as Saint 
James (4fth, ariſes from, and nouriſhes our lufts only, 
: of Wn, m IR, wy 
ng two cocks fight moſt earneſtly for life and death, 
fald O18 eee fo bouſhold "Kor 5 Desr country, 
parents, children, nor friends, (ed ne alter ab altero 
ſuperetur : that one might not be above another ; aud 
thus it is with many mes, though otherwiſe be thety pre- 
tences : Ambition, Self-intereſt , Maliciouſneſſe , arg 
never good x5 cauſes, direffors, or ends : nay its ſafe, 
boneft,onr duty ſometrmes . (where 1! may ſtand with a 
d'conſtience \ ro let fall the right of one ſi18,'rathe7 
Tem to-endanger the ſafty and right of all: an here. 
mm Chriſtian reader, thou ſeeft the occafion roſtretch ou? 
i ſelf as much to thee, as to the author , ns for thy 
ſake, and for thoſe ends he writes rhis ſmall ireatiſt for 
ther; which the God of peace make uſefull to thee, 

AT to the manner of bu writing; its ſomewhat Sy. 
floricall and that is moſt apt for diſcourſe, m1; onis ex- 
cmplis edoQi : we loye 10 tread ix others ſteps efprcr- 
ally en dowhtfall, and Jifficult times , we ſt, as of ol1, 
thewhole nation modeling themfeloes in babit pignner, 
language, and Religion into the form of their ſope- 
riors , that if weſbould : o to the moff of people and ck 
Them as Chrift did the Par iſets , whoſe inage and 

1 is this', Mars on your converſation, 
profefffow. tc. 1tmig'traſftly be returned j1s) 


Themiftocles the Governor 
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and,vdy to a wm” 1ncorruptibl;, word , as 
Funke; /16b, and everlaſting law , that. has been in 
all ages x the ſawethat coolich King made aud lrued 
by y of whom the P rimitive Church was 8. ſtyere And 
cloſe follager, 1: have fot \dopn. thoſe thas ars the 
moſt noble ex and worthy patter ves.of :b 65ſap 
Chriſt ine fleſh, and wultituges of Chreit ions who 
were their diſciples alſo ; that ſo thou mayſt ſee tear 
faſbion of of old, wbat was the praiice. and manners of 
ancient C brig lining. uzaer, tex Lioge »"GOwernery, 


4nd all kinds of P1_ Pre” changes of gouern- 
ment, even ſuch as firſt laid the foundation of the 
church ; x firft. OAT in the vingyard of Chriſt, and 


watertd it with their Blood , and al{the blood ſhed ſo 
abundantly fell like oil upon the ground , ſoftly and 
quiethy:tho(7 are theni worthy of our imitation as Heb.2. 
12.1. VWhereforeſceing we alſoare compaſlled, &c. 


Quid prxclarius (ſesth bis author) quam iph 54 
ſtianz Ecclefize quaſi incunabula pervidere, inqui-. 


bus produQa a chriſto , cjas verbo ab Apoſtolis 
nutrita, ſuiſque progreſhonibus uſa, pecerentim 
crevit, venitquead ſurmum quidpulchrius — 
quam illa tempora intueri in quibus Hegeſppprs Ec- 
clefiam caſtam & incorruptam virginem memo- 
rat > Aſſwedly, Chriit ian reader, thou wouldſt deſire 
theſe times to be like them when the Church was in ber 
purity.and the ſpouſe of Chriſt unde filed, herein is pre- 
ſezted ſomewhat of them to thee, for if the author miſ- 
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dev this 40s 

{icol'Cincn, Let fapplications, prayers, %c. Then 
whom we ought to follow none LA greates amb;tion 
and emulation. Andits bis defire, that Magiftrates 
like the bigheft boughs of tbe goodlref7 trees might 
be the moſt fr uitfull, and bowing Thamnfelte down with 


the abundance thereof m T4L Jet fall their ripe ſruits 
into the ſubjeAs lap, who dors ſo plentiful wter ther 


with therr prayers and tears ;, that the Lord accordin [4 
to our deſires would rain down peace and righteoulneſſe 


.thorow' the. Magi /[rate, which we why gratefully re- 
f 


Th herd xds t 


ceive, dud —_—_— employ mprove to the 
Common good 
Who is thine in the Lord, 
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THE 


Chriſtian Subject: 
A Treatiſc Rel Chriſtians to a 


Converſation ſutable to their Calling - 
And 
Reſolving thoſe common ObjeRions 
Hereſy, 
O WV ſurpation, 
[yr anny, 
Breach of Covenants 


I" 


t Tim. 2. 1, 2. 
{ exhort therfore, that firſt of al ,[#pplications,pr 


ers, interceſiions, and giving of thank ks, bee made for 
al men: for Kings, and for all that are in — 


that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
line ſſe and honeſty : for this is good, and acceptab - 4 
the febt, fc. 
CHAP. I. 

- DG A LUwrites theſe two Epiſtles to 
2); Timotby, whom he oft ſalutes with 
dd) che a ellacien of Son ; and this 

firſt Epifile hee writes to Timotby 
zmnelp Twas bis own ſon, as it he was 


naturally begorteti by him 3-8 ſuch cannot po 
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affe&ions mutually ran forth one to another, and 
eſpecially in their affligions when their affeQio- 
nate aſſiſtances and ſeryiccs were ſo great, as if 
they were betwixt father and ſon, Bur he is a 
ſon in a ftirituall ſence, and Paul was ſo his fa- 
ther, not in that common ſence begorten by him 
in the ſecond birth of Regeneration, wherein hee 
ſtiles himſelfe father frequently in other of his E- 
piſtles, and wherein he was a fruicfull parent, fir- 
ing the houſe of God with.a numerous of-ſpring - 
of gracious children; bur ſay in this ſence hee 
was not his father, ir being more then conjeQu- 
rall, that Timatby was a truc Beleceyer before hee 
knew Paul, and that thoſe gracious principles 
and firſt ſeeds of grace were early ſown in him by 
the carefull education & inſtruftion of his pious 
parents, asit appearsby thoſe paſſages of Paulin 
theſe Epiſtles, wherein he in-mindes himof thoſe 
hopeful! Prenges of him from his ripening 1n- 
{a6 ». I piſt; ri 18; Tbir Charge F commit, Ec. 
and inthe 2 Epiſt. r. 5, when Teal{to remembrance 
ec. and 3-15. and that from a obild, ee. But 


he was a fon @ aic4,or «; aſar, to the preaching 
of the Goſpel, and'DoArin of Faith; though a 


Brother and fellow Labourer in the work of the 
Miniſtry with Paul, yet a Son too in the Mimſle- 
rial Office, whom firſt he begot and ſet apart un- 
ta that Calling, as 2 Epiſt. 1,6. Wherefore 1 put 
theeyn remembrante,&c.and having ſo begotten 
| him - 
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him, he accordingly bo. him, ſets him his 
particularcharge, where and over whomhe was 
co exerciſe his gifts, and for which he would call 
him roaccount:and being ſo diſpoſed of, he ſends 
unco him,as his ſonne,theſe Epiſtles z nor only to 
teſtify his paternal affeRion,but his care alſo,thace 
hee might not want ſufficient direQions and en- 


couragements to ſirengthen and enable him how 
he ſhould worthily deport himſelfe in that place, 


like a ſon of Pauls, and a Father in the Church 
whoſe example, & fatherly precepts here are laid 
before him : and in this reſpeQand relation Paul 
writes unto him, as the generall ſcope of the E- 
piſtles evidences o us. And in particular 
Firſt, He propoſes ſome things by way of cauri- 
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On, concerning ſome Falſe-reachers, or ſome 


that would be Teachers, who having found out 
ſome new and curious Doarin, at once would be 
the Inventers and Patrons of ity as alſo concern- 


ing backſliders from the true Faith; and: con- 
cerning ſore-ridden hearers, that could nolons» 


ger endute ſound DoQrine,and of high. witted , 
boaſling, and verball profeſſors, that praRiſed 
and profeſſed themſelves polemical, critical, and 
much hiſtoricall in Divinity, as you may read in 
the beginoing of this Epiſtle, and ſeverall other 
touches ſprinkled up and down the Epiſtles, 
Secondly, Hee preſcribes ſome poſitive Rules 
by way of InjunRion, and Exhortation,as an A- 


 Poſileand Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, to Timotby a 
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Jt = 
Servant to the ſame Maſter, and in the ſame 
Work. And 

Firſt, this is more generall : charging/him to 
Conſtancy and Courage, verſe 18. chap. 1. This 
Charge &c.— that thou mightefl,&'c. be as a fiour 
Souldier in this thy Calling general and parrticu- 
lar, both being ſo much for the glory of Chriſt, 


asa Chriſtian, as a Miniſter, No good warfare 
unleſſe it be ad piFforiam, every Chriſtian muſt be 


a Conqueror: Howhe isa Conqueror that is 
conſtant, v. 19. bolding, &fc. he overcomes that 
is not overcome, ſperans—certus de premio, fi 
vpincat, certus ſe vitturum, ſi gerſeveres being ſure 
of reward, if he overcomes and as ſure to oyer- 
come, if hee endures. Hee that ſuffers death for 
me Faith under a Perſccuter, overcomes as well 
as he that converts Souls, deſtroyes the ho!ds of 
Sin and Satan, confutes Hereticks, &c. ſo lor 

as he makes not a voluntary ſhipwrack of Faith 


and a good Conſcience, thorow the windes of 
Hereſy, and- tormes of Perſecution, though ar 


length the bottom ſinke, thatfrail Tabernacle of 
his fleſh bee waſted in the fire, or devoured of 


wilde beaſts, yet he hath fougbe a good fight, hee 
hath warred 4 good warfare. 


Secondly, In this Chapter hee begins to lay 
down more ſpecial and particular diretions how 
he ſhould carry himſelfe in his ſpeciall FunQion, 
asa Miniſter, 1 Exbort therefore, ec. 

In theſc yerſes obſerve, 
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2 Thecircumſtantiall parts 
1 A rational Inference, T berefore. 
2 Of Order, Firſt of all. 


2 The materiall parts, wherein 
x: Theduty laid down in charge expreſſed 


in many words, Supplications, Prayers, &fc. 
2 The SubjeQfor whom this duty is to be 


performed; 
1 Art large, All men. 


2 More ſtrict, For Magiſtrates, and 

them, Xings,or others:all that are,@ye. 
3 The end of this duty, which is three. 
foldz a ſtrong inducement to Prayer, That 


wee, Ec. 
The Arguments to move them hereuns 
to, taken from him to whom wee offcr up theſe 


Prayers, y. 3. Fortkis, &c. And from them for 
whom we do pray, v. 4+ Wbo will bave @fc. 


CHAP LI. 
VVE ſhall firſt explain theſe words diſtinAly, 


then deduce from thence the intended 
conclufions with what plainneſſe and clearneſſe 


wee can. 
1 Of thecircumſiantiall parts ofthis exhorta- 


tion. And 
Firſt, of the inference, Therefore, this word 


cauſech us ro.refle@ on the precedent verſes, 
where they ſeem to haye __ dependency.. The 
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- holy Apoſtle layes on Timothy this charge, that 
he would war «good warfare as a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel, as a good Souldicr of Chriſt, as a Cap- 
rain going before the people, keeping Faith and 
4 good Conſcience: and that he might adyance this 
Goſpel he ought to ſeck the peace, and proteQi- 
on of it, that ſo he might proſper in this his War- 
fare; and that he might not only preſerve him- 
ſelfe, but by bis Miniflry enlarge the Territories 
of Chriſt, increaſe in his work, and gather upon 
the adverſarics of it; and that he might 110k only 
keep a good Conſcience undchled in himfelfe, bur 
in his place diſcharge it arighr, he exhorts him in 
the publick Office of the Miniſtry, in their publick 
meetings ſor Prayer.Preaching and Diſpenſation 
of any Ordinances belonging to his Calling, to 
pray jor all men, &'c. 1 E xbort thee therefore. 

2 Of the circumſtance of Order, avs nr mw'my 
Firft of all. 

W hich Firſt,if it hath reference eo theOrder of 
Pauls direQions and precepts, then it ſignifies 
Pauls ſpecial care of this Duty,that it might nor 
be negleQed,or ſlightly performed, but ſets it in 
the front of all, Firſt of all, as if Paul ſhould re- 
quire Timoiby to have a chicfe regard and care 
hereto. 

Secondly, if it hath reference to this very Ex- 
hortation irſelfe, then it ſets forth unto us 

1, The excellency of theDuty, chat ir is a chief 
cy » and aboveali things bowever, negleR not 
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s The ſcaſon of irs performance, begin wich 
this, Firfl of all in your meetings take your begin- 
ning from God, ſeek to him by prayer,reſtify your 
dependencies on him, andall your references un- 
to him; and amongſt others pray for thoſe men. 
Timothy a publick perſon in his publick Office 
muſt pray for publick perſons, and all perſons; 


not to exclude other ſcaſons,bue then principally, 
for thena Miniſter of the Goſpel in Chriſts ſtead 
isto imitate Chriſt the high Prieſt of all as the 
Prieſts under the Law did prefigureand type our 
Chriſt herein, cujus efi munus ocrplyyy. vaiy $7 14d 
aned «rmpdrer, Whoſe Office ic was to offer for the 
Errors, and ignorances of the people ; Prayer 
now being our ſacrifice, wee muſt offer for them 
unto God in Chriſt. 

Prayer then is of an ancient inſtitution, under 
Law and Goſpel : it is an Ordinance of contiun- 


ance till our prayers ſhall be turned into praiſes, 
our wiſhes ineo fruicions, and reſemblances into 


reall participations.in the preſence of God, and 
of the amb. Abel beganwith ſacrifice, wherein 
was the prayer of his heart; Timotby muſt begin 
with Prayer, which is the ſacrifice of the heare, 
Prayer alſo muſt introduce all our works; as in 
publick duties, wee eſpecially come.in Gods pre- 
ſence both in the intention and preparation of 
the heart, and inthe promiſe of God,ſo byprayer 
we are brought ſtil nearer roGod,and God to us ; 
and makes usas fit-to-entertain God into! us, as- 
by FS | God 


4. BS TERESA 
God ready to beſtow himſelfe, or any mercy (ſu- 
table to that Ordinance in hand) upon us :. qus 
bene orat, bene laborat, he that prayes well, ſhall 
ſpecd wel: he that ſets on his buſineſs with prayer 
hath already done the beſtpart of ir. Wee muſt 
therefore firſt pray, then preach ; firſt pray, then 
ſtudy, firſt pray then hear, &c, Prayer is the ge- 
nerall preface to all our aRions, and as Chriſt 
ecacheth us to pray thus, Paul bids us to pray this; 
ro put up, or make ſupplications, prayers, &+- 
Wherein is expreſſed 
x The duty ir ſelf enjoyned, exprefled in four 
words, Supplications, Prayers, Interceſsions, and 
giving of Thanks. Some would have theſe words 
ſynonimous,others to be particularly fignificant, 
and ſurely they may have the latter ſence,and car- 


ry with them ſeverall DireQions, or in generall 
include the method of Prayer. 


Supplications; the word Aious ſignifies wants as 
well as ſupplications, Judas! ov, fo ew ble, fo 
that by {upplicarion you may underſtand des» 
precation againſt cvils incumbent or imminent, 


the prayers of a neceſſitated perſon ſor the remo- 
val or prevention of cvils ſpiritual or temporal], 
feared or felt, | 

Ilpnewxac, Prayers, you may underſtand them 
for petitions for good ſpirituall, or remporall, 
fs ivxlw, accordingto a mans Wiſh, ſuch asare 
promiſed of God, and could be wiſhed for of our 


ſelves, as conducing to our happineſſes os they 
are 


a - 


ot oy (WIE 7 - hes i hs 

_ y oY & + $5 þ. 4 F-: Y "Of _” * bs p f * 74 £ v Eo "i y p Et, F - * z 4 : jo b . : 

"WEE * » vs . 43 i " Y d _ : bye A "s 2 # %. "s- g o ta - > 
G x To 3- 5 F % "1 - - hs 6 - " , " 'T KL : 4 mY . y * 


% 
* *. of 
wo b, 
"4 


are defirers for the reſtoring of good things loſt, 


a continuance of preſent good, or confluence of 


o 


more good. 

'ervte,, Imterceſitons, or intermediating 
prayers, which more properly are pur up for o- 
thers,'and ſo all theſc ſeveral kinds of prayers are 
interceſſions : yet ir ſignifies more, prayers of fer. 
vency and familiarity, when we are moſt inward 
and bo!d with God, cxpoſtulating: and pleading 
with him, which uſually is more for others then 
our ſelves, cither for pardon, or the removing 
of ſome miſlcry. 

EVxaz1126 T bankggivings,arcrurning of mercics 
by the ſame mouthand heart that beggedthemz 
which is commonly for ſimple and unmixcd bleſ- 
ſings conferred on us, or evils removed from us. 

And if the words carry not fully the ſence of 
theſe fignifications as they may do, Epbeſ. 5.18. 
then they do more fully expreſſe the ſubſtance of 


this duty, and the ſeverall partsof itz to preſſe ir 
more — on us, and to prevent the mani» 


foldevaſions of the fleſh in the too frequent neg 


le of it. 
And here you read all the words in the plurall 


number, /et Supplications, Prayers, &'c. not a 
prayer, a peticion, &c. to teach us that weemuſt 
bee unceſlant, and conſtant in this duty, not to 
pray once, bur oft: wee muſt make prayers for 
them, and all kinds of them as opportunity pre- 


fears it ſelfe to us, 
D And. 
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Gidered, 

Secondly, concerning the ſubjeAs for whom 
this muſt bee performed, and they are 

x In general laid down, for all men : that is, 
all kinds and ſorrs of men Miniſters ought to 
pray for, and all ſexes are included under it, 
Forms not aigic, yet not peremptorily, burſub. 
miting tothe good pleaſure,ordination, and de- 
cree of God for, for ſome of them prayer ſhall 


not 
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| + 
not bee effe Qual). Yerwee pray forall, for theſe 
reaſons, 

Firſt, becauſe wee know not to whom mercy 
does belong, and if wee ſhould not pray beyond 
the certainty of our knowledge, wee ſhould pray 
for none. 

2 Becauſe the promiſe is indifferently made to 
all, none by name excepted, ror Jew nor Gen- 
tile, none of us have ever ſcen the book of life,to 
ſee whoſe names are written there and whoſe are 
notz wee ought then to pray foras many as ara 
in Chriſt, and for whom the promiſe is ſufficient: 
and as no outward eſtate makes perſons more ac- 
ceptable, ſo none more deteſtable. | 

3 Becauſe the will of God is, x indifferently 
ro confer his outward bleſſings on all men, unjuſt 
as well as juſt; and allas creatures have a right 
to them,and he as Creator does diſpenſe them to 
his creatures: then for outward bleſſings we may 
begge for the unrighteous as well as the holy. 
2 To ſhew grace to many ſinners weſhould judge 
paſt hope, and havegiven up as loſt and repro- 
bares : there is none now fo vile, but the Lord 
has ſhewed mercy toas yilez then for ought that 
thou knoweſt, God may ſo deale with ſuch and 
ſuch, and it would refleQ ſadly on thy ſpirit here» 
after to ſee them glorious lights, whom thou haſt 
condemned co utter darknefſe, nor would eyer 
afford them thy prayers, ſce v. 4, of this text. 


4 Becauſe the tenders of grace from a Goſpel- 
D 2 Mioiſter: 


. = 


Fo: (23) , 

Miniſter ought to bee generall and indifferent; 
ſure our prayers ought to be as large as our ten» 
ders, and what wee endeavour for, wee ought to 
pray for, | 


5 Iris laid down here in command. 


ObjetZ. Bur can prayers, will ſome ſay, haſten 
the day of conyerſion to the Ele, or do the re- 
probated finner any good? will ie protradt this 
mans puniſhment,or properate this mans happi- 
neſſe ? will it alter any thing of the counſell, of 
God towards his creature ? 

Sol. No, of it elfe ic can do nothing, but as 
ſubordinate to the will of God, who gives what 
and when we aske, who can give without asking, 

Firſt, we pray for the bringing in of the Ele, 
whoſe times neverthelefle are prefixed of theLord 
for theſe reaſons, 

1 Hereby wee joyneand agree with the Coune 
ſell of God, and his determination ; we approve, 


affet and rejoyce in the purpoſe of God towards 
ſuch, and we that once ſhall give Teſtimony to 


the execution of the Decree, to our power in pre- 
ſent we ſcal to ir. 
2 Herein wee ſiriye not to alter any time of 


Gods, but ſhew by prayer our dependance on 
Godin the uſe of means till that time: thouoh 


hee hath determined it in his ſecret Will, yer wee 


muſt uſe means in reference to the execution of 
that Will, one of which is prayer. 


z Hereby we diſcover that!ſpirituall ſympathy 
Be, with 
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with the whole body of CRrifh, which every. trye 
member ought to have, not only with the diftre(- | 
ſed members of Chriſt, already believing, but 
with the darknefſe, the hardneſſe, the infidelity, 
that diſhonour Chriſt now receives by ſuch, thar 
are aQually enemies to God, and yet belong to 
the Ele&ion of Grace. When in publick Ordi- 
nances wee meet about the ſalvation of our own 
Souls, we arenot ſo much taken up with them, 
bur we think on, and long after the ſalvation of 
others; we mourn over their preſent condition, 
nay wee rejoyce in the expeRation of the day of 
their converſion, Cant. 8.8. there is the diſpoſi- 
tion of a trne member of Chriſt, a childe of the 
Spouſe of Chriſt, 

Secondly, We pray for the reprobate, yet not 
knowing who they are, whether this or that per- 
ſon be in ſuch an eſtate, 

1 Toteſtific a liknefle of affetion betwixtGod 
and us : hee deſires not the death of a ſinner, bur 
rather thathee might repent and live, and fo wee 
delirenort the confuſion of any,bur thar,if it were 
the good pleaſure ofGod,that they might be con- 
verred, and ſaved ; thus wee are merciful as our 
beavenly Father iu mercifull. 

2 Iris for theglory of our Profeſſion, in the 
real witneſſing of our true tenderneſs of afftetion 
over and towards poor finners : this is one glo- 
rious beam ſhining from the childcen of lighc,in 


whom che loye of Chriſt is ſhed, and might ſome- 
D 3 what 


AERIE 
what convince the os of the wotld, could 
they but ſee,or had hearts ſenſible of themſelves, 
or that ſence others have of them. _ 

3 For the encouragement of ſinners, thar they 
might ſee how large the grace of Chriſtis, and 
the ſufficiency of it even for them if they had faith 
ro teceive ity and thatit is notonly to be rendred 
to them, bur begged for rhem : that they might 
perceive howopen the loying armes of the Spouſe 
of Chriſt are,how ready to receive any finner in- 
to communion with her, did he believe. 

4 For manifeſt clearing of the juſtice of God at 
laſt, and to leave the finners without excuſe,when 
ſuch offers and means have been uſed ro reclaim 
them, and yet they perſiſt againſt the truth not 
only the ſufferings, bur the aQions of his people 
ſhall bea teſtimonie againft them, even eſpecially 
againſt ſuch that perſecutes them that prayes for 
their happineſſe, that wils and labours for their 


Salvation, Marth. 10. 18, 
Thirdly, admit wee know not on whom our 


prayers ſhall rake effteR, no not of them that are 
EleQed, nor on whom firſt}, nor whether we ſhall 
live to behold the returns of them: yet it is e- 
nough that the Lord requires it of us, let us be- 
lieye and obey, let us bee conteat to lay up our 
prayers in the Treaſury of God for future ages, 
forthem we have neyec ſeen, nor ſhall cyer ſce in 
the fleſh, Admit they take no effe on them, we 
ſhallnort loſe the comfort and reward of them, 


Iſa. 49 
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1/4. 49. 5. $48 eft,quodille juber, doastheLord 
bids thee, irs ſufficient that hee commands thee. 
If we enquire for reaſon, we ſhall oftentimes finde 
as little for our obedience, as for our Faith : The 
Lord tells his people, and in them us, Deut. 29. 
29. tbe revealed thing is in the Text, pray for all 
men, but the particular perſons on whom our 
prayers ſhall ſweetly fall, isa ſecret, leave that to 
God, to effeR in his time, which if wee ſee, then 
we ſhall rejoyce g if not, we ſhould bee contene. 
Thus much for the duty and ſubjeRs in general. 


CHAP. III. 


Ne” follows the ſubje&ts more ftrialy con- 
ſidercd, for whom in ſpeciall, and individu- 
ally wee ought. to' pray for, or for whom more 
chiefly and above others, primum ſpecialius, no» 
minatim,we ought to pray,For Kings,and all that 


are in Autbority. 
Firſt, here'{s a ſubje&@ in the moſt tri& conk. 


deration, ſer out by his particular Office, King : 
for Kings. To open this, we ſhall reſolve you, 

1 What were thoſe Kings then for whom they 
were to pray. [ iO 

1 For their government; they were tyrannicall 
Monatchs, that Lived and Ruled according to 
their Will, who had no preſcript, boundary, or 
moderation: and chough! they: might have cer- 
tain Cuſtoms, Priviledges, Confticuions.:arid 

| R Preſcrip« 
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Preſcriptions by which they judged in their ſeye- 
1all Places and Courrs of JuriſdiQion, yet even 
them they infringed at plca{ure, cſpecially to. 
watds Caprtives and Aliens. Theſe were abſo. 
lute Soveraigns, who made, abrogated, ſuſpen- 
ded, and altcred their own Laws ar pleaſure; and 
this appears by their praQtiſe in ſacred Writ, and 
other Hiſtorics: Their government was not mixt 


as ours have bin,nor theirKings ſubjeato-bounds 
and accounts as ours Were, 


* : 


2 For thcir right of Government, it was liule 
or none z pure Nymred,, that luntcd and thirfted 
after victory and ſubduing Nations to their com. 
mand, in whom they had notitle nor intereſt; and 
accordingly did ſcycrall Kingdomes ariſe and 
beare ſway in the world z ſometimes the {ſſ5ri- 


an, Grecian, Roman, Cc. had their ſoccetihiin 
of uſurped commands by the Sword, as the Tur 
hath now, and far greater : and accordingly did 


they maintain their Power, eycn by the Sword a- 
mongſt the Jewes, Chriflians and Infidels, they 


ſeldom queſtioned title & intereſt, but power,and 
ſirength ; and had under them their perty Kings, 
or Vice-Royes, prefeti1, e's. created our of their 
own favorites andſouldiers for the moſt parr. 

3 For theirReligion, they were Hethens and 
Idolaters, cruel perſecutors ſomiimes of I; and 
Chrifiian togeiber, ſometimes of one alone : ſome 
full of Coverouſneſs, Luxury, Cruelty, ſatisfying, 
themlicives in the bloud of their own kindred, 


and 


(1 : 

_ andneareftrelations. Thicke thivig are apparent 
partly by Scripture,and to any ordinary Reader 
of Eccleſiaſticall and Praphane Hiſtory ; and yee 
even theſe muſt poor "Chriſtians ſuffering under 
them pray for, 

Secondly, Why Kings ſpecified by name. 

x Becauſe at that time it was the moſt gene- 
rall Government in the World, though in ſome 
places otherwiſe : and nor only then, but even 
from the beginning Monarchy hath been the Go- 
vernment, and thatmore Ancient in its Originall 
and of greater continuance amongſt the He- 
thens, then ſuch as worſhiped the true God : and 
whether it was becauſe they did not fo much need 
ir, or that it was not ſo excellenta Governmenr, 
I leave to others to determine. 

2 Becauſe many Cbrifltans might ſcruple pray- 
ing for ſuch Perſons, being of ſuch lives and 
judgments, that were enemies to them and all 
that were good. Sure if Chriflians then had been 
of the Popes minde, they had curſed them to 
death, delivered them over to Satan, in fiead of 
praying for them : nay, if they had been of thac 
ſpirir How was ſometimes of, they would have 
| Called for fire from Heaven, and ſent them to 
Hellin a flame, rather then called for a bleſſing on 
them and their Governments and they would 
judge ita bootlefle thing in it ſelfe for them, and 
unacceptable ro God, But the Apoſtle here re- 
ſolves them and dirgAs them unto this duty, not 


t: by 


_ (F) we 
by way of Policie but Conſcience,as aChriſtian 
Duty indeed; Pray for Kings, thoſe Kings; no 
Kings being excepted. 

Secondly, Now as concerning the ſubje lefſe 
reſtrained, vp momy Toy iy Vaſros irrwy This is 
not fo large as the firſt, that is, to pray for all 
men, yer larger then the ſecond, that was only 
for Kings, rhis being for all that have any em- 
minent place, or thatare in Autbority : which is 
not to be reſirained ro theſabſtirures of Kings, 
and their Officers alone, which have only a depu- 
ted Power, though theſe it may reſpeR; ſuch as 
are in Scripture named Governours, Rulers, be- 
ing placed by the ſupream Magiſtrate in Places 
of tru and goyernment under him ; bur this 
hath reference ſtill ro the ſupream Magiſtrate, 
whom we ought chiefly to pray for, that rhe ble(- 

. fing of God may firſt fall upon that head, and 
thence run down to the very skirt. Pray for all 
that are in Authoriry, whether you call them 
Kings, Conſuls, or of any other kinde of Go. 
vernment, that you Chriſtians ſhall live under, ox 
that ſhall be placed over you, whether you call je 
Monarchy,or Ariſtocracy, or Democracy. For 
as wee know, there was nor at that time one on! 
kinde of Government, nor that kinde was of any 
long continuance, eſpecially among the Romang, 
who then were the glory of the World, and now 
ruled over the Jewes, Grecians, and under whom 


were begun many Churches of Chriſt, Wee ſee 
how 


how oft the Governmentof the Romgns changed, 

ſix times from the Originall. So the Grecians, 
changed much after the death of Alexander, 
ſome had Kings, ſome were Ariflocratians,others 
Democratians, as at Atbens, Peloponeſus, Lacede- 
mon, &c. and even in Greece there were many 
flouriſhing Churches of God, and they were 
planted early , and were to pray for ſuch as had 
the adminiſtration of Government, be they what 
they would ; here, asno Kings are excepted, fo 
no Authorities, no Governments, For the fur. 
ther clearing of this, in the reſolving of certaine 
doubts and queries, is afterwards undertaken. 

Thirdly, the endof this Duty, in reference ro 
this life, co that eſtate wherein wee live under 
them , That wee migbt lead 4 quiet, ec. from 
whom we ſue for theſe bleſſings. 

1 Peace, that is firſt ſet down, becauſe it is 
the common ingredient that makes ſweet all 
things, ftrengrthens and increaſes them; it is the 
ground work of all other happineſſe; this is cx- 
rernall peace and quietnefſe wee pray for, and 
therein againſt all forraign Invaſions, and inre- 
ſtine Commotions, againſt all Oppreſſions and 
unjuſt Taxations, whereby the peace of the ſub- 
jzeQis broken, or an occaſion and ground laid for 
its breach. 

2 Godlineſſe, a peacable life lead, t ey > 
aig in all godlineſſe, all kindes of it, in the 
publick profeſſion of it, and in the priyatc pra- 


0 bY . 
q . & « wI.. ” ed 
F l by j : 
DL "a Re * 
» 4 - 


(20) 


Qiſe of it: but as the word carries it, and the 
ſcope of the Apoſtle writing to a Miniſter, it in- 
tends for publick Worſhip, in the countenan- 
cing of Religion by Authority, in Miniſters and 
People, in reference to their ordinary communie 
on in Ordinances, which could not be procured 
without the ſupreme Magiſtrate ; pray then for 
this, that with your power you may have the 
truth and way of Chriſt proteded, you nor for- 
ced to Idolatry, &c. clic your peace would bee 
unpleaſant. 

Honeſty, that is, in common commerce and 
fellowſhip with othersz eeuf717, that the age 
might not be ſo licentious wherein we live, as to 
abuſe them that are Religious in their Callings, 
Familics, Name and Perſons; that there be nor 
atoleration of lewd perſons : but that the Go» 
verners may bee ſuch, whoſe Lawes may afford 
them honeſt dealing with men, even Hethens, 
that themſelves, their wiyes and children, might 
comfortably enjoy,and make uſe of rheir own. 

Laſily, the argument to provoke us hereunto, 
is from the acceptation ofthe Duty, nn 2 xe 
alr, Oc. This. VWhat ? not that peace afforded to 
you through the Magiſtrates care, though that be 
acceptable: but this Duty conſcionably perfor- 
med by you for the Magiſtrate. This is comly, 
beautiful(as the word is uſed)in the ſight of God. 
Mark in whoſe fight, God eur Savicur, leſus 
Chriſi,, he that dicd for you, and hath called you 


with. 
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with an holy Call W. this Effate ; he that hath 
made you members 'of his body, and takes notice 
of you in all conditions, eſpecially under ſuch 
Kings & emminent Perſons, that would make you 
ſufferers for your profeſſion: hee delights to ſee 
you at ſuch times ſo graciouſly affeionated as to 
pray for them ; hee ſees you then with an eye of 
acceptation, and approbation as well as of diſ- 
crimination z what greater engagement can bee 
laid upon a heart prizingthe love ofGod,defirous 
to walk worthily before him, and even in ſuch 
times to have this teſtimony in him, that hee 
pleaſes God, 

And mark, V. 4. that rationall ground Paul 
layes to prove, that ſuch prayersare acceptable ; 
becauſe they are according to the will of Cod: 
for they labour to draw out the mind and will of 
God toaQtor ſouls yer in darkneſſe, and unbeliev- 
ing. Our Saviour would have all ſaved; thatis, 
ſome of all Eſtates, ſome Kings, and Governors, 
ſome of the higheſt Authority, as well as other 
ſubjets. His blood is ranſom ſufficient to re- 
deem the moſt conſiderable lave Satan hath; and 
he is able by the evidence of Goſpel to evince the 
ſtrongeſt reaſonings of fleſh and blood, Why 
may not this man prove a Paul? this Trajan 
proye a lJoſept? why may not ſome of theſe All be 
here where [ live,and under whoſe ſhaddow I in 
peace lic down ? However, whether they belong 
tothe EleQion of God, yertthe duty is accepta- 

E 3 ble. 
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ble it ſelfe, andir __ done not only in reference 
to the command reyealed, but tothe execution of 
the ſecret will of God to ſuchy, which might ex« 
tend to theſe particular men in this preſent Au- 
thority over him; and if it did, and theſe per- 
ſons became true belicyers,they ſhould be lure co 
obtain the generall and main ends of their de- 
ſires, liberty to leads peaceable and quiet life. 

Thus you have the Text laid open by way of ex. 
poſition before you, that part of it, whereof we 
intend to make further uſe, is more brictly conſi- 
dered in preſent; the concluſions here properly 
iſſuiug are laid down inthe next Chapter, 


CHAP. Iv. 


SES is direRly ſer forth a Chriſtian. Subjets 
Duty, and by proper conſequence a Cbr:- 


fliian. Magiflrates Duty. 1 the Subjet. Chriſtians 
Duty is 0 giny the ſupream Magiſtrate in or 


der-to Peace, Religion, and Civility. 2 the Ru. 
ling-Chbriflians Duty is as apparenr, for what wee 
ought to ſeek of God to be conveyed to us 
by the Magiſtrate, as the next & moſt fir meanr, 
we may expe as their duty to labour to the ur- 
moſi to confer on us Chriſtians, viz. to Go- 
vern in Peace, to promote and prote&t Godli- 
neſſe profeſſed by them, ro guard their Perſons, 8: 
Eſtates from the injurious dealings of leud Per- 
ſons, that are the notorious enemies of Peace and 


Holiceſſes 


% 
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Holineſſe ; that fo Ak their watchfulneſſc 
and care the ſubje@ might bedelivered from ſuch 
feares and troubles as arc incident to them 
througha looſe and tyrannicall Government, 

Firſt, then let us look into our own duty,which 
is to ſeek of God for ſpiricuall and temperall 
bleſſings to be poured forth upon the ſupream 
Magiſtrate, what ever he be ; and of all underhim 
or them aRting in the ſame Government, that 
Peace may be eftabliſhe, Godlmeſſe advanced, 
Honefly maintaind. Todiſcuſſe this plainly, we 
ſhall draw it forth into theſe propofitions. 

1. That the diſpoſition, and inward frame of 
a Chriſtian ſhould befor a Peaccable, Godly and 
Honeſt life. 

2. That the people of God under any Govern- 
ment whatſoever may be deprived thereof, 

3+ That prayer is a probable meanes to reco- 
ver a broken Peace, Religion, and Liberty. 


4. Thar under all Governmences whatſoever 
this ſhould be the praftice of a true Chriſtiane 


Subjef3, topray for them, 

As to the firſt: that the inward terper and diſ- 
poſition of a Cbriſttan ſhould be Peaceable, Godly 
and Honeſt; his inward thoughts and affeQions 
ſo qualificd, The heartis the fountain of deſires, 
out of the abundance of it we ſpeak; therefore that 
we pray for (according to the Apoſlles precept) 
ſhould be ſincerely affeted, and delighted in by 
the ſoul, it it could be obtained by prayers The 


things. 
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things ſought for are Peace, Holineſſe, Honeſty; 
let-theſe words be the genuine, and true reſem- 
blances of the ſoul,and inward man, which oughe 
ſo to be, as ſhall appeare in particular, 5p 
ſuch a frame is Evangelicall. 

Firſt for Peace. A Chriſtians minde is incli- 
ned topeace; what the ſoul truly deſires for others, 
it affes for himſclfe it defires peace, pardon, 


quietnefle for others,cyen unbeleevers: The more 
mortified fin is in a Chriſtian, the more quiet and 
peaccable are his afteQions, the more humble, 
ſelfe-denying,&c. which are great promoters of 
peace. The Apoſile puts the queſtion and re- 
ſolves it. lam. 4. 1. Whence, &c. Thoſe luſts 
are commonly covetouſneſle, ambition, defire 
of reyenge, diſcontent, which move the minde 


tillit break out with lightning and thunder z bur 
the more mortified theſe are, the more quiet and 


and addicted ro peace they are, We read in 


thoſe Evangelicall promiſes ofthe Goſpell, that 
they ſhall be at peace, all one and alike; how 2 


the tout Lyon fhall condeſcend ro the meck 
Lamb,the greedy Beare ſhal be lead with a child, 
and the peeviſhWaſp ſhall be playd with. Where 
the ſharp Thorn and Bryer grew, there ſhall the 
ſweet Firre and Myrtle grow : here you may ſee a 
Goſpel diſpoſition ; and ſure it is, the more of a 
Goſpelſpirit is in them, the more of ſuch graces, 
have they abounding in them. Gal. 5, what a 
neſt of yiprous vices, the Apoſile findes out in a 
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nee ef '. ut; the MIT al : man is-0 her 1& 
minded,having the Spirit of God ruleing in hi 

whoſe fruits vey. 22. are/ove, peace, ec. hemuſt 
have this Spiric that can truly putup chjs prayer; 
andeevery one whoſe affeQRions are thus qualified 
by the Spirit, will thus pray : and that his inter- 
nall qualifications are ſuch, his generall conycr- 
ſarion will witneſle, which is contemplative and 
monaſticall, requiring a quiet retirement : that 
as God uſually at fuch ſeaſons appeares to his 
people, ſo his people will contrive ſuch ſeaſons 
(when their pablique occaſions ſeeme ro deny 
them) that being the moſt removed from humane 
Societies, from their worldly employments,nay 
from themſelves, they may ſolace: themſclves'/in 
ſome familiar converſe, and communion with 
their God: I ſay that this is the generall frame 
of a true Chriſtian, howeyer at ſome time by 


ſome vio'ene temptation he may. be tranſported 
into other carriages. 


Ocherwiſe you (hall finde men unſound in their 
ju *gement; to be. unſafe in their practiſes, men 
reſtleſſe in the cruth ro be reſileſſe in their wayes : 
nay men, otherwiſe good men, at once leaveing 
the pathes of Holin:fle an4Peace: We read in 
acced Story of two perſons nogorious for:Com- 
motions, anda third is added to th:m by a learns 
cd Hiſtorian : The firſt was one: Theudas, that 


profciled himfſelfe a Prophet, and amongſt other 
F cf 


- 
- 


As 5,29. 
vide Joſeph Ib 
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a Galizan; wbowith another- 
tence of oppreſſion 
reacted and 
Euſeb. ny ”_ 
cap.9.p.24 ſub | | 
Claudio A*, Prophet, who: ſeduced arid rayſe 


Chriſtigs, ous Aſſemblies 30000 perſons. After'the death. 
of Chriſtthe Jewiſh Nation was ſeldom free from 
theſe turbulent ſpirits, heading the people in ſe- 
veral parties and:placesywherby many thouſands. 
of that peculiar Flock periſhed at ſeyeral times, 
which though occafionedby their frequent and 
rebellious InſurreRions, 'yet-as a ſad judgement 
weredcliveredup to ſych reprobate mindes as to 


be led Ju ſons to their ruine for murder- 
d 


ivg the life ; and this was not perfeR in 
that laſt-and ſad Seige of Jeruſalem, but after- 
wards being diſperſed into ſeveral Provinces tho- 
row the Eaſtern part of theworld. We likewiſc 
read,'thar the orthodox were ſodiſquieted and 
rroubled by the Frians, and- other Heretiques, 
that they defircd rather the habitations and ſo« 
cicty of Beaſts,then of ſuch inhumane Chriſtians : 
"IO 5 6k berefium Arii & aliorum, plures fideles 
chim.in Apoc elegerunt vitam bermeticam, meltis decernentes 
P- 16x « cum befliis babitare in ſylvia, quam cum Arianis 
participare, &c. Our late predeceſſors could te. 
reſtify the late praQices of the Anabaptiſts in 


Germany, 


Nationall Agr 

pouring for 

and dear parent, not 'refſfpett 
Priefis , nor favouring tbe 


- 


only ſubjeRs-of that Papal Thos INSANE 
hath ſuffered much, and no marvel, theiraRions 
are but the iſſues of their affeQions, and! their 
praQices the fruits of their principles. And' if 
wee burcaſt, our eye upon the' Hethen,| wee ſhall 
fiade the impatiene Ambition of the ſubjeR, and 
the jealous Feares of their Princes, poſſeſſing 
and governing their Terricories as' they obtain- 
ed\them, td be ſuch, that on'each ather they, are 
continually aRing, their-revengefull malice, So 
_ that this diſpofttion,that appeared carly. in the 
world, naturally abides.in all men, of what pro. 
ſeſſion ſoever, unleſſe begorten again by the ſpirir 
of Grace and Peace, to! be, partakers of anoiber 

Ingeom : And this mightbe illuſtrated by' ma- 
ny firgular-Examples. 

Secondly, for Godlineſſe : This is his predo- 
minant qualicy, and the nacurall diſcoverer of the 
perſon, that he is a hater of fin in/himſcife, and a 
reprover of ſiniin others; be that names the name 
of the Lord lefu, let _ depart from inkquit J : 
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en We 
ry pareof Gods worſpip** there is no pa 
firaight buthe can tread ir, 'no Duty fo ſpiritual 
that carrie not the leaſt rational *probabiliry of 
affording that fruir it offers to'him, but he can 
continugits praQice : this was thelife, and ſup- 
port of David, that only. then be ſhould not be 


afſbamed, when be bad reftett to all Gods Com- 


mandements: Pſal.1 19. 6. Vp tothis degree roſe 
the reſolution and intention of Corneliut, 4FF51o 
33. Now wt art all preſent —— wherein ate 
two things worth our obſeryation and imitation: 
x The inflancy of Cornelius his obedience , im- 
mediatly; he conſulted not'with man,nor with 
himſelfe, 2. Haveing mer;- obſerve with Whar 
impartiality ofaffeQions he isfurnifſht, he is pre: 
pared for a free entertainment of all the Com- 
mands of- God-: he 'requires not- a' reaſon 
for acommand{the greateſt depth of wiſdome; 
grace,and ſoyeraignty,'lying'in his mcaneſt, and 
irrational Lawes )but being commanded,does ir. 
Every Ordinance of Chriſt is of the like duration 
with the Law'of Gad, which Lawcontirued il a- 
-nother came in its roomifrom the farne Per & 
Authority that gave the firſty(for God would nor 
have an interval berwixt Goverr mcnt and Go- 
yeinment, firſt pulling down one hedge and let- 
-mghi Church lyewaft tillhe hath built another; 
© Do, this becc mes not his Wiſdcme and Care) 


who 
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who is ohly able to/inſticute anew, that takes 2 
way. the old : and ſure iris, that chat which is in. 
preſent conſtituted, is to remain, tilthebe leaſtd 
exprelly to abrogate this, as he did the former. 
And till then the heart of a Chriſtian is equally 
affeed to all, perſwaded to walk thorow all, be- 
cauſe all are of a like validity, till heſbal be pleal- 
ed to diſcharge him of any, thar' bach required 
all : for the privace perſon to lay alide. any one, 
or the publique perſon to take away: their oblig- 
ing Power is to divide,and ſhare with God in his 
ab{olute rule overits : the tender. conſcience of'a 
Chriſtian will not admit him codiſtinguiſh of the 
Commands of God, bur urges him till co a more 
fulland perfe&obfervance of them : and indeed, 
his hcait is large enough to, receive them all, 
though his feet be not ſwift enough to run them 
all. Bur this we muſt nor make'the chick of our 
Diſcourſe. 

Thicd!ly, For Honeſty : Whatthis is, the Orator Ciccre, 
ſpeaks, [uſiitia pars Honeſlatis, Rigbteouſneſſe is 
part of Honeſlyz and that's moſt erue berwixe 
man and man,as in our language Righteous deal- 
ing is Honeſt dealing, diſtributing to all men 
according to-right:there bs 4 primo primum prin. 
elpium in Nature that dires mer: to this, much 
ſtronger ſhou'd Goſpel principles be in Chriſti- 
ans: hercinare comprchended all our Liber- 
ties, and good Lawes, in reference to Juſtice and 
Equity in Civill Commerce, & Commutations , 
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ortdis the avenger of 
arned you and T ed: 


God bath not called uw unto uncleanneſſe, 
neſſe: where by -bolineſſe is underſtood 
Externall Righteouſteſſe,/ che: fruit of an holy 
heart. Roms 13 22413: Themght vw farre ſtent, 
the' day is ar band, let ws therefore caft off 'the 
works of darkneſſe;- and let us put on the armour 
of bigs clot ur walk bonefily, a1 the day. 1Pet. 
2.11,12;{beſcrcb you as flrangers and pilgrims, 
«bftainfrom fleſply lufis, which warrs' againſt tho 
ſoult: Having your converſation boneft- among the 
Gentiles, that whereas they ſpeake againſt you, as 
evil doers, they may by your good works which 
they ſball btbold, glorify God in the day of wiſt- 
tation. Inall which places we finde the forceableft 
argumeſitco flirrechem-up to this Honeſt Con» 
.verſation;' is takeni from their Calling, and thac 
Faith chey have embraced, as exceeding ſurable 
unto it : indeed to'queſtion'it, is to queſtion our 
Humanity , much more our Chriſtianity ; for 
grant them the precedent diſpoſition of Gogli- 
neſſe, they muſt' be Honefl., And that in this re. 
ſpect might preſent unto you the perſeRt com. 
plexion of Chriſtians in thePrimitive Times, 1 
ſhall draw forth but a line or two out of the Teſti 
mony of Plinius Secundus DeputyGoyern 
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pramus wit, ys \ 
e multit 


, 


alles 


a living gloſſe of the Canons of the Goſpel. Thus 
much of che firſt, a true Chriſtians prompt incli- 
nations; 


CHAP. V. 


kÞOw to the ſecond Propoſition, That the 

®pcople of God, notwithſianding their graci- 
ous diſpoſition, may under any Government be 
deprived of their Civill Peace, the free uſe. of 
Gags Ordinances, and CommenLibertics : tor as 


ONC 


- ſentis vbi va- 


nunc virrute, 
& candoreple- 


Na, nunc pra- 


vis dehoneſt1- 
ta viriis, in fu- 
rura beatiru li- 
ne, ubi idem 
Na us crir, Ge ir 
Sol fulgebt. 
N., Lyran, in 
Cant, 6. 


he [oon, ſomtimts clear and beautifulb, ſomtimes 
il of ſpots, ſomtimes full of vertue and power, 
other times forſaken, and defiled with vice , only 
ber eſtate bereaſter ſhall b ein glory like the Sunne, 
and Tray alwayes the ſame. The Dragon, 
ſpoken of in the Reyelations, rules and rages in 
the children of men, that drives the Church into 
the Wilderneſſe, where at once ſhe is ſpoiled of 
all her comfortable priviledges, & enjoyments : 
to which we ſhall ſpeak particularly. 

Firſt, for the deprivation of their externall 
Peace : Chriſt forctold us of a (cllowſhip with 
him in his ſufferings, and we know that his own 
A poſt'es were not exempted from them : he knew 
their ingenuity to torture his members by Ban- 
iſhmenrs, Impriſonments, Corporall Ioflitions, 
and to be ſo exquiſice, that he wovidnot promile 
them ſo much Peace and Swietneſſe as the raves» 
nous Fox, and wilde Beaſt docs uſually enjoy: 
therfore orders them roFlighr in time of Perſecu- 
tion(this being in the infancy of the Church, that 
by their flight the beames of the Goſpe!! might 
ſpread further) even from City to City, Wee 
read how farre the Saints of God under the old 
Church were from Peace, when theyenduredfich 
variety ofrorments. Heb. 11. 36, 37.:8. 4ndo- 
thers bad tryall of cruell mockangs and [courging: 
yea moreover, of bonds and impriſonment : rhey 
were floned, they were ſawn aſunder, neretempsed 


were 


c 
were/linewith the PS. 74 y wandered about 
in ſbeep skins, and goat rhims, being deflitute, af- 
fi:ifd, tormented : of whom the wor d was not wcr- 
tby : they wandred in deſarts, and in mountaines, 
and in > br and caves of the earth. There is no 
Hiſtory of the Eaſterne, or Weſterne Churches 
that too plentifully abounds not with ſuch-like 
examplesz we nced not enquire further then of 
our neighbour Countreys, France, Netherlands, 
Seotland, and our own, who will ſpeake fully 
to this: and though the Church of God being 


rctorcd toa flouriſhing eſtate, decked withPeace 
and Vnity, hath not ſo deale with enemies, 


whoſe cruclty had deſerved it, but in mcek- 
neſle, love, and fayours, entreated them : yet 
when again they haye regained their power, no- 
thing would ſatisfy them, burt the blood of 
Saints :notto reckon that inhumane recreation 
the Turk hath taken in the deaths of Chriſtians, 
when he had fatisfyed his luſt, then his malices 
nor to mencion that cruelty of old, w® in men ex- 
ceedcd that in unreaſonable and unſenſible crea- 
ruresz the miraculous acknowledgements of the 
Creatures, that they were the ſervants of the 
moſt high GoJ, would not convince, nor abate 
the fury of thoſe mad perſecutors : who when 
the fire would not rake hold on Polycarp, run 
him thagow with their ſwords, inſomuch that 
his dloud extinguiſh the fire: when the hungry 
beaſts wouldnor faſten upon Blandena, they caſt 
G 


her 


(34) | 
her into priſon: But what need we ſpeak of He- 
thens whoſe cruelty hart beene greater to a 
Chriſtian not Idolizing, then to a Iew: we read of 


the intended cruelty of Inlian the Apoſtar, but 
now he becomes a Hethen in his Religion, and 
worſe then uſually any were in his cruell reſolu. 
tions : We have them thar beare themſelves u 

as the only Church of God in this world, yer 
we rcad of rheir infernall plot againſt the Parlia- 
ment of this Nation; their brutifh uſage of the 
poore Hethen in the Weft Indies, our Marian 
perſecution, the Parifien maſſacre, the Iriſþ re. 
bellion, examples unparaleld by Hethens. Let 
us conſider of what Spirit the Arian is, and how 
he hath dealc wich the Saints of God, whenhe 
hath ſate inthe Throne, and art the Sterne of 


Common-wealths, they have infl ted Baniſh- 
ment, Impriſonmenr, Dearth ir ſclfe on them; 


We have them thus defcribed by an Hiſtorian : 
Lyndan : Pa- fy; 


| ro7 w Ecclefias Anti 
nopl.lib,ac.16 4nsſmus as orient's Be fias tochenam, 


Alexandrinam, Conftaneinopolitanam, Hieroſoli. 
mitanam, expulſis orth»doxis, occupavir, argue 
orcidente, cjeflo in exilium Liberio, Felicem ju 
Romanam ſedem ſubjituant. Even as Chriftt 
tuffercd by all Nations, fo his members ſuffer by 
by all hands in all Nations, under all Goyern. 
ments : whatſocver the outward policy ofpeople 
be,if their Rulers be bad, the Saints of God (hall 
de diſturbed, and perſccurcd : therefore we have 
many compariſons betwixt the ungodly of the 


world 


(35) 


world, and the people of God in Scripcure: 
amongſt many, theſeare called Sheep, Vines, the 
other are called Lyons, Oakes of Baſham, not on» 
ly to ſignify the weaknefle of the one and the 
ſtrength of the other, bur the contrariety of their 
diſpoſition : ſuch difference bath been from the 
begining, and ſuch dealing ſhall the Church re- 
ceive from the prevailing ungodly to the end of 
the world. 

Secondly, Asto the deprivall of the purity, 
nay the denyall of any enjoyment of the Ordinar- 
ces, or exerciſes of Godlinefle in any part of the 
publique worſhip of God, Ir is ro manifeſt how 
ſadly che Church of God hath travailed hefein 
many times, that not only the worſhip it ſelfe 
hath been deſtroyed, but the worſhippers like- 
wiſe, that upon the reſtauration of his worſhip, 
Gedhath undertaken a work almoſt equall ro our 
creation to get ſervants. 1/a. 44-3,4,5-1 will pour 
water upon bim that is thirfly, and flouds fe the 

e 


dry ground: I will pour my Spirit upon thy ſced,and 


my blefiing un thine off- ſpring : andithey ſpall 
fring up 45 among re gralle as willowes by the 
water-courſes : one ſball ſay 1 am the Lords, and 
anotber ſb ll call bm/clfe by the name of Jacob . 
and anther ſball ſubſtribe with bu band unto tbe 
Lord, and ſurname bimſelfe by the name of 1ſracl. 
In Ehjabs time there was none left that durſi 
publiquely acknowledge and embrace the Ordi- 
nances of God, infomuch that the Propher (who 

G 2 ſhould 
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ſhould be beſt acquajnred with the-ſeryants of 


God) thought they had been all backſliden : the 
ſame Church afterwards makes this her com- 
plaint, Lam. 2. 9. The Lan 1 no more, ber Pro- 
pbets alſo finde no viſion from the Lord. And the 
Prophet ſpeaks of a company. only left in ſecrer, 
that durſt privately talk of the Name of God, 
Mal. 3. 16. Then they that feared the Lord ſpake 
often one to another, and the Lord hearkened and 
beard it, and a Bock of remembrance was nritten 
before him , for them that feared the Lord, and 
that thoug bt upon bis Name. When Conflantine 
the Great ſet upon and encouraged others to the 
work of Reformation, the multicude of the Ari- 
ans was objeacd to him, as likely not to bee 
wrought upon, and fo to hinder the work :he an« 
ſwered, Non referre numerum magnum vel par- 
vum, nimludeorum Ec:lejia in Babylone confli- 
futd, ad tres puerorredatla fuit : it matterd not 
whether the number ofa Church were few or ma- 
ny,for the viſible Chutch of the Jewes inBabylen 
was reduced to ithree,and we read of no more that 
withſtood their impious Decrees in publique. 
And before his time, in perſecutions of thoſe 
Centuries , we finde that the publique places for 
Worſhip which ſome Hgthens tolerated ( by 
fore pious Emperors ereQed) were ſubverted to 


the vety foundation; ard ihe rainterarce cfthe 
Minidcis hero fubllrated © and «he.her man 


UL WU, MLitaty or Civil, Mag ftrate or Sub- 


ject 
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je&, ifaccuſed thus, Chriflianus eft, it was con- 
demnation ſufficient : then to fin, was to lives 
eo be innocent, was death. If Folyoarp would' 
ſwear and forſwear, revile, and deny Chriſt, he 
ſhould become guiltleſſe, It was a very ſad and. 
gricyous judgment threatned againſt Iſrael, that 
as it ſhould be without a Magiſtracy,ſfo without a 
Miniſtry , and ſo far withour, that there ſhould 
not be letc the very form of godlineſſe amongſt 
them ; not men that durſt or would ſerve the 
Lord, though in anerroneous way, if it ſhould 
bear bur the leaſt reſemblance of his commanded 
Worſhip : and how frequent and grieyous the 
complaints of the Church were under this, ler the 
Scripcure teſtify. No lefle was propheſied by 
Paul concerning the Church but then in her 
ſwadling cloathes, and ſucking in the ſoft prin» 
ciples of Religion, 2 Tbe/.2.3,4. Let no man de+ 
eciue you, by any means ; for that day ſball not 
come except there come a falling away firſt, and thas 
man of ſinne be revealed, the ſonne of perditions, 
Who oppoſeth ana exalteth bimſclfe above alt 
tbat is called God, or that is worſhiped ; ſo that 
be as G 2d, ſitte:b in the Temple of God, ſbewing 
bimſclfe that be is God : which was not long 
cre it was accompliſhedz when ſhe began bur to 
ſtrengthen, and wax beautifull in the cyes of 
the world; cycn in the dayes of that proud and. 

ialphemous Emperor Caius, who (ct up his own 
Imag: in h2 Temple of the Jewes, and in. all o- 
| G 3 thee 
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ther Chrifian ChuretC, tobe worſhiped: asat 
large and learnedly you may ſce it paraled by 
Grotius in bunc locum Theſſal. and chronologed 
ogy Buſebms in Hift. Eceleſ. de temp. ſub 

40. Andof the ſad condicionof the Church 
in this reſpe&R, under a Chriſtian Antichriſt, ic 
was propheſied by one to this purpoſe : That 

chim in Apes, What tbe people of God ſbould have,they ſhould 
Ele&i Dei [a- bave fo themſelves . what under ſtanding , knows- 
pientiht "Pls fedge, £-c-not dareing to publiſh it to others. Nay 
da; 62 (lag tbe dayes ſball come (ſaith the ſame author) when 
pracica'ePu"* neither the ons durft preach nor tbe orber durff 
ſumunt &c, -; beare bim that wow! preach, and to thts may 
49, HerJ - all che Churches of God in their '{caſon yeeld 
oF eric 1, AN lexeſtimonies, let us bur alittle receive fa» 
cru predics tifaionherein. Euſebiu lib.5.pay 76.5uotes 
pods he rung an'Epiftle written by the perſecuted Chriſtians in 
France to the Chriſtian Churches in Fre, and a« 
mongſtother cruelties exerciſed towards them, 
relates this, Non ſolam ed:ificits publicis, batne- 
is, Of foro nobrs interdifiumeſi, ſed etramne quiſ- 
quam nofirim uſquamlocorum m conſpetium pro- 
deas, ab ilir veritum: they were not only denied 
their publique places for diyine exerciſes, bath. 
ing places for their healths, market places for 
their commerce, but mutual fellowſhip , that 
Chriſtians in no place be found together : where. 
by they could not haye the enjoyment of the leaf 


Acefta lib, », Ordinance, even of godly conference. VVe find 


1. another -preſaging to this purpoſe, that in the 


later 


(39) 
latex 5 we ſpall finde Minifeers weeping, the Sacerdores ge 
places of divine Worſpip deftroyed, none frequent. m<ntcs, por- 
ing ſuch Aſſemblies; and the uſuall exerciſes of aiuris 1efrs? 
prayers and ſinging of pſalmer nexlefied. Wee *2, facras zdes 
may with ferious thoughts conlider what once wag By 
the Churches of the new Teſtament were, ang venicntadA ge 
what now, not only one, but all of them are. Dy lem 
We may rake a little inſpeQion into Chronolo-'<:p,ulc,Eccle. 
gers and finde fomthing ſpoken to this Nation cu 29 
of England,* That it received the erne Light e- logiam ex- 
ven upon the neareſt dawnings of the Light ; yea encaages, gar 
after rhe riſing of the glorions Sonof God, and oncn aullaw 
his fitting in che higheſt Heavens, is very evi- -- Re 
dent: And that it had as ſudden, miſerable, and Chrifliahoge 
generall c!ouding afterwards is as evident; and © 29% Rob. 
that by one ehus writing: * m Anglia pene tota Re OY 
fides extinfts efib>ctempore 4 Maximmians : thar . * Faſciculus 
under the Governmenr of Maxim;nian, the Faith ny 
was even utterly extinQ : (andif my memory fayl P*= 294 
me not) he and another perſcentor rejoyced ex- L.. 
ccedingly, that they bad rooted our of this Nati- 
on, the Superſic:on of one leſww. And again 
the Church was in the ſame condicion ſub Edvi. 
ne Rege Anzliz, when not only the Ordinances 
of Chrift were aboliſhr, bur the profeffion it ſelfe 
ceaſed. Nor the leaft of which but was aQed un- 
der ©ucen Mary, who at the firft had the Ordi- 
nances aduſerated, then the means of knowledg 
taken from them, angar laſl their perſons carri- 
ed to prifon, and from priſon to the Stake. 


Whereby 


( 40) 
W hereby we ſee how the men of this world have 


in all generations dealt with the Church of God 
about their ſacred things. 


Thirdly, for Honefly and Righteouſmeſſe : The 
godly inall ages have been the worlds Dung-care 
to carry away all their filthy languages and re- 
proaches, to bear their hard uſages and whatſo- 
ever they were pleaſed to lay upon them.; and a» 
mong{ them chiefly the Miniſters of the Goſpel : 
but-what the Apoſtles ſpoke of chemſclves, is ap- 
pliable to all the members of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 4, 
13. Ws are made asthe filth of the World, and are 
k off ſcouring of all things unto this day. Who 

' ſhould the Drunkard abuſe, and againſt whom 
| ſhould hee vomit his ribaldry, but David? yer 
| haply he might be one of the chicte of the people: 
r bur the ab;eas and baſer ſort of them, whoſe 
/ revenge could not faſten ſooner then on a godly 
wan, revile himalſo : ſuch as ſomtimes beg'dat 
the Gates of Job,calumniate him in his adyerfity, 
forhis integrity, When the countenance of the 
Magiſtrate is turncd from good men, his pro. 
teRion withdrawn, nay when he as againſt them 
as offenders and enemies, the Church hath deep- 
ly ſuffered by the incivilitics and diſhoneſt deal- 
ings of their fellow ſubje&s in perſon, name, and 


<a goods, We will cxcmplify this a little out of 


24>. omncs v- Primitive Hiftorics: Under Decius the perſecu- 
bique une ore 


bique uno oe For, the common people were made the exc» 
6 quis > Chci. Cutioners of the godly, and if they would not be 


(4') ' 
as vileas the vileſt, and {A with the finfulef, they flancr im nue 
were immediatly brought to execution ; it was ns oa 
ſo dangerous to bg ſuſpeRed a Chriſtian, thar «ffari recuſa- 
they muſt commir lto remove ſuſpicion. Bur en 100096; 
we read of another Decree before that, paſſed by in ign<m con- 
Verus againſt Chriſtians, Servitius Paulus being rap omdgergg, 
Pco-Conſul of Aſia, by occaſion of wh ch the TY 
rude and vile ſort of people ſtole 4+ japudences, & protervi ealum- 


way tbe goods and eſtates of C bri- niatorcs, atque adee alienarum 
. rerum apperenres ex his Edictis 


flians mn the day time as well as in eccabonem nad, palam nou & 
the night, without puniſhmemt of interdiu furantur &c. Euſcb. 


the offendors, or reſtitution to the 24+ ©2P*5ePaB-73+ 
offended, they remayning harmlefle ſufferers un- 
der them. Andleſt they ſhould not bee cruell 
enough, and be too much like men, Dioclefian 
procceded yer higher, to yex the Saints of God, 
by delivering them over to the plcaſure of an un- 
ruly and ungracious multitude: Libera poteflas 
ſayth Euſebius (ib. 3. cap. 11. pag. 149. omnibus 
conceſſs eſſet contumelias & penas ills (Chriſtia» 
nis) pro arbitratu inferendi : bi fuſitbus, ali vir- 
gis, ulli flagellis, nonnulli loris, multi funibus, 
eos perculerunt, es. ſothat when the Magiſtrate 
could not invent how to bee unjuſt and cruell e- 
nough, the wicked peeple muſt have liberty to in- 
flit in words or aQions even unto death, what 
cruelties ſoever they pleaſed on them. So mer- 
cileſſe they became, aut ſepultura mart yrum cada- 
veribus negata, that whom they judged not wor- 
thy to liye, being dead, thought not worthy of 
H buriall, 


pag-116. > 
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buriall, And ſure if F* perſecutors had become 
ſuch, they would have prevented the execution 
of that ſottiſh malice of rhggyyiſt that ſearched 
the grayes of Saints to bu cir bones,, whom 
theycould not catch being alive: Who could 
imagine men ſo much deboiſted of reafon, and 
to have made themſelves beaſts to accomplith Sa- 
canical fury flaming in them! Nay, their malice 
extended yer further, to the poor infants of the 
ſervants of Chriſt, (as lately in Ireland likewiſe) 
not as Pharaob, who in the non-age of the Iewiſh 
Chutch, nor as Herod, who in the non-age of the 
Chriſtian Church, in policy for their own ſecu. 
rity, flew the infants, bur in meer cruelty, not 
deeming one of their poſterity worthy to ſurvive 
their parents, of whom the world was not wor- 


tby. But to theſe may bee applicd the Saying of 
that holy Father and Martyr, /Etas nee dum ba- 
Cypr,Epitt.zs B1lis ad pugnam, idones extitit ad coronam; ut 


appareret innocentes eſſe, qui propter Clriſium us 
runtur, infantia innocens 0b nomen ecju occiſaeſi; 
an age notyet able ro weld the lighteſt weapon, 
is fit to wear the heavieſt & moſt glorious crown; 
and that it mightappear that they are innocene 
that are ſlain for Chriſt, innocents, even inno- 
cency it ſelſe mnſt endure for him. And thus 
you ſce what entertainment hath been oIVEn tO 
the Saints of God in all ages, you ſee how black 
the Spouſe of Chriſtis made through thoſe hot 
perſecutions : if it was neceſlarily pertinent, this 


migh 


(43) 
might be expaciated by ” Examples of papiſts, 


but let this ſuffice for the ſecond Propoſition, 


CHAP. VI. 


Ow to take up the third Propoſition, Thar 
& Y though a Church ſhould be fiript of a:l thoſe 
glorious Ornaments, and left naked to all her 
enemies ; or if the foundations thereof were 
ſhaking, and ſhe in danger of loſing thoſe happi- 
nefles, yet Prayer is a moſt probable and ſpiriru- 
ally-rationall means to recover a loſt, & preſerye 
a tottering condicion, even prayer for the Civil 
Magiſtrate, and Government under which in 
preſear the Church hath her being; I ſay the pro» 
curcment or ſettlement of thoſe blefled immuni- 
tics probably may be by prayer : 
Firſt in reſpeR of the Mas 
giſtcace,for whom wee pray and make 
Secondly, in reſpeR of ( our intercefſtons. 
God, to whom 
1 Prayer put up to God for the happineſle of 
Magiſtrates and their Govyerament, is a probable 
meanes to procure happineſſe to a Church from 
the Magiſtrate, if wee confider the. Magiftrate 
himſelfe, who hereby may receive a clcar demon- 
ſtration of thegature of their profcffion, whither 
it eruly rends; fince that this is theirpractice, that 
they prey to the great Gad of heaven(with whom 
they dare not deal deceirfylly) for his ſatery and 
H 2 proſperity 
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proſperity : and k. this they are bound by the 
principles of their Religion, daily both in private 
and publique ſooft as they have opportunity; yea 
although the Magiſtrate ſhould continue his per- 
ſecution againſt them for profeſſing the true God: 
Herein I ſay, is a moſt clear evidence of the in- 
tegrity of Chriſtians exhibited to all men, and 
more eſpecially to the Magiſtrate, whereby chey 
may the eaſier be induc'eto grant thoſe things un- 
to them, which they know them ſo ſincerely to 
ſeeke as well for the Magiftrates welfare as 
for their owne. They haying no greater peacc,ho 
ſurer liberry*in Religion, no clearer vindication 
againſt perſonall and private injuries, then whar 
their Profeſſion might demand under any Govern 
ment. And though Magiſtrates have ignorantly 
received {landers caſt upon their Religion, as ſe- 
dicious, faRtious, an enemy to peace, and all 
Lawfull Authority; yet by theſe their ſo ſweer 
diſpoſitions and deportments may the mouths of 
gainſayers be ſtopped, and therebymay the ears 
of Magiſftrats be opend toentertain any reſonablc 
motions for the adyaneement of their profeſſion, 
and in the mean time to retain good thoughts 


both of it, and its profeflors. 

Satan of oldhath*becn an accuſer of the bre- 
thren to God, and his inſtrumenes of o1d have 
accuſed them to ſuch as are as Gods in this 
world; nor only roabate the happineſle of the 
Chutch, but to draw-aclould oyer the dawnivgs 


of 


began, there were found enough to haſten them, 
this is their cry: Pſal. 137. 7. Kaze it, raze.it 


even to the foundations thereof. And when crou- 


ble is faln on her, many are ready to lay more 
waight to make her yetmore miſerable : theLord 
reproves Edom for this, Obed.12,13,14-Byt thou 
ſbouldefi not bave looked on the day of thy brotber, 
inthe day that be became a flranger, neither ſhould- 
efl thou bave rejoyced over the children of Iudab in 
the day of their defiruttion : neitber ſhouldeft thou 
bave fpoken proudly in the day of difireſſe &xc. 
And ithis people buta little raiſe up their heads 
above the waters, for a refreſhment to themſelves: 
& others, how ready do they ſtand to knock them 
down; thus they dealtwith Danie/ and the three 
Children, they beginning bur a little to ſhake off 
the baſcneſſe of their bondage,and to be lifted up 


into the Kings preſence( whereby not only they 
bur the reſt of their brethren might finde com. 


fort,) were counter-plotted by ungodly perſons, 
as we read Dan.3.8,9,07c. by way of Billand Ace 
culation concerning their God , and that the 

ſl:;ghrced the King. Andifthe Charch it ſelf begin 
to ſhake off her priſon garments, and climb up 
the dry banks out of the red ſea of her tribulati- 
ons, how many,and potent adverſaries ſhall ſhee 
meet withal! Cyrwhe begins to open a doore of 
Salvation tothe Jew, but in the daycs of the next: 


4. King, 


of their deliyerances, under which they haye ſate 
down long in trouble. When Iſraels troubles 
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King, many tiſe to ſhut the doore againſt them, 
and thatby maliciouſly aſperſing the people: Ez 
144-12, 13. Be it known unto the King, that 1be 
lewes which came up from thee to ws, are come unto 
leruſalem, building tbat rebelliow and bad Cty, 
which if it be builded, and the wals ſet up again, 
then will they not pay toll, eribute, and cuſtom,&f: 
The grand acculation layd-againit Chriſt, was, 
that hee would bec King, and thereby draw in a 
great multitude to him, not only to diſturb, bur 
to depoſe that preſent Authority, and fo he muſt 
be arraigned and condemned as a Rebell and a 
Traytor, Mark 15.16... The ſame charge was 
layd againſt the Apoſtle, as appears by that wiſe 
and moderate anſwer of Gamaltel to the Coun- 
cell, As 5. And as it appears by Hiſtories, after 
the death of the Apoſtles, the ſame did the Iewes 
infinuate into Goycrnors & Rulers againſt Chri- 
ſtians, wherby many times they were a great oc- 
caſfion of their perſecution, And ſo likewiſe did 
their Atrologers, Diviners, prefiigiatores ills. 
rum temporum,not only draw away the Magiſtrate 
from the Faith, as E/jmaz did the Deputy, bur 
inſtigate them to a yiolene perſecution of it: as 
allo by Apoſtates and other Seducers. 

Bur the paticat bearing of their croubles fol+ 
lowing upon their accuſers reproaches, and that 
without any reſiſtance, but rather ſubmitting to 
chem with all meeknefſe and willingneſfle , did 
engage the Saints to love and pray for them arty 

i 
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did alſo much plead for their juſtification : and 
ſuch was the advice of the Apoſtle toall Chrifti- 
ans in that condicton,,x Per. 3-9, Io, I1- Not 
rendring evill for evill, or railing for railing : but 
chtrariwiſe bleſſing , knowing that yee are there - 
unto called, that ye ſhould inberit a bleſſing. 
For be that will love life and ſee good daies, tet 
bim refram bis tongue from evill, and bis lips that 
they ſpeak no guile : Let bim eſcbew ell, and 
dee. good, let bim ſeeke peace and enſue nt. And 
not only their patience withour the feaſt con- 
tempt of Authority, did much yindicate them ; 
bur ſuch was the inoffenfive courage and facred 
pride (of that their condicion) joyned to their 
paticnce, that many of their enemies were there- 
by convinced, and became weary in affliting 
them. We readofan Epiſtle ſent to a perfecu- 
ting Emperor by one of his Deputies, It (ſcil. _ 
Chriſtianis) magis in optarrs eft, ut in crimen ad- ©? Ecfebalings 
dutÞ moriem pro ſro Des apperant quan vita frus CAaP+1 2, 
antur, unde ſua wſorum vita bec patto prodita, 
malto majorem clarioremque reportant vittoriam, 
ec. Iris more dcfirable ro Chriſtians thar they 
being made guilry of this crime of” proſeſfing 
Chriſt, eo kiſſe death than enjoy their lives, their 
life ſo loſt brings in a more glorious viRory to 
them. And ſ\urely ſuch as had courage ro lay. 
down their lives with this chearfulnefle, had as: 
much in other wayes ro ſpend them; bur their 
cruelty could not force them ro a Rebellion; nor. 
being: 
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being put to a ſtand, would they reſiſt ſo much as 
m . in opprobrious language. Paul brought before 
a High Prieſt, whom, ignorantly and inconli- 
deratly he called the Whited Wall, who indeed 
was bat the image of Authority, his Secuffar 
power being taken away by the Romans, and his 
Eccleſiaſtical by Chriſt, yer fitting in the place 
of Iudicature, as a Ruler of bis people, muſt nor 
bee taunted and undervalued by an Apoſtle of 
Chriſt: Pauls ſudden checking of himſelfe might 
moſt clearly convince the Magiſtrate, that really 
and intentionally he was not of a contencious 
and contumacious ſpirit : and might alſo render 
his Profeſſion (then in queſtion) the more placid 

and peaccable to them in Anthority. 
Moreoyer, though ſtill they ſhould proceed 
to ſlay theſe dumb & innocent Lambs, they can. 
not beat them out of the life of Charity, but e- 
ven upon the Crofle when their enemies hands 
are lifted up againſt them, then the Chriſtians 
voyces and hearts are lifted up to God for them; 
even then they moſt fncerely and fervently pray 
for them: and what they then breathed out is bur 
(as I may ſo ſay) the Amens of ſome thouſands of 
prayers formerly put up for them : And mee 
thinks if every Magiſtrate ſhould truly and im- 
partially diſcourſe this in his minde, and rayſe up 
arguments from theſe mens devotions againſt 
their own cruel aQions; if there were but comon 


humanity, or ordinary policy in themz they 
would 


ſhould readily concede and'allow that to the op 
preſſed ſubjeQ, in which the ſubjeR ſo really la 
bours to preſervehis Magiſtrate. 
Tacere liceat, nulla libertas minor. 
A Rege petitiur onnmmm 

No lefle a freedom can be defired, no lefſe re 
turned, than for a people to fit down in ſilence: 
no Magiſtrate can afford lefle peace ro him whom 
none can force to break it, than to hold his peace, 
and therein to have his peace. Mee thinks the 
Magiftrate might reaſon his own duty out of the 
ſubjcasz and ſure if yet he remain unperſwaded, 
this or nothing will perſwade him : foft words 
(and ſo mildeaQions) mollify wrath, and padciſy 
the wrath of Kings. A great King will witneſſe 
thisunco us, and from him it is argued byLypfigs 
for ſubj<Rs to live in quiet even under Tyrants ; 
for the hearts of Magiſtrates arc-more placed sn 
their ſubjefts, than in themſelv:s, and they arc 
often guided more by the ſubjeQs Carriage, than 
their own Counſell; the end of Lawes, Gover- 
nors, and all Goyernments, being to make men 
go0d, that the bad might nor live badly, bur 
the good in peace. When the Magiſtrate ſees 
thy doQrin, thy conſcience, thy praQice,carrying 
forth nothing lefſc in all thy prayers and inter- 
ecſſions ; when peace is wanting or in danger to 
be loſt, thou conſcienſciouſly and pioully inter. 
cedeſt for it; when thou haſt ir, thou prayſeſt 


God for it, of whom thou haſt received ir, the au. 
| thor 


0) 
thor of peace. Fi, © JT that will (as 
hee ought) wiſely read his ſubjeRs much, muſt 
learn by theſe what they are, and be tawugbt from 
what they ate, ſo to preſerve them in peace and 
righ:couſnecſle, and in Religion leading unto 


both; to which his own reaſon if not his duty 
in all conſcience might dire him, 


2 This.is a rational way in reſpec of God, to 
whom we pray, to obtain theſe things, viz. by 
praying for the Magiſtrate under whote boughs 
wereſtour ſclves, and under whoſe ſhadow we 
finde protcQion : nay, though wee want theſe 
things, yet the way to obtain them under ſuch a 
Magiſtracy is, to pray for that Magiſtracy. 

1 In that God is the author of all bleſſings, 
and ſo of theſe, viz. Peace, Godlineſſe, and Ho. 
neſly : tro whichend, he is as wel the DireBGor as 
the Knower of the hearts and wayes of all men; 
andcan as wel (bya ſecret violence on the ſpirits 
of men) keep evill men from doing evill, as þy a 
gracious change ſet on 'evill men to doe good : 
nay, without any ſuch change hee can make a 
Magiſirate thae is naturally feirce, to inſtitute 
Lawes for peace, an [dolater to protea Godli- 
nefle, an unjuſt Judge to deal juſtly, as well as 
make a cruell man peaceable, a wicked man god- 
ly, or an uurighteous man honeſt. God makes 
Magiſtrates, and God makes Magiſtrates good, 
and to become a bleſſing to his people: Promo. 


clon comes not out of the Eaſt or Weſt, bur 


from 
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from the Lord, as to make Magiſtrates neithe? 
does Peacecome from the Eaſt or Weſt, but from 
the Lord through Magiſtrates, whom hee hath 
made the moſt proper means to eſtabliſh or ro 
deſtroy theſc bleſlings : they are the clouds that 
God hath made to drop fatneſſe on his own inhe- 
ritance, Or becauſe of them it waxes barren and 
deſolate, As by him Kings Reign, ſo by him 
Kings Rule, or Princes decree juflice. Hee turnes 
the Condicions of Great Ones like the wheel, ſud- 
denly placing the nethermoſt part uppermoſt; 
and he changes their bearts like a River, cauſing 
them to runin what chanel hee pleaſes, and to 
whom hee pleaſes. Prov.21. 1. The Kings beart 
it in the band of the Lord, as the Rivers of water, 
be turnathit whitberſoever be will. God caſts the 
hearts of men into what diſpoſicions he pleaſes, 
&when men have made them bad, he makes them 
ayer again, good. Paul was a man of parts and 
power amongſt the Rabbies, and a man extream- 
ly violent againſt the Church of God, yet on an 
inſtant wee finde him as faſt building up the 
Church as he was pulling of it down. KLnaſeb 
chat fed on the lives of his ſubjeQs, became a 
nurſing Father tothem z and he that offetd blood 
to Idols, offers tears unto the Lord. Trajan at 
length laid afide his Lions ſkin, and pur on the 
Lambs. Maximinus a moſt licencious cruel! Ma- 
giftrate, when God laid his hand of vengeance 
on him, before his death, was reclaimd : tantw 


I-13 miſerits 
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miſeri;s ( ſaith the Eccleſiaſtick Hiſtorian) col. 
luktans redit ad Deum, perſecutionem in Cbriſiia- 
nos. ſedar, Templa readificat, preces pro Imperii 
flatu petue z/ firiveing (but not able ro break from 
the power of juſtice) with bis many miſeries, hee 
returns to the Lord, quenches the fire of his per- 
ſecution, not only gives liberty but contributes 
his own aſliftance co the re-<dification of the 
Chriſtians Temples, for the publique worſhip 
of God, and therein deſires prayers continuall 
to bee more for the happineſle of State and Go. 
yernment: a wonderful change ! ſure it is by the 
mighty hand of God conquering and leading 
captive ſuch high thoughts and prond imagina- 
cions into obedicnce to himſelfe & his Church : 
by any rational apprehenſion it could be as little 
judged that this Emperor ſhould become ſo mer- 
cifull, as once that Hazaet ſhould become ſo 
cruell; but he that can alter the hearts of Princes 
ro affli& his people, can as cafily alter them to 
nouriſh his people, and to take off their bonds : 
And a litcle further I muſt obſerve this miracle, 
in that ſo high & blood-thirſty an cnemy ſhould 
appcar {0 tender a friend, that even hee who ryi. 
ned men becauſe Chriſtians,ſhould invite all men 
ro bee Chriſtians, that hee who with ſuch zeal c. 
rcacd Temples and Altars to his Idols, ſhould 
throw down his Gods, ſacrifice his Priefts and- 
Falſc. prophets, to their deſtruQion, as his deju. 
ders ; and thoſe ſychophanticall foyorites, who 


b 
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were the inſtruments to provoake him to- this 
perſecution,ſhould be caſt off by him and become 
contemptible. I ſay, this is the Lords doing, 
and itis exceeding wonderfull in our cares ; his 
band is not yet ſbortned to work ſuch changes, 
nor his eare yet beayy to reccive the prayers of 
his people to this end. | 
2 As he is able to work forhis Church upon 
their Rulers, ſo he is nigh athand to do this for 
ſuch as call upon him : 
His willinoneff promiſes 
5 WH ng ne experiences Sto his people. 
appears in his <A 
Firſt, in his promiſes : weſee the Lord (mind- 
ing the happineſle of his people) hath freely en. 
gaged himſelfe to procure ſuch Magiſtrates for 
them,as ſhould yeeld unto them the bleſſed fruits 
of holineſſe and righteouſnes,and accordingly he 
hath given chem ſuch as have been more induſtri- 


ous to obtaine them, then his carcleſſe people 
have been preparcd to receive them. I ſhall nor 


multiply places, but open a few materiall ones, 
wherein the promiſſory right of the Church may 
appear hereto. In generall, the Lord hath pro- 
miſe | ro give to his Son a. people out of-all peo. 
ple, both great and ſmall, whichche VWord a- 
bundantly reſtifes in its hiſtoricall part; .Pſa/.2. 
8. 15k of me, and 1 ſhall givetbee the Hethen for 
thine inheritance, and the \uttermoft. patts of the 


Earth for tby poſſeſſion. And among his Churches 
= ſuch 
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Tach as ſhould remain enemies and troublers of 
it, he undertakes to reduce them ad Gor Veritas» 
tif iniyneen Ecclefie, to the knowledge of the 
Truth, and a ſubmiſſive acknowledgment of the 
Church ; Bebold, I will make them of the S yna- 
gogue of Satan, which ſay they are Iewss and are 
not but dgelie, to come and worſhip before thy feet, 
and to know that I have loved thee ©: theſe promi- 
ſes do much concern the peace of his Church, 
and indifferently reſpeQs Magiſtrates as ſubjeRs; 
bur we ſhall cheifcly look after Magiſtrates, and 
ſee how Chriſt hath lefr them for her good as the 
chiefe part of the joynture of his Spouſe. We 
ſee a promiſe of-refincing, and reſtoring of the 
Magiſtrates of his people to their priſtine inte- 
grity, who were formerly corrupted, and ſo to 


make them uſefull that were hurtfull: Ja. i. 25, 

26. And 1 will turn my hand upon thee, and purely 

purge an tby droſſe, and take away all thy tin. 
r 


And 1 will refloretby ludges as at the firſt, and thy 
Counſellors as at ihe inning - afterward thou 
ſbalt be called the City of righteouſneſſe, the faith- 
full City : bur this is the leaſt of the works of 
God in this particular- Iſa. 49. 23. Kings {ball 
be thy nurſing fathers,and Owens thy nurſing mo- 
thers : they ſball bow dewnto thee with their face 
rowgrd the carth, and lick up the duſt of thy feet, 
and thou ſhalt know that 1 am the Lord: for they 
ſhall not be afbamed that wait for me: and we ſee 
here that God will haye a Church where never 


any 


TENEE (35) 
any was; he will plant in a barren. and dry wil- 
derneſſe, where inhabitc cruell and ungodly men; 
yethere the Church ſhall encreaſe beyond tts 
bounds, the ſeed of Chriſt ſhall go beyond the 
ſced of Abrahim,that was as the ſtarres, and ſand 
of the ſea ſhore for number: vperſe20.T be children 
which thou ſbalt bave, after thou haſt loft tbe 0- 
ther, ſhall [ay again in thine ears, The place is too 
ſirarght for me, grove place to me that 1 may dwell: 
this ſhall be co her own aſtoniſhment, and admi- 
ration, both for the number, and the manner of 
their encreaſe : verſe 21. Then ſbalt tbou ſay in 
thine beart, who bath begotten me theſe, ſeeing I 
bve loft my children, and am deſolate, a captive, 
and removing to and fro? and who bath brought 
_—_ Bebold, I was left alone, theſe where bad 
they beene? then the Lord tells thee who is the 
cheite cauſe hereof, and where and whence the 
Lord will gather thoſe for thee : verſe 22, Thus 
ſaith the Lord God, bebold, 1 will lift up mine 
band to the Gentiles, and ſet up my flandard te 
tbe people ; and they ſball bring tby ſons in their 
armes, and thy daughters ſball be carried upon 
their ſboulders. And then the means he will uſe 
tO bring theſe things about, he will make uſe of 
the Magiftrates, who in their care, and love ſhall 
be as fathers and mothers, yet giving honour and 
ſubjetion as children: They ſhall bow down to 
thee, verſe 23. I/a.60. we ſee the off ſpring and 


generation of ſuch as know not rhe Church, and 
| of! 
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of ſuch as knew her, but hated her, were given 
unto her to ſerye her, to repair and ſtrengthen 
her, ver/e 10. 14+ So much peace and rightcoul- 
neſſe that there ſhall be neither watch nor ward 
keptamongſt them, verſe 11. And a great change 
in their outward eſtates, perſe 17. But the cauſe 
hereof muſt be in the change of men: God will 
rake in great men to his Church, thorow whom 
theſe bleſſings ſhall be conveyed to her, verſe 16. 
Thou fbalt alſo ſuck the milk of the Gentiles, and 
ſuck the breaft of Kings, &e. what is it they ſhal 
draw forth out of their breaſts ? their Lawes, 
their Sword, and Strength, even all their power 
and intereſts, for peace and righteouſnellc. 

But you will ſay, that this can never be brought 
about withour the deſtruction of the Antichrifti. 
an enemies of his Church, that have ſpoiled her 
of all cheſe bleſſings, and ſtill Rand bertwixt her 
and the enjoyment of them : the Lord thetetore 
ro remoye them hath promiſed to put a Sword 
into the hand of the Magiſtrates, and to ſtirre 
up their ſpirits unto this work, Revel. 17. 16, 17. 
And the ten Hornes which thou ſaweſt upon the 
Beaſt they ſball bate the Whore, and make ber d - 
ſolate, eFc. If we had no more promiles in the 
whol Word, theſe were ſufficient infallibly oo 
binde the Lord to this, and faithfully to preſerve 
the expeQations of his with him : and inceed all 
promiſes, bur eſpecially thoſe of this nature 
ſhould have theſe ſeverall efteRs on every true 

belcever, 
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beleever,v1iz. to transforme us into the likeneſſe 
of God in them; to live ſo on them as if in pre 
ſent wee ſhared of them, to ſtrengthen us in faith 
and patience towait on him,in hope to rejoyce in 
him, by prayer to ſtrive for che accompliſhmenr 
of them, and by our praQices to draw them on- 
ward to us, and to prepare our ſclves for them : 
to conclude this with that of an holy Martyr up- 
on that legacy of Chriſt, lefe to his people, My 
peace: I leave with you, ſaith that Chriſt haveing 
left or given to his Church peace in promiſe, 
banc nobu bereditatem Chrifius dedit, dong omnia 
ſu4polhientationis & premi in pacis conſerpatione 
promijit. Chriſt hath made us that beleive heirs 
of this peace, the only heirs of the promiſes of 
peace, and in the keeping of this he hath lapped 
up all bleſſings ſeryient unto this, and conſe- 
quent hereof, 

2 As you ſce the promiſe lics before you, ſo 
we findeby experience the mighty power of pray- 
cr, effeQing as great things as theſe promiſes 
containe : ;the Saints of God by prayer have c- 
licited the power of God, and ſtirred up the ten- 
der affeQions of God, to put forth that power to 
eſtabliſh his people in ſuch bleſſings. Heb. 11.3 3+ 
If Faith in the promiſes can ſubdue King domes, 
cannot the ſame Faith ſubdue the hearts ofKings 
and bring promiſes of as little difficulty to per- 
fetion ? Bur further , youwſhall ſee what way 
prayer hath made into the hearts of Kings, ng 

K Nat 


_ 
ght more graci 


that God hath wrou ouſly on their 
ſpirits upon their prayers, than by his judiciall 
fignes and wonders. We read of that great trou- 
ble and afflition the ſpirit of Nebemiab lay under 
for the ſad eflate of Hieruſalem, which the King 
his Maſter diſcovers in his countenance, and to 
know the cauſe of which he was very percunQory 
and inquiſftive, as you may read Neb. 2. Nebe- 
miab mighe well acquaint him, bur little hopes 
he had to prevayl, to gain a people our of capri. 
vity, or being dElivered, to raiſe meanes to enable 
ſuch beggerly and poore captives to repaire the 
Temple, Hieruſalem, and build their own houſes, 
a work too difficult chrough its greatnefſe and 
their weakneflt : yer firſt Nebemiab ſeeks God by 
prayer, verſe 4- So 1 prayed to the God of Heaven. 
Then he preyayles with the King, verſe 5,6. If 
it pleaſe the King, &c. The ſame courſe takes 
Efler and ſucceeds: the Iewes arc in great danger 
and are all like to periſh, ſhee knowes not what 
courſe to venture upon to ſave them, but that 
which was more dangerous; for to go into the 
Kings. preſence was death without the golden 
Scepterz and if happily ſhe ſcaped that, yer it 
was an uncertain way, very improbable it was 
that a woman and a captive too, ſhould upon a 
bare requeſt undo what a great Court Favourite 
had done, and which being executed carricd a 
great pretencec of etnolument and income to the 
Kings Treaſury ; yet mark the way ſhee takes, 
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Chap. 4.v.16. Go gather together all the Iewes thas 


are in Sbuſhan and faft yoafor me: I alſo &> mite 
will ec. ſuchas were moſt ready muſt joyne in 
this duty, they muſt not delay its performance 
till all (chat were like to fuffer) ſhould know oft: 
bur firſt they prayfor her good ſpeede : and when 
ſhee comes, ſhe findes rhe heart of of the King as 
ready to receive her, and anſwer her in all her 
defires, as if her foul had beene tranſanimated to 
his body, or had beene long before prepared for 
her. See then the mighty power of prayer, thar 
prevailes for the deſtruQtion of many and po- 
rent enemies, why not for their ſalvation ? does 
not their ſalyation ly in the way of thy prayer as 
well as chceir ruine?or is it lefle glory to God, or 
would it be lefle comfort to his Church rather to 
ſce them ſayed then ruined? prayer hath wrought 
fayour for the Charch in their eyes, aud it mighe 
worke favour for them alſoin the Lords eyes g 
and fure it is, that this is the beſt way co make 
chem the Churches, for if they were the Lords 
they would be his peoples : and its farre ſweeter 
to ſuck the milke out of the breaſts of gracious 
Magiſtrates, then wicked Magiſtrates, though 
theirfayours ſhould be all one : and if prayer be 
a means whereby Solomon obtains grace for him- 
ſelfe, its a meansalſo whereby a people may ob- 
raine it for the Magiſtrate, wherein they might 
be made happy in a free and reall collation of 


theſc bleſſings on them. 
K 2 3. And 
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3. And herein this gratious ſucceſſe only 


apſwers the Lords own direfion :; he gives usthis 
in command as a means to procure any mercy and 
in generall to encourage the neceſſitated to this, 
tells us ofthe power of it. lam.5.16. Thbeeffeftu- 
all fervent prayer of the righteous avails much. 
Butas to theſe in particular; the Lord tels his 
his people how precious his thoughts were to 
them in their captivity, that his minde ſtood to 
their grace and mercy. ler. 29.11. { know the 
tbougbts, ec. And the Lord tels them this for 
this end, to put them upon this divine exerciſe 
of prayer, that they might draw out his gracious 
intentions into as, verſe 12. then ſball ye go and 
pray unto me, ec. verle 14. and 1 will be found 
of you, aud turn away your captivity. And again 
when thoſe thoughts of God ſhall be made mani- 
feſt to his peoples happineſle, by enclining the 
hearts of their oppreſſours to them, even theic 
Kings heart, God ſhewes of what temper and 
diſpoſition his people ſhall be, makeing way for 
thoſe mercies. ler.z0.4. Intboſe dayes and at 


come, they and ibe children of ludah _ going 


and weeping ; tbey ſhall go and ſecke the Lord 


their God. We know that the ground of engage- 


ment to promiſe mercy, and of the performance 
of thoſe promiſes lyes in himſelfe ; the ſame cauſc 
that moved him to make them, excites him to a 


fpecdy and ſcaſonable accompliſhment of them : 
yet 
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yet the Lord draws arguments from us, even the 
worke of his grace 1n us, and the working of that 
graceout of usup to himſclfe, to accelerate the 
worke : in the forementioned promtſe of crown- 
ing his ſpouſe with ſuch an hopefull Magiſtracy 
he gives this reaſon of it 1/a. 29.23. for they ſhall 
not be aſhamed that waite for me : firſk they muſt 
waite tor the glorious appearance of God in ſuch 
bleſſings amongſt his peoplg : againe it muſtbee 
granted, that this attendance muſt be in his own 
way z for its not a dead hope, nor an aQiiveleſle 
faith, bur ſuch as ſtirrs up the ſoul to carneſt de- 
ſires and fervent longings aſſured on the faith- 
tulneſſe and truth of Go4 in ſuch promiſes : ſuch 
then ſhall not beaſhamed , they ſhall not waite in 
vaine, their expeRation ſhall not faile them: 
whereby rhey ſhould repent themſclyes of that 
way they have walked in, nor the wicked take oc. 
caſion ro reproach them, ſaying, whereis their 
God, We meet with another paſlage in Peter, 
who movcing the Chriſtians to patience in trou- 

ble, toa truce perſuance of Peace, cloſes the exo 
hortation with this argument. For the eyes cf the 

Lord are upon the righteous and his eares are open 

unto ther prayess EF c1 Pet.3.12 7 as if the Apo- 

file ſhould inminde us of Gods ſpecial obſerya- 

tion of Chriſtians deportment in ſuch times of 
tryall; that it be ſuch that their prayers may tind 

acceptance with him, whoſtands ready to receive 

them : nay if we had no greater aſſurance of their 

K 3 certain 
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bacus, dignus 
admit, com- 
mendatilis; 
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certain ayailement, then in the rext, it was ſuffi- 
cient. encouragement £0 us, x<air Br x Sghrler this 
tsa loyecly and acceptable thing thus to pray for 
them thatare in Au,hority ; the face of a ſoul is 
comely ini Gods eyes thus compleQioned, and 
diſpoſed y aprayer iſſuing from ſuch an affeQi- 
on comes with great approbation 1nto his pre- 
ſence : here is then a certainety of good ſpeede 
cre we go, wedefirc ig this a thing ſutable to the 
minde of God, which already he hath agreed on 
in himſclfe, and promiſed in his Word co grant 
us z either to give us the Magiſtrate, or to give 
vs theſe bleſſings under his government : for ſure 
ſuch qualifications as theſe, of charity, contenr, 
patience, &c. which muſt be ina ſoul praying for 
an inimicitious Goyernour,purs great beauty on 
the ſoul, and power unto prayersg not to make ir 
ſclfe meritorious, but haveing the charaQer ofhis 
own prayers, and will upon them , Chriſl himſelf 
will own them, take them out of our hands and 
preſent them to his Father in the benalte of his 
oppreſſed members : thus you may conceive the 
probability of this heavenly ordinance ſerying 
unto theſe ends. 


CHAP. VII. 


Ew there be that belceve the wayes of God,or 
have had a clear experience hereof, but will 
grant this, and are reſolved in the uſe of other 
meanes 


| (63) , 
meanes, and wirhour the rational appearance of 
ſuch meanes, conſcionably to apply themſelves 
co this praQtice: But here it will bee demanded, 
whether indifferenly for any Power, Authority, 
or Government, under which we live, ought we 
to pray for them in reference to ſuch ends : the 
cnds are good, but whether thorow any Magi- 
ſtracy we ought ſo ro ſeek for their adminiſtraci- 
on, is the queſtion ? and ſo by conſequence whe- 
ther God may make this preſent Goyernmene 
ſerviceable hereunto, and wee pray for them in 
reference thereto ? 

To this 1 anſwer affirmatively, which I ſhall 
endeayour to prove, 

1 From the praQtice of particular ſervants of 
God, and the Churches of Godin all ages. 

2 From ſome plain demonftrative arguments. 

3 By reſolving certain objeQiggs, that may 
with-hold many conſcicntious C ians from 


the praQice hereof. 
1 That it hath been the prattice of the ſervants 


of Cod (and accordingly to them haye the judge- 
ments of many orthodox Divinesfaln in) to pray 
for thoſe Governors and Rulers under which they 
[ived. The teſtimonies of men eminent in the 
Faith, and in reforming Churches, are no infal- 
lible ground for my faith; bur where I ſee they 
accord with certain Scripturall examples, they 
for the preſent are a guide to mee, and reſolyec . 
thoſe doubts about which 1 might ſcem fo anxi- 
ous and defirous of decilion. Ve 


( 64) 
\Ve finde Abrabam praying for Abimlelech,and 
all his family, that were Hethens, which hee did 
by Gods (peciall direQionz and Abrabam could 
donoleſle as a gratcfull return of Abimelech his 
kindneſſe to him, and a diſcharge of his duty to 
God: the caſe was thus; Abimelech in his igno- 
rant innocency took Sarah to be his Concubine, 
from Abraham, who would not ownher to be his 
wife, and ſo might in the wrong of himſelfe have 
loſt her; who might as well have been ſecured 
from danger, as ſhe was from defilement, had he 
truſted the Lord : But Abimelech knowing her 
to be his wife, makes reflitution of that which he 
injurioufly (though ignorantly) had taken, here 
is juſtice. Abrabam prayes for him, and that the 
wombs of his family might bee opened to bring 
forth encreaſe, becauſe 1b;melech had nor un- 
cleanly touched that womb from which ſhould 
ſpring a blefiwe ro all Nations. All this is done 
by Gods direQtion , Abimelech gives Abraham his 
wife, Abrabam affords Ab:imelecb his prayers, 
and procures that bleſſing for him without which 
his Kingdom (ſhould hee have had no enemy) 
would ſoon have been waſted. And had rot God 
commanded this, ithad bcen no leſle juſt in Abt» 
melecb to have reſtored her, and no leſſe equal] 
in Abraham to have prayed tor him: Firſt, as 
having prozeQicn under him in his p1 grimage 
then kindneſſe and juſtice from him though an 
Hethen : itis more for a Hethen to do ſo for a 


b. leever, 
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belceyer, than for a beleever to pray ſo for him, 
under whoſe pdwer and Government hec lives 
eſpecially for a beleeving Prophet. His grand- 
child does no lefle for Pharaoh an Idolater, Gen. 
47-10. lacob bleſſed Pharaoh not only for thoſe 
Civill favours that he and his ſonnes had found in 
his eyes, but as a ſubjeRts duty, who was now 
come to live under his proteQRion; where that he 
might live in a bleſſed condicion, it becomes him 
to pray for a bleſſing upon that Prince, or Govers 
nor under whom and by whoſe meanes (uch bleſ(- 
ſings were to be received. 

Bur ſome will ſay, that theſe holy Patriarchs 
neceſſities compelled them to ſeek for proteRion 
and proviſion from them, and therefore no leſle 
than all manner of civill ſubjetion was due to 
them : their voluntary and entreated att threw 
them into theſe Princes armes; and humanity it 
ſclle might draw down their prayers and good 
wiſhes upon thele Princes heads. 

True; bur this may clearly bee anſwered : vet 
we will grant you fo farre, that ſuch as ſeek tor 
Magiſtrates proteQtion, and flic to them for 
ſafety, inreaſon & conſcience are bound to obey 
and pray for them. Yet let us diligently ſearch 
the Scriptures a litcle further, and we ſhall finde 
the Saints of God praying for ſuch Princes and 
Magiſtrates ro whom they were farced to yceld 
ſubjzetion; inſomuch that they were ſlaves ra- 
ther than ſubjefts; neither did they receive ſuch 

L coodneſſe 
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goodneſle from them, as might draw out their 
jolemn prayers for them, only the command of 
God which is thus dircRed to the people in gene- 
rall, Icr.29.7. Seek the peace, EX. Seek, that is, 
by prayer and praQtice. I know the time of therr 
captivity was derermined by thc Lord, and it was 
to no purpole to ſtrive, being againſt the Decree 
of God, which laid fironger hands upon them 
than the Tyrants : yet in the mean time they muſt 
ſeek & endevour after peace, which in that place 
ſhould bee as fully enjoyed as if they had been ar 
home, their wals built up, and no enemy in thcir 
Ganany : as they continued in peace, ſo without 
ſtriving they went out tn peace z who elſe might 
have bin lead out of Babylon as their forefathers 
were out of Egypt; only that was a rcward of 
their obedient and patient ſuffering. Wee read 
likewiſe that holy Daniel was in this frame, when 
he was prepared tor food for the hungry Lyons, 
being caſt off from his Throne into the pir by the 
Decree of the King, as it the greedy grave would 
have becn too mercitull, therefore hee muſk bee 
interred in the bellies of Beaſts, thar the Sepul- 
chre of this Prophet might not bec hereafter 
known : and notwithſtanding this cominucd cru- 
elty atcd againſt him, he prayes for the King, 
Dan.g-19. and 6-21. O King, live for ever. This 
Dariu was an uſurper of the Perjian and lewiſh 
Monarchics, to whom bur little obedience by 
right might appear due: bow many arguments 
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from his own Nation, from his preſent condici- 
on, and his cruell uſurpation,might he have aſſu. 
med, to have entered him into an cternall curſc : 
but it is impoſſible ro finde praying Danze/ out of 
a praying praQiicez hee prayes for perpetuity of 
years to be added to Darius his aged dayes,being 
62 years old when he entred upon his forced Go- 
vernments : And probably if Darius had heard 
Dan:els prayer out of his chamber window,ſfome 
part thereof had been to the ſame purpole as this 
in the pit, which the Prophet as one of the chief. 
eſt preſented to the God of Heaven, for ſuch like 
direions were ſent to Hieruſalem, as wee read 
Baruch 1. 11.12. And pray for the life of Nabu- 
chadnez2,ar, eFc. which quelitionleſſe was not in 
complement from Danzel ſent to them, nor in 
policy peformed by the brethren at Hieruſalem, 
they being ſo much in rhe eyes of their enemies, 
Rulers, and others mixt with them in and abour 
tharCity, and ſo ſubjeQto any intelligence and 
accuſation that might bee given in againſt the 
lewes to the Babylonian King ; bur meerly from 
principles of piety and conſcience, knowing they 
ow'dno leſle to their Governors, and fo ought 
in reference to God to praiſe him for them, who 
many times ſtirred up their hearts co ſhew them 
favours, as to pray to him for them, that they 
might reccive favours from them z3 who rogether 
bleſſed the infiruments, and bleſlcd God for 


them. 
10 
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To theſe we read the care of Chriſt (a naturall 
lew, and who might claim as much priviledge 
and exemption as any) in paying his I ribute to 
the uſurper of the lewiſh Kingdom, being then 
under the Roman z with what wiſdom he ayſwer- 
ed their objeRions made toentrap him, that hee 
might deny their Authority z but ſtill he granted 
Tribute due to them for their maintenance, and 
payd it himſelfe : what we pay to, wee may pray 
ſor, elſe wee do but aQ that really which wee dare 
not acknowledge in words, which is the leaſt ac- 
knowledgment, the lefler ſubjeRion. The Apo- 
files are frequent herejn, inſtruQting the Miniſters 
nnder them to preſſe forwards this praftice in 
their dayes, Titws 3. 1. Put them in minde to be 
ſubjeft to Principalities, &Fc. and gives the rea- 
ſon of it, it being rather the genuine property of 
unbelcevers, unprincipled with graceand good. 
neſſe, to bemaliciouſly affected to Superiors, (as 
ſome ſay the fin of the Devill was before his fall) 
and thence to deſpiſe & reſiſt them, as ſomtimes 
we were that now do beleeve, verſe 3. For we our 
ſelves alſo were ſomtimes fooliſh, diſubedient, de. 
ceived, ſerving drvers lufls and pleaſures, liveing 
in malice and envy, batefull, and bating one ano- 
ther. 1Pet.2. 12,13,14- Having your converſa- 
cion bonefi, ec. Rom. 13. rt. Be /ubjett unto the 
bigher power?, Ec. So Jude, not to deſpiſe Go- 
vernment : Where in ail Churches they were ex- 
horted to due fubjeQion, to innocent converſa- 
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rion, toa reverend eſtimation of them, paying 
unto them our dues, theleaſt payment being the 
Tribute of our prayers. Where the Apoſiles re. 
quire obedience from us to them,not as Hethens 
but as Magiftrates though Hethens : and they 
that raught us that It z5 better to obey God than 
man ; where their commands contradit one a- 
nothgr, taught us alſo to obey them for the Lords 
ſake, where their commands oppole nor. 

To theſe wee adde the praQtices of the Church 
in her primitive purity, Dionyſus that peace: 
maker & deſirer of Unity in the Churchof God, 
in his Apology for Chriſtians under the peſecu- 
tion of Verus thus writes : Nos unam Deum omni- 
um fabricatorem 
buic ettam fine intermiſſione pro ecorum regno ut 
firmum &y flabile maneat, preces adhibemut : we 
ſerve & worſhip one God the maker of all chings, 
to whom wee offer our prayers continually, thac 
their Kingdom and Government might remayn 
firm & ſure. Tertiullian obſerves thus in his De- 
fence of the innocency of the Church in his days, 
Nos pro ſalute Imperatorum Deum invocamus, — 
precantes ſumus ſi mper pro omnubus Imperatort- 
bus, vitam ullu prolizam, imperium ſecurum, do- 
mum tutam, exercitus fortes, Senatum fidelem, po- 
pulum prybum, orbem qu/etum, quecunque hominis 
£9 Ceſarw voia ſunt ; we call upon Go! for the 
health of our Emperors, wee pray continually for 
all our Emperors that they may have along life 
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a ſecure dominion, ſate houſe, ſirong armies,”a 
ſairhfull Council, an honeſt people, and a quier 
Nation; whatCeſar or man can wiſh, wee wiſh 
for them. And hercinto fall the judgments of 
orthodox Expoſitors, and Writers, glorious 


Lights in their generation : to refer you but ro 
a few; Peter Martyr.Com. loc. Farew in Kom 13 
Comment. &# Aphoriſm. Marlor. in 1Tim.2. Ge- 
rard. Com. loc.de Magifr. politico, pag. 9233, 924. 
Ameſ. caſ. conſe. lib. 5. cap. 25. p.313. Debent pro 
ipfis ſingulariter orare, 14que omni genere oratio- 
nis: wee ought principally and in particular to 
pray for them, (ſpeaking of Magiſtrates) and that 
with all kinde of prayers : praying for mercies for 
them, interceding in their miſeries, and giving 
thanks for their happineſſe. Whatſocver theſe 
Ceſars or Magiſtrates undertook according to 
the minde of God, they with all carne(tneſſe and 
truth oþ minde, bleſſed z what they enrerprized 
contrary to his minde, they prayeso not forz yer 
even then they prayed tor the Magiſtrate himlelf, 
that the Lord,would change his minde,divert his 
courſe, and nor ſuffer him to ruine himſcite and 
his ſubjeas. This wee will cloſe with that of 
learned Zancby, ſpeaking of Magiſtrates, and 
thercin of cvill ones, Du: ſuum collam jugs filis 
Det ſubjicere volumt :choſe that will not ſubn.it to 
the rules and commands of the Son of God, gut- 
bus major cm Dei cognttionem, meltoremg, ment ens 
precamur 4 Deo Parre & 4 Domino leſu Cbriſlo: 


tor 
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for them wee pray of God the Father and his Son 
Chriſt,a larger knowledge of God, anda ſound- 
er minde, 

Surely this great cloud of witneſſes, theſe ma. 
ny clouds following one another do write , and 
areWritten for our inſtruction, and leads us into 
the way ofthis command , That weipray for all 
thatare over us, even forall that are in Autho- 
rity; that that power and government might be 
ſo bleſſed of the Lord, that we might lead a quiet 
and peaceable life in all yodlineſs and bonefly. And 
if hitherto we have notknown,nor walked in this 
way , let us take the advice of Chriſt to his 


Chnrch, Cant. 1.8, Follow yeethe footfleps of the 
flock. 


CHAP. V111. 


Hat we may proceed further to confirm your 

judgement herein, we defire you impartially 
to weigh what ſucceeds: We ought to pray for 
a bleſſing upon that Government under which 
we live, upon theſe grounds, and in reference to 
theſe ends. 

1, From the true foundation of all Magiftrati- 
call power, that is, the Power, Commiſſion, and 
Ordinance of God, even as God himſelf under 
whatform of government loever we live ; or in 
what manner {oever che Magiſtrate doth G:firi. 
bure, and exerciſe his power, the power is novels 


72) 
of God. The Poet by he light of nature could 
ſing, % 3 4; Carics, Kings, and fo all. Magi- 
ſtrates areof God, So in gererall doth the Spi- 
rit of the Lord ſpeak in Paul indifferently, and 
indiſtinRly , &s Ri aria & wh ami Od , There iu 
not 4 power unleſs 8 be of God , which cannot be 
more univerſal, excluſive otnonez which is not 
to be underſtood alone abftractively of authoritic 
and government, for that is but one and the ſame 
throughout the world; butalſo of the ſeverall 
forms of government, and adminiſtration of that 
power, that whoſoever itis that doth goycrn in 
preſent, and in what manner ſocver, whether as 
the Emperor of Rome, or uſurper of [u1e24 > whe- 
ther at Rome, asinan Empicc, or at / Hcns,a5 in 
a Common wealth ? their power is ot God ,, of 
Gods ordination,conſtitution,and comman 4: :ts 
not from Satan, nor mecti'y founded on ihe beſt 
reaſon and policiez but decreed and o1dered 
from above. Therefore writes Grote upon tliat 
place, lobn:19. 11. T bou couldeſl bave no power 4- 
gainſt me, unleſs thou badſi it from above. Alter 
hisCriticiſm upon Above, «ro3%r quod CF <5 tiguy 
Comments thus, Cum autem dicit datum «© locis 
ſuperts , nonillam communem fign ficat permiſyto- 
nem, que multa relmquut ordini_naturalt, (ed ex 
gradvi/ſrimis cauſis deliberatam rem in conjilio di- 
vins, que omnia impediments undiq; moverat. But 
when he ſaith, Ir i given thee from above,ir ſigni- 
fies not that general permiſhog-ofGod that leayes 
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many things to the order of nature ( Reaſon, and 
ordinary ſecond cauſes) buta thing deliberated in 
the wiſdom and councel of God upon moſt 
weighty grounds, which removes all hinderances 
that may fland bertwixt the perſons and the efla- 
bliſhment, and tbe execution of the powsr, Though 
that theabuſive adminiſtration, as well as the un- 
juſt acquiſition of power is not of Gods appros 
bation, and deleRition, bur permiſhon : yer the 
power and authority is divine onely from God, 
and hath a real preſence of Divinity. 1. In re- 
ſpe& of the Original, and Fountain of govern- 
ment, which onely is in God, as the maker of the 
world, and could onely ordain /dam, or any of 
his line torule over, or govern his fellow ceas» 
tures, as Stewards in the Family of God; which 
for the order and beautis of the Uniyerſe, had 
been an inſtitution of God, if man had continued 
in his integrity, and tar the ſafety of thc Uni- 
verſe, was ti1i| conterred on his poſterity, And 
this illuſtrates that in Jade, verſertt. They run 
the way of Cain, not onely of unchariialleneſs 
againſt his brother, bur of diſobedience again 
his Father. of Rebellion a gain Adam the domi- 
nator of the euith, 2, Inreſped of his order,and 
Commiſhon inh:s word, givento manto rule, 
under his hand, We havenot therc a Cataloyuc 
of Families and perſons that ſhould ſuccee] in 
government; nor have we Prophets now a daies 


{cnttiom God to nominate and annoint our Ru- 
M1 Icre, 
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lers, onely that manisto rule, and Common» 


wealths to have Magiſtrates from generation to 
gencration, Theretore we muſt diſtinguith be- 
ewixt what is humane, and what is divine in his 
Ocdinance ina firia ſenſe. For the Apoſlle, 
| Pet. 2.13» callsitan Ordinance of man ar3porirn 
ATIVIS, Or bumane Ordinance : Humane in reſpeR 
of the perſons that bears this Authority; either 
elected by the {uftiage of the people, or acqui- 
ring itby the arm offleil, or mix', paitiy forced, 
part'y by Way of ſtipulation & Covervant pa fling 
betwixt the Magiitcate an the peop'ie, mutually 
binding; and on the diſſolution of any tuch Ob- 
ligations on either party, both remains free; and 
thus man may be laid tobe the riſe of governe- 
ment, though God be the head that feeds all the 
ſprings of it; yet thenext ſpring, the Eletzors, 
appears the head tous, that immediately convey 
the (ireams of power to any. Or itis humane in 
reſpeRtof the perſon exerciſing, the perſons on 
whom it is exerciſed, and the ends for which it is 
cxerciſed: Yet the power into whole hands ſoc. 
ver it is committed, and by what means ſocyer, 
and however that is executed (God having not 
bound all Nations to one form of governement , 
whether Monarchichal, Ariſtocratical, or De- 
mocratical ? nor for their jud icial Lawes to one 
way of adminiſtration, proyided, That no Law 
oppoſe or hinder the Lord, or any thing that is 
his, butrather advance,and confer cfiabliſhment 


co 
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eo his Lawes) itis of God, and is to be obeyed. 


EZugie x204/xn x On0d Thraex?) x pezapes theCs rh! Suoias, Epiph.1.2.t.3« 
on aMazoIw 3 miley am" n ©g0d, ec. ſaich- Ep: þ 4. Col. Gerbrd- 


niut, All worldly power is ordained of God, 
which receives the power of the Sword from no 


other but God. That however the ſeveral waics weems 2, vol- 


of governmeat be left to mans diſcretion, and ſo 


p lib-pa aITF, 


In Decal, vide 


are added or diminiſhed , or wholly altered ac- parzi apb.fup: 
cording to that wiſedom applying it ſelf to ſeve- 34Romnz: 


ralltimes and perſons, yet ſtill the power it ſelf 
remains an ordinance of God. 

And that this Authority might haye the Divi- 
ner preſencein it, God hath giverſto the Mini- 
ſters thereof his own name, an high dignicy to 
his civill Ambaſſadors. Pſal. $3. x. Ibeve, &c. 
Which Pſalm as one obſeryes, was written by A- 
ſazb, from the mouth of God himſelf, who calls 
you Goar, his Vice- God, Judges for him over his 
people; repreſenting him, and in ſome reſpeAs, 
modo inferior , have the ſame ſubjeQion (as if 
God ſhould lit chere in perſon, and humane ſhape 
tojudge for us) if they give in charge nothing 
bue what is their Maſters minde. We ought to 
Honour God with our ſubſtance , who gives us all 
things liberally : and ſo we ought to ſerve the 
Magiſtratewithir by paying Tribute, who pre- 
ſerves us with our ſubſtance that God bath given 

Us. 
We pray unto God , wepray for theſe unto 
God; we ought not to blaſpheme the name of the 
M 2 great 
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great God, ſonotto tk evill of the Rulers of 
his people. We worſhip God with our bodies 
that are his, ſo we offer civill homage with the 
ſame to the Magiſtrats: we ſerve God in our fouls 
and ſpirits, ſo we oughtnotto Jet our thoughts 
or hearts riſe up againit the Magiſtrates. This we 
ought to give as a Free-will offering, and yet we 
pay icasa moſt due debr. What Chriſt ſaid,grve 
to Ceſar, the Apoſileas a good Expoſitor, bids 
us Tender amAn beivg the ſame word uſed in 
both. We give it then not by way of gratuitic , 
bur duty : wepay it, we rc: der it up from our 


ſelves, as beirg againſt right to detain it from 
them. 


Now ſince that Magiſtrates are Gods Ordi- 
nances, and Magiſtrates are his repreſentatives ; 
let us cndeayor the confirmation of his Ordi- 
nance ;z and honor both in mind and perſon, ſuch 
as rightly judge for him: follow his decrees and 
conſtitutions by paſſing our yores and ſupplicati- 
ons for them. What lobn ſaid of a brother to a 
brother, He that lovetbnet whom be batb ſeen be 
ing the ſpirituall image of Chriſt, How ſball ke 
love bim wbom be bath not ſeen? Chiift himſelf. 
So of the ſubjeR to the Magiſtrate, He rbir bonors 
not bim whom be bath ſeen, that bears the office, & 


preſence of the Almighty, How ſball be þ 
God bimſelf , whom be batb not ſeen? makes 


The ſecond reaſon is drawnfrom thoſe ends : 
for which ſuch a ſupreme order is conflitured 0- 


Firſt, 


VEeruts 
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Firſt, We will begin with the Subordinate 
ends, ſuch as moſtconcerns us. God made us, 
and made us happy, and tobehappy, he there- 
fore provided means to promote this happineſs. 
But man by his fall made himſelf miſcrable; God 
therefore to prevent the preproperating our mt- 
ſery, orleſſen thoſe evils, into which inevitably 
we have caſt our ſelves, hath appointed means, as 
remed\'s hereof,even theſe means, viz. Magiſtrats. 
For ſee the ends for which they are conſtituted of 
God, an41which they oughr principally to at- 
tend, Rom. 13. 3, 4. For Rulers, 8c. Pſal. 82. 3. 
4. Defend the poor, &c, and moft eminently in 
this Texr, Pray for them, that under them, you, &c. 
As wearethe Lords people, ſo the Lord hath 
made us their people, and deliveredus to them , 
and given to them Divine inſtitutions, even ſuch 
as are neceſſary to the well. being, nay, the being 
of humane Societies. If they abuſe chat power 
rolſer up their own private intereſts, contrary ro 
thoſe ens, this is neither from God, nor natural- 
lyariſes from their power; but from the corrup- 
tion and baſeneſle of mens ambitious ſpirits, thar 
makes uſe of their maſters favour and talents for 
their own advantage, ſecking theig own, inſtcad 
ot the good of others, 

A Magiſtrate of all men is the leaſt his own, but 
given unto, and feta part for the people : he 1s 
the greateſt Servant of all men, and the beſt, it 
uprightin his place: Yet though hebe the Sor- 

M 3 Pans 
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vant of others inlabour, he is the Mafler of 0- 
thersin honour. 


God therefore hath appointed them to ſerye us 
with their bleſſings,or he hath ordained them the 
Pipesand Veſlels through which the Fountain of 
good, conveys his good things to us: or this or- 
der of the preheminency is a civill Stewardſhip, 
in which menare to deal out the allowances of 
God to the reſt of their feilow Servants, to pres» 
ſerve and augment thoſc blcſſiigs. Since then 
the ends be ſo defirable, and the ineans ſo confi. 
derable, itbecomes to make us to firengthen and 
make uſe of thoſe means, to pray that the Ste- 
wards may be found faithfull in their Office, that 
theſe Pipes be not broken, or ſtopped; that fo 
the fircamol the Common wealth, Juſtice, and 
the fircam of tha Sanctuary, Godlinelle and 
Truth, may in apeacefull, ſtill, quiet, and pro- 
per channell run downawongſ us. Therefore, 
beſides their Titles of Authority whereby they 
live over us, and by us, ſo they have their Titles 
of Duty, to ſhew they ſhould live for us, and we 
by them. PFatbers, and Motbers , lo/eph was a 
Father indecd, and by his prudentiall care provi. 
ded for his people. Deborab was a Mothcr in» 
deed, andcarried her people out ofthe Warers ,. 
and mire of troubles: here wehave the true Nur- 
Cing Father and Nurcing Mother : aud ſo ſhould 
all others be that Mould feed the oppreſled with 
Juſtice, cauGing him co ſit! under his own Vine, 


and 
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and'to eat the fruit of his own labour, feeding the 
Poor by carefull, timely, and ſufficient proviſi- 
ons ; feeding the Rigbreowr by proteQing and 
providing for their Paſtors; defending the Ordi- 
nances, the bread of life in purity: ſure then if 
we be obedient children , expeQting or deſiring 
theſe bleſſings from our Facivors , we ought to 
pray for a blefſing upon our Fathers. They arc 
cal'ed the The foundations oftheeartb, the guard 
ana Saviour of 4 Nation, &c. To reckon up and 
apply all, would be tedious, and beyond my pur- 
poſe: onely this, theſe names were not impoſed 
upon them in vain, bur they have their Energeti- 
call ſignifi ancies, teaching them what they 
ought ro do.or us,and whatwe may expeR from 
them : as alſo unto what weoughtr to ſeck of God 
to enable them; for if they produce not thelſc 
bleſfings to us, there is ſome great cauſe in them, 
or us, thty being ſo naturally,or Divinely annex- 


ed ro the Office, | 
How heartily do we pray for, and watch over 


ſuch things as we know by experience to he the 
proper cauſes of comfort to us, as over our Chil. 
dren, of the carth we mannage, &c. and if there 
be a failing, a deviating in them, that the channel 
that ſhould afford us ſweet , yeilds nothing but 
bitter water, and our beſtearth that ſhonld bring 
forth pure grain, bears nothing but thorns, weare 
much affeacd with it, we mourn, wepray, and 


beſecch the Lord to diyert the curſe, Do fo - 
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the Magiſirates of a land, eſpecially for Magi- 
ſtrates labouring and ſtriving to bring forth fruits 
ſuitable to their place, and ro yeild better fruit, 
and more wholeſom to the people, then cver any 
laboured before: pray that the Lord would fur. 
niſh them with wiſdom and ſtrength accordingly, 
either thoumuſtgelire mercies of God in the way 
of his mcans,elſe thou tcmpreſt God. And if thou 
haſt received ſuch benefits by the Governement 
under which thou liveſt : ungratctull man ! that 
wilt notendeayourarecompence, V;Z.. of Piay- 
ers and bleſſings. Debent illts ſubmiſſam gratiiu- 
dinem, qua benificia ita, quorum participes fattt 
ſunt, ex corumpcteſiate, | udiunt pro viribus com- 


Ca'c Concl, penſare, ſaith Ame. lib. 5. cape20. Pug. 303. We 


owe to Magiſtrates an humble gratitude, vherein 
to our utmoſt power weought inour diitics & 
callings to ſtudy ro compenſate tholc berctirs , 
whereof by their own power they have made us 
partakers; pray that the ſame good hand may 
reſt upon them , to coutinue the lame good to 
US. 

And ifas yet thoſe bleſſings fall ſhort of a mo- 
derate defire and expeQation, pray that tlicy may 
not. Namboc offictum non poſſunt preare prin- 
cipes niſi a Deo donati, &c. Lanch.t 8. de mag. 
P4g. 554+ Though theyare ordaiied of God tor 
thelc cnds, yer they cannot accompliſh theſe 
ends for us, unleſlc the Lord corcur with them in 
the adminiſtration of their power, as he d:d in 
| thr 
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their ordination, Wee may conclude this with 
that obſervation of learned Mr Weemes, vol. 2 (ib. 
2.c4).13. 048.73, 4d finem : The Iewes lay, Eſo 
orans pro alute Kegni, nam ft non eſſer Authboritas 
public, vir proximum ſuum deglunret, ut piſces 
majores minores : pray for thoſe that arc in Au- 
chotity, for if there were no Authority to reſtrain 
oppreflors, then the wicked would devour the 
man that is more righteous than themſelys, even 
as the great fiſh devour the ſmaller. Mee thinks 
our own neceſſity ſhould lead us unto this duty, 
when we ſee Magiſtrats contriyeing their Coun- 
cels to our wants, wee having ſo many evill per- 
ſons abounding amongſt us, Aquin. 12. qu. g5e 
art. 1.ex Iſod. Fatle ſunt Lege; ut carum metu 
bumana coerceretur audana, tutaque ſit inter in» 
probos innocentia : If the Laws were for no more 
than theſe ends, that the impudence of impious 
perſons might bee correRed, and the innocent 
mightlic down in ſafety, they were ſufficient” to 
induce us to this duty: and fo farre as wee doe 
enjoy theſe, let us be thankfull for them, for with- 
out th:m we ſhould not know what was our own. 
They therefore (ſaith Pareus Apbori/.3. praditt.) 
{cem to bee more neceſſary than our daily bread, 
the aire we breathe in, the Sun we wa)k by, &c. 
for even theſe wee could not comfortably enjoy 

without them. 
2 The prime and higheſt End is the,glory oi 
God. Ames. caf. conſ, lib.5.cap.25.4%43i3- Dee 
” betur 
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betur autem boe off tetum, non tantim quia ſubdi- 
terum bonum iniſorum bono, Ec. wee owe not 
only this duty to Magiſtrates, becanſe our good 
is included in their good, but becauſe a ſingular 
price of glory and honor comes to God out of 
the right adminiſtration of their power: When 
a Magiſtrate is converted, there is not on'y re- 
om for him as a common ſinner, and ſingle, 
cing ſaved himſelfe, but as one that adds glory 
ro the Church, flirengthens and comforts many 
that do beleeve, and may bring in many more to 
the acknowledgment of the ſame truth. If the 
Lord had not cut off that curſed Julian, into whar 
dangerous miſchiefes had hee hnrled the Church 
of God > One Emperor only puls down the pla- 
ces of publique Mecrings, that ſo ſolemnly, dili- 
gently, and preparedly they ſhould not inſtru 
one another : another cakes away their publique 
Schools, that ſo their children might not receive 
humane Learning, and the principles of Religi- 
on : another takes away the means, the outward 
ſupport of all their helps to Religion and Learn- 
ing, knowing that with it all will in time periſh, 
= Duis em virtutem amplefiitur ipſam, 
Premia i tollas ? ſaith the Poet. 

Such was their ſubcile atings with the Church 
of God, in the primitive times, to draiv a dark- 
neſſe over the truth to deſtroy their ſouls, and if 
that will not preyayl, then they deſtroy their per- 
ſons z and what eyill ſuch a cruell Lion as Nero 


may 


C . 
moy de tn a little flock Wy, in in a ſhort thine, 
any may caſt Up, Bnt when has wnparaleld Con- 


ſlantine ariſes, what a ſplendent glory breaks 
forth oyer all the Churches-of God! what plca- 
ſaat beauty ſetles on the countenances of the god. 
ly! what prayſes are ſung to God for him | how 
much is the 'name of Chriſt advangeed by him! 
Cbrifius in Conſiftorio, Chriſt now fits in the Con- 
ſiſtory z Chriſt pronounceeh judgment on the 
Throne : Chriſt ruling, Chriſtpreaching. And 
in his time not the moſt infernall mouth durſt 0= 
pen againſt the name of Chriſt. Art thou & 
Chrſtian, and wilt not pray for this glory, which 
inall places and ages is uſually ecclipſed or en- 
larged by the Magiſtrate ? Thy prayers may con- 
ferre to the reducing of an erring Magiſtrate, as 
well as anerring brother : and if this bee of cons 
ſequence, much more is that : the Apoſtle makes 
it poſſible, that wee might put itinto a, lam.s. 
ult. Let bim know that bee which converteth (any) 
finner from, Ec. but let him know, that he that 
convertsa Magiſtrate by prayer or any other way 
does much more. 

And ſuppoſe thou haſt not been idle and un- 
acquainred in theſe meanes ; thou haſt prayed 
from time to time, and thy prayers return not 
with theſe full and pleaſanc fruirs ; thy prayers 
go out laden with the beſt and choiceſt of thy de» 
lires, bur they return empty: yet the continu- 
ance in this duty may abate the diſhonor of God. 
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If upon this thy Magiſtrate become not 
as thou deſire}, yer be may nor be ſo bad as thou 
fcareſt : this may ſtop blaſphemous mouthes , 
check the malignant and impernous ſlanderer ; 
nay, hereafter when thou art dead, the memorial 
of thy converſation may work upon and bee as 
Balm unto thy Hearſe, and be a fricnd to the ſur- 
viving Chriſtians. Marlor.in1r.7im.2.v.3. Ce- 
dit in gloriam Religionts Chriſtang, imo Domini 
Det noſirs, (3 pacific, manſuete, as ſedul» Domi- 
nis obſequamur, ſubjettt emnibus in timore Det, 
ec. this will redownd to the glory of our Chci- 
ſtian Profeſſhon, and of our God, if meckly and 
peaceably we endeyour to obey ourRuleis, for 
being \ubjeR to them, we ſhew by our works that 
the Lawes of our good God are written in our 
hearts, and what thoſe Lawes are, when from us 
they ſhall glorify God, that if it pleaſc him to vi- 
ſit them with his gracious mercy, enduing them. + 
with religious and pious hearts, they ſhall ſerve 
and worſhip this God withus ; however in the 
mean while Orationibut noſlris commendati, let 
them bee preſented unto God in our prayers ſor 
this end: or if itplcaſe the Lord to viſit them in 
anger and with his rod, this may ſadly refle& up- 
on their ſpirits, as one cauſe of their puniſhment; 
I bave bated them that bave loved me, curſedtl tm 
that refed me, oppreſſed them that prayed for me, 
langbed and mocked at them that mourned and 
faſted for me + 1 baverequited them evill for good, 
= | 1 


”Y : j = . I,» TY » 
£5; +: Wes bo 4 _ 
: "*_ 4 
5.5 <" % . 
- 


«ME 
rl j (857 bc 4 
Ibave de ſfi/edtheir good, andiberefere it u juſt 
" #bat this evil ſhould tome upon me : an beart thus 
truely ſmitten will preſently ſend forth cr yes : Ob; 
let them pray for me full. Ob, that I might live to 
pray withthem, to return thoſe bleſiings 1 bave 
taken fromithem, andto pay that to them in part 
which 1 owe for theirprayers , my bluud 18199 lit- 
tle to ſhed fortbem toprotet? them, that ſhed ſucb 
tears for my beavenly proteftion. And if with 
theſe wiſhes and thoughts they ſhould breath 
out'their lives, it would be honour to God, and 
ſhould be ſufficient comfort to thee, though they 
ſhould noclive to remunerate thee. 1 Per. 2.12. 
Having your converſation boneſt (and thus pious 
likewiſe) among; @&c. verſe 15. for ſoit 15 the wil, 
&c. that with well doing you may put to (ilence 
the ignorance of foolithneſle: and if yer herein 
thou obtaineſt not thy deſire, bur they liveand 
dycas wicked and ungodly Magiftrates as ever 
they were, yet here is thy comfort, thou glorifieſt 
God in performing his own Ordinace; and 
that in hope thou continueſt waiting thercin up- 
on his bare word, without the leaſt income of 
mercie {utable to thy endeavour. 

Lafily, thou oughteſt ro pray for them, They 
may deſire it of thee: and doubcleflerit the Magi- 
ſtrate be a good man , or ever had the leaſt ac: 
quaintance with God in this his way, he will noc 
ſo much that thou mighrteſt acknowledge his Au- 


thoricy, as that he mighe through foith and fel- 
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lowſhip in the ſame duty , be made partakers of 
ſo effeQual an Ordinance, deſire thy ſupplicatl- 
ons and interceſſion for him. Hezecbiab ſends to 
Eſaiab, and in him to all the reſt,{ſc 37. 4.Lift up 
thy prayer, &c, So dil Eſiber to all her brethren, 
We ſce the Elders of Judab coming to the Pro- 
phet with falſe and hypocritical Spirits to deſire 
his prayer and diceRion, ler. 43. 2;3. We beſeccb 
thee let our, &c. yet they hada free and gracious 
anſwer, Verſe 16. If you flill, &c. as if there had 
deen much goodintended to them, if theyhad 
really intended obedience. 
That wicked and rebellious people that had 
injured Samuel , yet knowing the cfficacie of 
prayer, comes tohim, r Sam. 12.19. And all the 
people ſaid to Samuel,&c. This was Samuels gra- 
cious and milde anſwer, to that ungracious, and 
diſcontenced multitude, Verſe 33. 4s for me God 
forbid, ef. We finde that Heathen Kings hayg 
been ſo far convinced of the virtue of this means, 
that they have deſircd it earneſtly, Ezr4 6. 10. 
T bat they may offer, &'c. And to this he enga- 
ges them by ſpeciall favours, verſe 8, 9. Not on- 
ly to defray the charges of the Sacrifice, but the ex- 
pences of the place of worſbiy it ſelf. Many of their 
Princes, the Eunuch, &c. have come up to lJerg. 
ſalem for this end, to joyn in worſhip with them, 
We have many cxamples hereof upon Record, 
and in our owneyes to this day; I ſha)! give you 
bur one in the Primitiye Church. Maximus 


that | 
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that cruel! and impious perſecutor, on his bed of 
ſickneſſe had certain reluQations of Spirit for his 
evill praQtiſes, and got up his heart to defire the 
prayers of Chriſtians, even of that remnant yet 
preſerved from the fire, and other tormenrs : and 
thathefmight obtain the Chriſtians hearty pray- 
ers for him, did beſtow oor them many liber- 
ties, gifts, &c. uſeb. lib. 8. wr 29. P. 
169, Und: Chrifliani bac indalgentia 4 nobis con- 
ce([4 devinfi debent deo"ſus obrixe ſupplicare, pro 
nofira, pro Reipublice, pro ſui ipſorum ſalute , ut 
quoVis modo cum publicus rerum flatus integer 
mncolumiu retineatur, tum ipſi in familits ſuis abſs, 
cura CY ſolicitudine vitam degant. Having by 
his decree reftored to them their places of Wor- 
ſhip, Means, Liberty ofprofeſſion, &y:. Henee, 
ſaith he, The Chriftians being bound by this in- 
dulgence granted by us, ought earneſily to pray 
unto their God for our health, the health of the 
Common wealth, and theicown, that ſo the com- 
mon condition of affairs being well and ſafe, they 
might ſpend their lives in cheic familics without 
carc and moleſtation. What an unworthy thing 
woulditbe in us, ta deny to anſwer this their de- 
fire? Where would be that Chriſtian compaſſi- 
on, and charity ſutable ro our profeſſion ?. we 
condemn them for notproteRing us, and we de- 
nyto afford them onr prayers to enable them to 
it, Wejudge the Magiſtrate for his wants, when 
our wants are the greater; [I ſay, they arc the 
preater 
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greater, becauſe they arc the eaſicrly ſupplied it 
1s worſe that they (ſhould want our prayers (cſpe- 
cially praying for them) then that we ſhould 
want their countenance, aſſiſtance, maintenance, 
Hypocrites , Heathens have had and merited 
their anſwer of delires herein, who tended to no. 
thing but their perſonall ſecurity, and perticular 
happineſſe : much more ſhould ſuch Magiſtrates, 
who from pious, lincere, and humble ſpirts, de» 
ſire good mens prayers alone, cyen for this end, 
That they might receive Divine influences of 
wiſdom, courage, integritie, C's and outward 
bleſſings , whereby they might cauſe their autho- 
rity and power, truely to ſerve the Church of 


God. 


Thus you ſce how probable the efieR is, how 
reaſonable the performance is. 


CHAP. VII. 


Jz comes now in order to diſcuſſe the laſt parti- 

cular promiſed , viz. The reſolution of fome 
ObjeQions that have ſometimes fate upon my 
judgement and conſcience; and the ſame may a- 
bide ſtill upon the mindes of many ſincere, and 
tender hearts, that defire truely and cxaQly ro 
walk according to Goſpel Rule,and to the honor 
of their holy profeſſion , which with all the can- 
dor and freedom of ſpirit I can, I ſhall labour ac- 
cording to truth to remove; that fo with the 


more 
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more cheatfulzeſſe, and leſſe heſfitancie , we may 
ſet our ſelves to the conſcionable praQiile of this 
Duty. 

ObjefF. But ſome will ſay, Oughe we to pray 
for, and to be ſubjeRa ro Herntical Magiſtrates , 
and ſuch as make uſe of their power to proteR 
Hereticks ? 

Sol. To this Ianſwer, 

I. That if this be made in refcrence to this pre- 
ſent Government, and to them that are in emi- 
nent Authority over us, it may upon probable 
grounds be denied that they are ſuch Hereticks; 
for this by experience I can affirm of ſome that 
have great influence upon the affairs of this Come 
mon wealth as they arenow aQed, aud carried on 
amongſt us. 

1. Thattheyare ſound in judgement in the 
Fundamental points of religion ; zealous affe- 
Qors of the Ordinances of God inpurity,con- 
tant praftiſers of ſuch Duties, as carries in 
them the power of Godlineſſe, and men of 
orcat and heaycnly experience: 

2. That they are ſadly and deeply affeted 
with the ſpreading Errors and Hereſies of 
theſe times, through which there are ſuch nu. 
merous diviſions dayly begotten in that one 
onely Church of God, and do truely reſent 
thedeparturg of good men from the Truth, 
notonelyas the common S';ns, but the heavy 
ludgements of theſe times , from which 1 am 

O perſw:ced 
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eitherhal proteQion from, or proteRed by their 
ſervice, no, not ſo much as tocapitulate with 
them. 

| Thirdlie, We anſwer; that if this ſhould be 
granted, That we might lawfullic refiſt, or with- 
draw our necks from the yoake of obedience to 
a Magiftrate, becanſc erronious in his judgement, 
or Herctical), it would open a gapp to a perperue 
all rebellion, and draw a (word that ſhould never 
be ſheathed up : for there ſhould never be any 11 
Authoritie, bur he would bean Heretick to ſome 
pattie (everic onecſteeming himſelf in the truth) 
though truelic Orthodox in Hhimſclt: and then 
that Hetetick might alſo judge ic lawfull for him 
to reſiſt thar Magiſtrate, or unlawfull co obcy 
him : and a third partic judge ſo of this, and (ov 
by ſword and violence one will be alwaics croud- 
ing another out of the ſeat of Authoritic : How 
pernicious this would be to religion and com. 
mon ſafctic, let any judge. 

Fourthlie, We anſwer, That Hereſic in 2 
Magiſtrate isno ſufficient plea for a SubjcR to 
refiſthis Authoritic, becauſe Herehie is a corrup- 
tion of the perſon, not of the authoritic : he errs 
a5 a man, not as clothed with Authoritic; heers 
as imperfeR in judgement, knowing bur in part, 
not as a Magittratez' for anerronious Chriſtian 
may bea juſt and faithfull Magiſtrate : and if [:- 
tolerate wicked petſons, and eyil workers, it is 


contraric to that end of his power to which by 
Go 
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God he was delegated, viz : for the puniſhment of 


them that are evill: and it he deſinge his Sword 
. againſt holineſs & truth, he hath the more need of 
our praicrs,and it behoves us the more carneſtlie 
to implore the God of Heaven rightly to informe 
his judgment, to dire& his heart by his truth,to 
teach his fingers to fight, and his arm to ſway the 
ſword of juſtice forthe Lord aganſt all impic- 
tics 
LASTLY, if this ſhould be granted another 
abſurditie muſt thence neceſlarilic follow : where 
muſtliye the paſſive Chriſtian 2 whete ſhould we 
finde a Martyr ? If we have libertie to rehiſt an 
Heretical Magiſtrate, then how ſhall we leaycall, 
yeild up ourlives and goads for the teſtimonic 
of Chriſt and his Goſpell> A Chriftian ſhould 
go like a Lanib to the ſlaughter, but it he refiſt 
and prevail not, he will go like a wilde Bull taken 
inthe net, and be led to his (uffering likea Bear ts 
the ftake, truely like a MalefaRtor. All thoſe ex- 
hortations of the Apoſile, 80 a patient running of 
therace, tolong ſuffering, &c. may be expunged 
as Apochryphal : that cloudof witneſſes may then 
vaniſh away, as unneedfull ro guide us. All the 
Saints of God in the primitive daics , when the 
Church was in her glorie, as wellas in her dark+ 
neſs, underſtood not their Chriſtian priviledges, 
if this be crue. And the Goſpel! of Chriſt is yer 
imperfect, whichamongſi the publications of all 
its glad t1dings, left unrecorded this immunitic 
purchaſed 
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becauſe Heretical, Idolatrous, ot backsſliding 


from the truth. 

Objefi, Good reaſon, for they had not 

Strength. 

Sol. Firſt, None can deny but the Jewes 
had ſufficient firengthyz they who could irrefiſt- 
ably revolt from Keboboam the opprefſor , could 
as caſilie have rejeced his Father, ſecure in the 
arms of his Concubines, and an Idolater. 

Secondly, It is probable that the Primitive 
Chriſtians had power within them to have efte- 
Qed ſuch a deſign,if they would. For if we ſhould 
reckon thoſe many thouſands that ſuffered ( be» 
ſides thoſe that eſcaped) under one Perſecutor , 
we ſhould think if they had been embodied (in 
ſo juſt a cauſe as truth alone) they might have 
puzled all their Tyrants power. Andif we fur. 
ther conſider how many Chriſtians were in great 
favour, Courticrs, and attendants to thoſe great 
Princes; many in Offices of great cruſt, Com- 
manders in the field, Governors of Forts, Towns, 
and Caſliles, it would be no great marvel (if this 
opinion was Evangelical ) to hear of cmbroil. 
ments, and inſurretions. 

To give you butan inſtance or two , beſides 
what is largelie ſpoken to this by T ertulhan in his 
Apologie. In initio impjeriu Valeriani 'g- 
{Eufeb.b 9:c- 9-84 domus ejus pits bominibus complebatur , eratque 
a lane Da eclefia. When Valerian began bu 
| Reign bis bouſe wat ſo ſiuft with Godly men, that is 
appeared, 


) 
be a Cburch of God,then 
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peared truely, rather to 
WC ourt of an earthly Prince. Who when their 
Emperor Apoſtatized into thoſe great impictics 
of Tyrannie, and Perſecution, probably had both 
power and opportunitie to have finally cut off 
that wicked Magiſtrate , as Ebud did Eg/on, if \%g-3: 
they durſt haye reſiſted that power. We meetwith 
goingalong in the ſame Hiſtorie, another Cor- 
nelius, Marinus a Roman Centurion, who being 
queſtioned for the faith he profeſſed, queſtioned 
nottheir Authoritie, neicher made uſe of that 
power and inteicſt he had in the Souldierie (who 
might be Chriſtians for the moſt part (as that 
Legio fulminatrix was ) or at leaſt affeed to 
Chriſtianitie) for his defenceand proteRion, or 
{or the ſuppreſſion of that Tyrants wickedneſlc : 
but afrer he had diſcourſed with T keotecnus , an Fuſeb.c.r4. 
holy Biſhop, who preſcnted him with a Bible and 813% 
a Sword , &> precepit exillis duobus, quod magis 
eſſet ex anim1 ſ[ententia deligeret : And required 
tim that whether of themtwo be bad rather bave, 
be would chuſe, who without delay threw away his 
ſword, and with cbearfulneſſe ſubmitted bis neck 
tothe Axe. | 

Many inſtances of thelike nature might be 

proditced out of thoſe ancient Hiſtpriographers, 
and thatmodern, but faithftull & learned French- 
man, Thuanus : onelie thus far we have the c(hgi- 
es of other Chriſtians in theſe, that though chey 
could, yer they would not reſiſt that power they 
Q 3 ei:tcr 
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perſwaded they wil labor according to truth to 
recover this nation. 

3. They aretender over the Orthodox,and 
thereof eſpecially rhe Minifters of the Goſpel; 
readic to {upplic their indigencies, to pardon 
theic infirmitics committed againſt themſelves, 
defirous of rothicg more then union with 
themy excecdinglic troubled to be made in- 
Aruments of thcir aſfligion, and the others 
reftauration. To this their own actions may te- 
Rific in many , and they ſtill will reſtifie in the 
duc honor and preſeryat;on of learning, and of 
learned men, as a means to diſcover the ſubtil- 
ties of Satan (covered by men of the ableſ 
parts) and to ſtrengthen the truth, ro. which 
wc owe our nobleftexcellencies, and of which 
at all rimes, cveninthe Apoſiles times ( when 
there was an immediate effuſion of the ſpirit ) 
the Lord made uſe of, as ſerying truly to theſe 
ends, Yet ] bclieve that there be many vyiolen- 
cies offered againſt them in their eſtates and 
names,of which they in Authoritic are wholly 
ignorant; and1 delievethcir aQions hereafter 
will yet giyc a clearer evidedence unto this. 
Hereby it may eaſily be deſerned what kinde of 
Hereticks they be. 


2. By way of conceſſion, admit the preſentma- 
giftrates ſhould be Hereticks, even under their 
government thou oughteſt to live in peace, and 
pericRly ro obey them in all their Ordinances 


thar 
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thatare according to the mindeof God; and if 


otherwiſe he command thee, reſiſt not, though 

thou obeyeſt not: but in thy place reprove them, 

ſo that thy reproofs, through ſoundneſs of wiſe- 
dome tend to reformation, andnot to ſhatne and 
diſturbance. 

1. For we finde not any Magiſtrate ( admit. 
ting he hath che gifts of Goyernment) ExCep- 
ted from Rule, nor we exempted from due O- 
bedicnce, and hononr to any Magiſtrate under 
anyſuch qualification. Bur the rule runs in ge- 
neral, to beſubjed $0 tbe bigber powers, to all 
that are in Auiboritie, toevery Ordinance of 
man for the Lords /ake. 

2, We finde not any example _in the Ortha- 
dox, and reformed Churchesof God, that by 
any regular and approved courſe, by any una- 
nimous and free conſent, haye laid aſide, depo- 

| ſed, reſifled, or ſleighted any Magiſtrate , for 
thatReligion he hath profeſſed in the New, or 

Old Teſtament : though we know otherwilc, 

Religion is the common and general plea for 

Rebellion g andſo for exculing all allegiatices, 

as we have too many preſidents of this kinde. 

We finde not any King iv Judab Depoſed for 

Idolatrie , nor the P:ophers and Prieſts ref: i- 

ing their Authoritic for ic, chough faithfully , 

and ſharply reprehending them. Nor ftinde we 

any of the Churches of the new Teftameng re- 
fiſting or denying obedience co a Magiſtrate 

O 2 becauſe 
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purchaſed by his precious bloud. And to what 


end ſhould we haye ſorich a treaſure of ſacredpro- 
miſes, of 4 Crown of glory, Dominion, Refl, and 
Immortality , of a Reffrretion to Chrift , that 
' ſballjudge the cauſe ofbis Saints, and of pleaſures 

at the rigbt hand of Godfor ever, mad: tothe perſe- 
cuted, afflifled, patient, well-bearing Chriflan ? 
Why ſhould we carve for our ſelves here on 
earth by reſiſtance, and viorie, if we meanto en- 
joy our poſſeffions , and our loſſes returned a 
thouſand fold oyer in heaven for enduring? Ina 
word, if we had ſucha Goſpel libertic (or rather 
an Heatheniſh, or Brutiſh licenctouſneſs ) to re- 
fiſt under this notion, all the Doarine and Ex- 
amples of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, would be to 
none effe&. 

ObjeE. But it will be further enquired, what 
if the Magiſtrate be Tyrannicall, oppreſſive, and 
unjuſt, ought wethen to obey him, and pray for 
him? 

Sol. To this we anſwer. 

Firſt, If ſtill this refleQon this preſent Goverr.- 
ment, we ſhallanſwer by Negation. 7 yranny vc 
know confiſts in the irregular, illega], arbirraric, 
irrationall, immoderate, and by-cnded exerciic 
of powety theend being co atishe ſome privatc 
Iw{rothis or their own (that be in Authoritic ) 
as pride, covetize, luxuric, revenge, &c, and 
notthe common good. Now both in the way of 
admuiſtration, and inthe portended cnds of it, 
(rebus 
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(rebur extantibun) this ſuppoſed Tyranny to my 


apprehenſion breaks not out, which appears up. 
on theſe reaſons, which I ſubmir to the ingenuous 
readers judgement. 

x Becauſe theſe (I ſpeak of then that fir at the 
Stern, thoſe underdeck may aſſume more liberty 
to themſelves unknown to the chicte-ruling Ma- 
giftrate) rule and govern by Law. Tyrants love 
not incloſures, to live anda in their Offices by 
preſcript,bur to walk in Forreſt paths themlelyes, 
yet to have all things elſe ſubmitted to their 
judgement, regulated by their will; their ſeales 
and countenances muſt determine caſes, diſpoſe 
of lives and eſtates; ſo that the ſubjeA muſt haye 
no other Oracle then ſuch a Magiſtrates mouth, 
and the very Law lies locked up in his breaſt z and 
if he ſtoope ſo farre as to ordain Lawes, they are 
to beno boundary to a Tyrant, but an hedg to his 
people,in which there muſt be left ſuch gapps and 
paſſages that he may act beyond, beſide theiw; or 
elſe tread them downe at pleaſure by vertue of a 
ſupereminent prerogative overtopping all Law 
and Reaſon. 

Now this is apparent to any impartiall appre- 
henſion, That ſuch as chiefly rule in this preſent 
Government, live not, ac not, govern not thus : 
they have embarqued themſelves in the common 
Bottom with the {ubjeR, yeeld up themlelyes and 
all theirs to the triall of the ſame Law by which 


the meaneſt ſubjeRis tried : andif it be tyranny 
— in 
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in this preſent exigence of time; to cax & onerate 
che ſubjeR with new Impofitions, I ſay, if this be 
oppreſſion, they are then Tyrants and oppreſlors 
of themſelves, and their own friends and fenanis, 
being no wayes free themſelves from them or any 
other burdens : andthow irrational this 1s to any 
wiſe man, that men ſhould adviſedly oppreſle 
themſelves, all may judge. The conclution is, 
they aQt by Law, live under that Law in equal! 
capacity with the meaneſt, which is no tyranni- 
cal Adminiſtracion. 

And to this we may add,that it any Law ſwel 
above the Liberty of the Subject, or their privi. 
ledges, they are ready ro entertain any informa- 
cion or motion tocorrea, or repeal (where a 
correaion will not ſuffice) that Law : and fo like- 
wiſe to enlarge any Law that may make for the 
happineſle and freedonvrof the ſubjeRin general: 
this many can aſſure of them in power, and all 
may know, that this hath no ſhew of Tyranny. 

2 We muſt know, that & Parhament being the 
Supream Autbority of this Nation, (according to 
MrF.Or yn, &c. ) and including alone the Legiſla- 
tive power, into whoſe hands by free and unani- 
mous ſuffrage upon ſerious deliberation the peo. 
ple haye committed their Liberties, Liyes, and 
Eftates ; I ſay, they aQing in Parliament upon 
the intercfi of the people, and in reference to the 
common welfare, according to their judgement, 
(to which all our Nationalaftaires are comitted) 


Cannor 
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cannot be ſaid iwpreaſon or conſcience, to rnle 


tyrannically over the people. 

3 As to their ENDS, I amnot able to reatch 
themzbut muſt leave that to him for to judge, 
whoſe nature aud prezogatiuc it is to ſearch the 
hearts and try the reines,to weigh mens aRions, 
& to judg according to mens thoughts: if their 
ends be eyill,& corrupe, GOD in cime will finde 
them our, blaſt their enterpriſes & ouerthrow 
them inthe makeing up their Ends: When they 
have puniſhed others, God will take them into 
his own hands,or create an unexpeRed ſcourge to 
puniſh them alſo, But in the mean while, this I 
canaffirm of ſome chict Rulers, that they minde 
the publique affaires more then their own,and ae- 
count it their being, to be ſpent for the Common 
Good. That they deſire not revenge,thirftnor af. 
ter bloud , but could let tears fall upon the 
wounds of their enemics: through patience and 
many ſpeciall favours ated towards the Godly, 
(as yet diſſenting from them) they would therby 
make them the:r Debtors, and it ix were po{\- 
ſible bring them into one Fellowſhip. That they 
hate Bribes ; and in time it will be manifeſt, chat 
they will effetuallie promoreand ſertle Religion 
i1 its puritic and unitie, according to the word of 
God, and religious policie according with the 
word of God : and advance it likewiſe by all 0s 
ther extcrnall means that may properly conduce 


to its And that through their means, the mulet- 
P 2 wwd- 
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tude of Errors ſhall receive total rour, and 
Truth ride in triumph. Of this we may affure 
our ſelves, if we may credit their perſonal praQi. ® 
ſes, thcir affeionare, (and 1 hope fincere ) ap- 
pcals ro God both in priyate, and publick , their 
ſolemn promiſes, and reſolutions; their appeales 
to man upon their appeals to God, where in cha« 
ritic I am bound to receive ſuch thoughts of them 
that ſuch are carried off from Tyrannical ends, & 
intentions. 

Secondly, But admit the worſl,ſi bſcribe tothe 
clamour, 7 bat they att T yrannically endeavor to 
ſet up 1beir own intereſts, ends, and fattions , yer 
that does not diſoblige us from this our ſubjeRs 
dutic, 

x; If Hereſice and Idolatrie are not ſaſficiene 
grounds to diſ-authorize, and diſ-office a Magi- 
ſtrate, then Tyrannic end opprefſion me thinks 
ſhould not, De jure, Diſoblige a people from 
their Dutie, 

3+ Tyrannic is an evill of a perſon in pow- 
er, making uſe of that preſent power to brin 
forth and eſtabliſh the eyil thoughts, and baſe at- 
feQions of his ſpirir : which power,if rightly ad- 
miniftred, wonld overthrow Tyrannic and op- 


picflion , ſo that durante officio , we owe 3 of 


ence-tohim, ViZ. his power, though he aR con- 
trarie to theends of it. 


3- We muſt examine, whether that Ty- 
rannicebenotintheextravigant uſes of a limited 


POWer 
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power, bounded in by Oaths, Laws, Covenants; 
and ſolemn Sripulatory as, contracted be- 


twixt the Magiſtrate and the Subjes, orno, If 


it bean abuſeof ſuch a power, which he only hath 
reccived in truſt, and ſo liable ro account for the 


mannagement of it, he may be reliſted by way of 


defence to prevent the utmoſt execution of his 
unguided will, leaſt he ſhould deſtroy himſelf, 
and them from whom, and for whom he hath rc- 
ccived his power, (lo that they that a@ hercin, 
that examine and judge herein, be men in juſt an- 
thoritic )and if he proye incorrigible,and irredu- 
Cibleco aRtaccording to his Legal and intruſted 
power, he may be lyable to ſentence,and ſtripped 
of his power, 

The conditions on which the SubjeR ſets up a 
power and Authoritic over himſclf ought go be 
performed, though to his (laveric and ruin, as in 
the caſe of Saul : bur if the SubjeR doth faith. 
fully perform his duty, and the Magiſtrate fail, 
(and that wilfully ) in the performance of his 
conditionated dutic, then the next ſubordinate 
Magiſtrates-are bound by the Law of God and 
nature, to defend thoſe ſubjeAs from oppreſſion , 
and to require an account of the truſt of the ſupe- 
riour Magiſtrates. If the ſuperiour Magiſtrate 
ſin alone againſt God in the execution of his Ot- 
fice, to Godalone he is accountable : bur if he 
be a Magiſtrateentering upon his Government 


i truſt, and upon conditions, he ſtands reſponſi- 
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ble to them,te whom theſe conditionsare made, 
or to them whom they appoint to require, exa- 
mine, and determineaccording to the truſt repo- 


(ed iv/him, which muſt be by men noble and wor- 
thy, invelted with a eruc and rightfull power, 

4+ A great cauſe of your raſh condemnations, 
and exclamations againſt this poweras Tyranni- 
cal, is from thoſe unuſual and extraordinatie im- 
politions of -Taxes, But know, that as a good 
Magiſtrate will not impoſe unneceſſary burthens, 
ſo the good ſubjeR will take hced of wronging 
his ſuperior, by calling that unjuſt and Tyranni- 
call, uaco which the common neceſhity compels 
him. That which tends to the preſervation of 


the whole, is not T yrannical, though ſometimes 
Irregular ; and that ſuprcam Authoritie cannot 


a& illegally, that hath power to alter,aboliſhand 
conſtitute Laws. 


When the Magiſtrate ſees the whole in great 
danger ( nay, when a ſubordinate Magiſtrat per- 
ccivesa part ina deſperate cſiate on a ſuddain ) 
it is then lay ſullfor him to proeced in the execu- 
tion of his place againſi Law, &to uſe any means 
tothat cnd, andnat to ſtay for the ordering of 
thoſe means by Law, tillall beruined: ſo itjs 
lawfull ro intcinge ſome of the SubjeR; Liber- 
ties, tO repair and maintain the reſt of his Liber- 
LICSs 

| know ſuch ations work much againſ1 the 
{oicits of rhe wealthy and covertous Subjea, who 


miodes 
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mindes his own profit Si then the publicks,& 
looks no further after the buſineſs of others, then 
he can work into his own : and therefore calls 
upon the Superiors for Juſitce, Juſitce, Protetti- 
on, Peace: and the leaſt Preparication (though ir 
belongs not to him to cenſure) will ſpecdily 0+ 
perthis mouth to cry our, Oppreſſion | and T y- 
ranme! But take heed 3 while the; Magiſtrate: ts 
Miniſier Dei protuo bono, repine not at him ſcek- 
ing thy good z condemn him not for ſuch ations 
as T yrannicall;luch ads living no longer then thy 
abſolute neceſbty informs:them, 21 1 14 

5. Admit that ſuch ations have a rehth of T y+ 

rannie, yeethen (a wiſcman hath given adyice,} 
That & dull bumor in the Subjett, 14 better then 4 
ſbarp, and Patienge better than aSword:. To fo- 
ſter murmurings in the! breaſt (which arc bue 
preparations for Rebellion, and a Civill Warre) 
ts very dangerous : and our late Experiences may 
reach and lead us to a-patient ſuffering}, rather 
then an imparientrepining which frequently pre» 
cedes hazardous undertakings. 

6 And ifthe continuance of eronbles be fo great 
(whether trhorow the neceſſity of the publique- or 
no) that they become very difficult to. bee born, 
yet let us bear them as the feryants of God did 
under thoſe unreaſonable and cruel Tyrants, Ne- 
ro, Caligula, &fc. and betake our ſelves roa 10+ 
lemn ſcarch, and ſcrious repentance tet hnne,the 


true cauſe of all thoſe griefes in all relations, and 
p<rions,. 
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perſons, that ſo ſuffer; and if we be fincere-there- 
in,where in perſons or eſtates we ſhall {inde plain 
and ſufficient cauſe prevencing thoſe troubles : 
which in the beſt ſence muſt be affliQions infiiaed 
to prevent worſe, as we let blood to prevent 
bloody-fluxes, Feavers,and ſuch more dangerous 
deledlos : as that faithfull Hyſloriegrapber” re- 
laces, before that long and gricvous perſecution 
of Diocleſian , the failings of the Chureh were 
Anno Clit, Beate Crum nos pre nmia quadam licentia in mol- 
306, ttiem delicatam,C&y diſſolatum ſeenitiem prolap ſs, 
cum alij alijs invidere,maledi tis inſettari,e>prope 
noS1pfi inter nos petulantibus linguistanquam mu- 
tus armis impugnare,Cc.—— Prefides eccleſia- 
rum,alter alterius vires infringers,@ c.mm— cum, 
fila &y adumbrata pictatis fpecies, ec. Then 
fell the Church into the ſad time of travell under 
that crucll perſecutor, and hee by deſoJation pur 
an end to the Churches diviſions. Our actions 
in Church affaires renders the Engliſh of it; he 
that reads us, will interpret that. While then we 
groan under our calamiries,let us preſle out ſome 
Sroans for ſin, let our complaints againſt Supe- 
riors be turned againſt our ſelvs, let us water our 
chamber with' teares for the diviſions of the 
Church, and for the Magiſtraces alſo, that ſhould 
refarcire Ecclefiam dilaceratam, Niand in the gap 
and make up our breaches. To this penitence ad 
patience, bear it becauſe ſo juſly deſerved, ſince 
wee have ſtrerched forth the hand to fetch in and 
: haſten 
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haſten theſc troubles upon over ſelyes, Which car- 
ry upon them the legible charaQers of our (ins, 
L am,3.39. Wherfore doth a living man complayn, 
a man for the puniſhment of bis ſins ? why com- 
playn? willthar ſatisfy a provoked God ? otwil 
it affe& the Magiſtrates ? Calamniando pejores fi- 
unt Principes : to wrong the Magiftrates by eur 
calumnies, is to make them eco wrong us, to. juſti, 
fy our calumnies. Can vexatious and unguiee 
complaints affet God? who delights to ſee us 
meek, and our ſouls poſſeſt and kept with pati- 
ence,and to heare compaſſionate prajers poured 
forth for our oppreſfſors inſtead of diſcontented 
repinings. 

7+ Laſtly, Thou Jookeſt upon ſuch Tyrants and 
oppreſſors as thy very enemies; thou arc a pri- 
vate perſon, & haſt no remedy left bur ro Petition 
for them to thy God, and for thy ſelf rotbemy and , 
this is thy holy duty. For they commit many e- 
vils in ignorance, oppreſling, and perſecuring 0- 
thers, yet may be veſſels, reſerved for mercy, as 
Paxl. Our Saviour tels us, That there w.ll be 
many ſuch blinde Zelots in power ; Seperabunt 
vas cenſure , & autboritatis vi, lob. 16. 2. That 
ſball,eFc. And this did notthey, bur with colour 
of piety and authority, Chriſt prayed for ſuch, 
both Magiſtrate and People, that procecded lo 
high as to put,him to death, Luk. 23. 34. Father 
forgive ec. It may be thou thinkeſt ir a lefle 
matter to pray for their pardon and converſion, 
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peace and outward appincſſ : but ſure the mer- 
cy is greater,and the graunds are as warrantable 
for this, as that, How much is this diſpoſition 
called for in us by the Lord, teovercome their evil 
with our good : Cruclty is overcome by Patience, 
and Tyranny by a quiet ſnbjcAaion z Curſes, by 
Bleſſings, injuries, well-doings. [ufin. im Col- 
log. cum Trypb. Col. Grot. Thus writes of Chr1- 
ſiians, vs x ar rub prrarcy uma; Tdrms ile n 917 
7” vvennalo t aoxvgle warp; oh Daw Oned We pray that 


hey all regenting may find mercy from that Gad of 
all men.,a pitiful and much merciful Father.Should 
we look upon any man, and above all men, upon 
Magiſtrates to be our enemies, even aboye all 
men we ought to pray for them. Chriſt direas 
us unto this, as to a practiſe exceeding nature, 
anda diſcoverer of the excellencie of buGo fpel-Do- 
Grime, wherein he appears far more glorious then 
any other Teachers. Mat. 5.44.45. But I ſay un- 
ts you, love your enemies, bleſſe them that curſe 
Jou, de good to them that bate you, and pray fer 
them w Gap (a Av ye jeu, and perſecute you. 
That yee may be thecbuldran of your Father which 
win Heauen, for ke mak'th bu Sun to riſe on the 
evil and onthe good, and ſendub rain on the juſt, 
and on the unjuſt, Where we finde an argumenr 
drawn fromour likenefle tro God himſelfe , into 
which this praQtiſe would work us : For he indil- 
ſerently rains bleſſings 0n the vnjuſt as well as en 
the juſt: ifthou wilt not !cr thy deſires concurre 


wil 


| (107) 158 
with his providence, if thou wile not pray for 
bleſſings on the unjuſt, God will beſtow them 
without thy prayers zyet though God do jc with- 
out thee, and would if thou ſhouldſt be ſilent , he 
he hath appointed thee co* pray, as a means. to 


draw out thoſe bleſſings, R 
We ſhall then cloſe up this with that of $. Hie- 


rom, in' Jer. 19. Seek yee the peace of this City , tht 
fimus non noſtri tantum ſalute contenti, ſed intmito- 
rum quoqy queramw ſalutem, So | ſay , ſeek the 
peace of this Common wealth, and filence thoſe 
teaſonings thatmay ſtirre you up to the deedi of 
the fleth, that you ni Sort onely be ſatisfied with 
your owy, withour' ochers happinefſe, 'Biit that 
you might become infirumentall co ſaye others 
with your ſelves, even your enemies, | 
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YE: thereretain: therwo moſt difficult obje- 
k Rions, . that lic lo'much in the eyes of many 
ROWS Eh ,that.they cannot ſee their own du- 
tie} And werhings, thac\belong, to their one 
PEpot.) i} | 7 ww" | vv) 
Some objet againſi, the Lawſulneſſe of this 
preſent Awhoritic, and therefore. owe. to. then 
o ghedicnce, becauſe they Lay tha; hey plume 
by yiglgne<hgirapthorizitin themlc) vp, and 
are no lefſethen uſurpers, whom we ought not to. 
ONE SETTER. aa nou og) 
As the other objeRion reflefcd upon the ad- 
many firation of Government obtained, ſo this que- 
ions the reception, and ground of tbe Government 
is ſelfe , ſince it appears to many conſcientious 
Chriſtians to be yiolently taken, and chat by the 
handrofprivareperfons;and cherefore neither to 
be obeyed, nor prayed lor; For the reſolution of 
which, 

Firſt, We ſhall lay down theſe following pro- 
poſitions to unty the knot it ſelf, by declaring the 
nature of our former Government,and of uſu rpa- 
ehdg.iÞHcls 8 i) : 

1. To tatrod::ce the reſt, I ſhall propoſe this 
Obſzryation to any man that is but ordinarily 
read 


wt hs / 
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read in our Engliſh Chronicles. That the: former 
power by which our Kingsreigned., and under 
which our fore-fathers lived, was many times ob- 
tained by uſurpation, ( the cruenatural Heirs ei» 
ther baniſhed, impriſoned, or - murchered, by 
them) yer cothem they yielded ſubjetion, and 
ſworcallegiance; and by honour, and other ſe. 
cular preferments, having engaged certain flatie- 
ringand ambitious ſubjes to them (for, for this 
end they claim the Origin of }Nobility, and pro- 
prietyin all mens cſtates to beſtow them on ſuch 
Favorites) who co-engaged multitudes of fim-. 
ple tyy<2s (admirers of Perſgns.and Titles, 
Dependants on their Familics and Eſtates (inju- 
riauſly taken from others, | and given to them or 
abſolute ſlaves to their redundant power ) to 
maintain With their Lives and. Eſtates ſuch 
uſurpers. 
Andhencecit was that ſeveral families claiming 
the right of Succeſſion, at one time have hurried 
the whole Common wealth into Civil broiles, 
and the blinde Subje&R nor minding his own ſafc- 
ty , hath ſerved theſe particular intereſts, and 
been induſtrious to enſlaye himſclte to their pri- 
vatc lufls. 

And the like we read in all Hiſtories of Fore 
reign Nations, both Chriſtian and Heatkenith , 
That the beguiled SubjeRs through them, have 
been lead into ſuch praQtiles to the prodigall exe 
pence of Bloud and Fortunes, nut carcing for 
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'themſelves for whom Princes were made , but 
onely calculating on all paſſages their Princes 
will, as if for them they were onely made, And 
hence it hath been that all Nations have had fo 
many Phocaſes, who by blood have aſcended 
the Royall Throne (affected with outward pomp 
and revenge) whom our Fore-Fatbers , as 
well as Forremers , moſt promptly have ſaluted 
a4 their DreadSovereign,withourt queſtion of right 
or title. Indeed Treachery, Sword, and all nian- 
ner of violence have giyen poſſeſſion to Kings , 
and by the ſame means have preſeryed it till they 
have been extruded as they entered: Þ could 
bring ſundry arguments to diſcover this” | . 

Firſt, By their fair pretences for Religion, fen- 
ding it as the Harbinger to take up the hearts of 
the peoplefor rhem, which they never practiſed 
in themſclves.minded,or loved it in others, and 
as ſuddeny laid itafide, when by it chiefly they 
have obtained their deſires; and by theſe prerexts 
the zelously affccred, and eggs them,cven the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel haye often unadyiſedly 
been ready to carry their Enfigns, and to advance 
their Deſigns. 

Secondly , By thatdiſhculty in obtaining any 
indifferent Laws to efſtablith the liberties of the 
Subjects, to give a little eaſc to their burthens, or 
in ſome ſmall proportion to counterpoize the ſe- 
yerall acts made infayour of particular perſons, 
and Dependencics ,z and cven thoſe dearly 


bought, 
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bought,and as hardly wrung from them by piece- 
meal. | 

Thirdly, By that ingenuous ſubtilty in framing ; 
Lawes to Vaſſalize the pet fons and eftares of the 
people to their Superiors, not inreference to the 
preſeryation of the whole ( to which the Law of 
Nature, as wellas of Nations ſummons us) bur 
for the feeding of their Luxuriant practiſes, and 
ſecuring their opprefſiye commands and juriſdi. 
Qions; not that I grudge thoſe priviledges which 
by Law and right belong to perſons of Autborit y 
and Honour beyond the common, Subject , bur 
that they ſhould not by their PriVIledges endea- 
your to deſtroy the Subjects liberty : and an hard 
thing it was to finde alimit to their priviledges , 
when the Subjects liberties were hunted up into a 
narrow corner. Yer fuch was their blindeneſſc, 
and unſenſibleneſſe (through deluſion or cuſtom ) 
that they neyer knew or complained of Tyranny, 
or uſurparion, till this preſent age, 

Secondly, To the Objection it ſelfe: it is the 
manner of uſurpers to come with a pretence of 
right, as well as power, by which power they uſc 
ro recoycr that right: theright is by way of inhe- 
ritance and ſicceſion, lying in a natural deſcent, 
or collateral in warriage. or otherwiſe in Deed P#1i4 2gainft 
and Gift : for whereas the Gifts of Kingdoms (a + 92:9" 49 
Ja:g- corgrarularion 0! ' avourites) have been ry a 
manv, v t from ſuch a+ have folely conquered © 
hw. trordsg&astheirtighr vas ſia! or none 
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{o italſo as foon periſhed : but this hath been 
the chicſeſt praftice of Heathens, or others pro- 
yoked to Warre upon juſtgrounds, as David, 
Conſtantine, and ſome others, But here we ſpeak 
ro the moſi ſpecious plea of Succeſhon , which , 
whether it bejuſt and reall yea orno, yet if once 
acually poſleſi thereof , they will confirm it on 
their natural heirs. 

Now in thisalteration (called by ſome Vlur- 
pation) of Government, they claimed no power 
ro themſelves as ſingle perſons, by virtue of any 
Hereditaric,, and innateRight in themſelves , 
more then inSy other, but as pnblick, and re- 
preſenting perſons in the name of the people, by 
whom they were Eleed pin whom they ſpeak, 
and at, and to whom they are accountable; and 
having diſpatched their buſineſle for the people, 
they return into no greater a capacitic then any 
other Subjety having the ſame rule, enjoying 
the very ſame Lawes, and Immunities, performs 

ing the ſame. pbedience, having nothing beyond 
or beſide the meaneſt Subje, Neither do they, 
nor can they perpetuate thejr Power in them- 
ſelves, by conveying itto their Poſteritie ( from 
whom they did not receive it, and for whom it 

15 £00 greatto merit: ) forit may be, thatnet- 

ther they, nor any of their Poſteritic may ever be 

Pariiament men again; bur fill remaining inthe 

Pcopic (whoſe happincfic in Common, is the 

{um me of all things, the cad of all Powers : ) he 
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that is now of the mcancſi ranke,through his a- 
bilities and improvements may merit the ſame 
place of Honourfor his ſeaſon,by the EleRion of 
the People. 

"Honour, and Titles of Dignitic , are Heredi. 
taric (yet through tranſgreſhon they allo may be 
loſt, and their places of Honour roo: ) butin no 
wiſe ought any power or places of truſt lincally 
be deſcendent, but ought to remain in the choice 
of them for whom all power is, andin former a- 
ges hath been ſo taghe greateſt Offices in this 
Nation; elſe they would juſtly bring upon them- 
felves that judgement ( which is the moſt ſaddeſt 
and the moſt deſtruQtive of all Temporal judge- 
ments) To bavechildren, Babes, and Fooles to 
judge and reign over them; which is incvitable if 
power be Hereditaric. 

True, though the Nobilitie of the Land was, 
and is honourable in my cies , eſpecially ſuch as 
have deſerved itfor their great ſervices done for 
their Countrie, yet of late being created (as they 
call it themſelves) our of nothing, ſoodun ſtead 
of nothing to the-Common wealth. And being in 
Parliament the Commons had not at all the 
leaſt iptereſt in them, though created out of the 
* outof the Commons ( and therefore diſſolvable 
into the ſame principles) nay, immediately ourof 
the houſe of Commons, who to advance their 
private interefis, might have turned all the Com- 


mons into Barons, & ſo left the whole People de- 
R lolate, 
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ſolate 3 and uſuall it was, when;Princes found a 


warthy Pattiouof the Peoples Liberties among 
them, toremove them; by Honor, and crooken 


them with preferment, 


3 Much firength of argument to prove this 
Alteration an Ulurpation, in many mens judge- 
ments lies in this; Becauſc the power was tran(- 
ferd from one. partie, poſiclt vt it, and by right 
claiming ic, ig another by the hands' of private 
perſons, Vi; the Army z who then were bur 


leryants to the Parliamcyg their Maſters. To 
which may be returned: © 

x Though, ſeryants haye not a mandative 
power to lay their firiQ injunQiong upon their 
Maſters, to aR, grant, and execute thing corre- 
ſpondent to their ſervants judgements; yer they 
have a negative power, to refuſe the ating of 
ſuch ehings tor cheir Maſters as appear to them 
unlawfull: and in duty they are bound to reſtrain 
their Maſters from ſuch yiolent and unadviſed 
proſecutions, that will evidently caſt the whole 
both Maſtcrs and ſeryants into inevitable defiru- 
tion, it till followed on with induſtry and fuc- 
ceſſe by the ſeryants: and no further do I appre. 
hend they did or ought to undertake. , And 
chough in maby caſes ſcrvants arg not firting 
and competent judges et the Reſults and Derer- 
minations of their Maſters Counſels, yet they 
may and ought to examirig 2nd judge their own 
actions (elpccially teading © luch dangerous & 


dabious 
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dubious iſſues) and hearkerto the tationall and 
regular dicrates of their own conſciences : and 
men that have been led thorow vatious and won« 
derfull providences, exereiſed upon the ſame 
Buſineſſ. and Quarrell before, as now at their 
ſecond Enterprizings, and to men of large expe- 
riences, and ſtill continuing their cloſe walking 
with God, and obſerving him ir his- and their 
own waycs, may bee ler to- ſee further into the 
things to come then others, and may diſcern fur- 
ther into the minde of God, may have fironger 
bonds and cggings of minde, whereby they may 
be able ro intorm their Superiors,%and to which 
they are bound to yceld up themſelves, fo it bee 
upon a godly and rational, conſultation with the 
aſſiſtance of a lawfull power. | 

2 Admit ſtill there remayn ſome appearance of 
reſiftance of Authority in them, yet wee know 
that they intended not the abolition of the Au- 
tharicy it ſelfe, which ill chey honour, obey, and 
ſtand by with all their intereſts : neither did they 
ever oppoſe the whol Authority, but aſſiſied pare 
of them, partners in that Authority. And this 
is moſt generally concluded as lawfull, that if 
lawfull Magiſtrates, though not ſo great nor nu- 
merous, as the'reſt, ſhould-countenance the ſub+ 
jects, they may oppoſe and cortect the exorbi- 
rancies, and riotous extravagancies of the Supe- 
riour Magiſtrates; which yet aſcended not fo 


high, the Parliament being the only ſupream Au- 
R 2 rh oricic 


116) 
thoriric of this Nation in which theſubject-pro- 
petly reſided and appeared; a part of which was 
oppoſed and ejected, of which there was a faire 
preſident of cheir own, who lately dealt fo with 
the Malignant Pa:tic of the: ſame Parliament. 
And to this we may add, that many of them(rhus. 
called private perſors) have been great inſtru- 
ments in thEredeeming of our Liberties, whom 
Rill ir likewiſe concerned'to have ſome care in 
relerving of them, that they did not ungrate» 
folly and negligently caſt away & loſe what God 
had given into their hands :. and into this they 
were led by man among themſelves in juſt Autho- 
ritic C ruill as well as Martial. We may yet add, 
that there was the meanes of Servants, as petici- 
ons, &c. uſed before the leaſt violence wasoffer- 
ed, which when aQed, did not tranſcend the for- 
mer Outrages and countenanced Diſturbances 
of Parliament inthe ſame nature, if not worſe: 
which I know cannoc excuſe any fault, bur others 
calumnies may bee ſtopt by their own condems 
nacion. 
To conclude this; the Common Safety of Re. 
ligion & Liberty is the End ofall Governments, 
nay of all mens Lives, mſi nobuu ſolum nati: and 
they, cannot bee preſerved without an eſtabliſhr 
Government: and where any form of Goycrn- 
ment through the corrnption of private perſons, 
the contracted and encroached priviledges of 
great perſons (through their cuſtomary continue. 
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ance, or fubtile ſtealth on blind & ſluggiſh ages) 


haye worn away,and caten up the Liberties of the 
SubieR, and ſtill Rand direRly oppoſite unto ir, 
thre may bee a Change and Alreracion of thar 
Government, and no Uſurpation : So long as 
that Government hath its full Authoritic & Ma- 
jeſtic, fo long as it Jayes aſide perſonall & private 
intereſts, and thorow the _reall maintenance of 
Godlineſſe, Peace, and Rigbteouſneſſep diſlolves 
it ſelfe into the Welfare of the SubjeR. 

Secondly : But letusa littlencarer cloſe with 
this Objection, that appears ſo forcible, and fall 
under it ; ſhallweea little admit the Objection, 
grant the thing, that really they have uſurped the 
power of this preſent Government unto them- 
{elves ; yer | | 

1. We muſt know that it be!ongs not to any 
private perſon to determine of the right of Go. 
vernment, nor to requirean account of any Ma- 
giſtrate of che grounds of his Ruleg it is his good+ 
neſs it he ſatisfie private men with the reaſons, & 
his Righttherein, bur it is not for them to des | 
mand thoſe reaſons othimz no not by Petition, 
unleſle they have ſubordinate Magiſtrates to dis 
'* them therein , that ſo they may obſerve Or. 

,and that it many be manifeſt tothe Superiors 
that this ation of theirs, proceeds not from a Ri- 
otons, and Rebellious combination. T he great» 
eſt Plea againſi this, is the caſe of Atrbaliab, who 


was depoſed and executed by Jeborda 5 but we 
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know that Jeboida was a publick Perſon , and of 
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greatauthoritic, nearly allied to, and ProteQor 
ofthe ſupream Magiſtrate, a Godly and Holy 
man: and the preſent fa& of Atbahab, was ler 
evil intentions clearly againſt the judicial Law of 
God, and of that Nation, and was notoriouſly 


known to be Treaſonable , which makes not for 


the Lawfulneſle of private perſons ro combine, 
ac, or afſociat in any deſign againſt them that are 
in Power. 

2. It becomes not private perſons, eſpecial- 
ly MalefaQors, to demand the right of power of 
Judicature, but ro maintain their innocencie by 
the known Lawof that.Nation, or if that Law be 
corrupt , then by the incorruptible word of 
God: 

It is therefore in the colleQed obſcrvations of 
Marlor. inRom. 13. Non enim eff potej as, &c. 
Hauumigitur quereatur, cut parendum, noneſi /pe- 
tlandum qualu fit , qui poteflatem exercet , nes 
quo jure vel injuridl, quis poteflatem invaſerit ,qua- 


re ratione eam admini firet : ſed tantumſipotefiatem 


babeat, ſi enim qui poteflate pollet, jam indubut atum 
eſt ilums Deo cum poteflatem accepiſſe, &ce Clri- 
flian, dofitbou ee the Magiſtrate upon the —\_ 
or in any place of judgement , queſton nov who, 
whence be uu, be batb power, that 14 certain, &> that 
power of rod. 
3- Whena Power or Government is eſtabli- 
ſhed, no viſible authoritic lawfull, oppoſing, or 
o diſputing 
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diſputing the ſame: it isgood for us ro yield oyr 
ſelves up tco it, toftudic the peace of it, to pray 
for it, that under tt we, &c.-It is no lefſe danger- 
ouyto a mans foul, then to the people where he 
liges co reſiſt it, if he impartiallie examine -vpon 
what ſolid g:ounds he cando it. | 
'Laſilic, What was ſaid for an Heyericall, for 4 

Tyrannicall Magifiratc, may be ſaid foran Imtryu. 
ſive, it is but Error Perſone, non Offictt. The 
Per ſon fins, not the Power. The Power was, and 
isg00d, and all manner of Governments have 
been abuſed, andto them all we owe ourdutie, 
under which we live, which is the ſumme, in all, 
though diverſly, and by ſeveral adminiſtred. And 
ſurcicis, if we makeappeal ro them, as we muſt 
do that lives under them, we muſt appeal to God 
for them, to dire them in all their determinati- 
ons, for the Churches good,and our own alſfo,in 
civilaftairs. 

Objeft. But ſuppoſe I have ſworn, tobe 
true and faitbſul ta 4 Governments contrary to that 
under whisb 1 live, ought I then to obcy and pray 
for that Government I live under# 

Sol. 1. Certain it is that we ought to make 
a Conſcience of all our Yows, Promiſes, Oathes 
Covenants,Proteſtations,ahd Engagements, and 
as ſure itis , thathe thar willileightly, and upon 
ealic grounds lay aftce {uch, will as eaſily Itr go a+ 
ny 6tthe Commands ot God in his praQile, eſpe- 
cially if we made them upon ſerious confidera- 
r10n$, 
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rions, holy preparations, and in the | of our 
neceſlitic z and have had ſome gracious reſponces 
according to the occafionall groynds thereof. 
And indeed intheir own natute they are Divine- 
ly Obligatorig, and fits cloſe upon a tender e@n- 
ſciences for though we make them. toman, and 
about ſame Civilaffairs, yer it is in the preſenee 
of God tohis creature, and thy brother; and it is 
his command for thee to perform all thy Vows. 
Pſal.15.4. He that ſwearetb, &c. Eccleſ. 5.4,5- 
IWhen thou voweſt, &c. 

2. Yet there is difference of promiſes made to 
man, ef man, aid of promiſes made to man of 
God, ih mans ſtead, thovgh the truth and faith- 
fulneſs of them both ought ro be the ſame, Fer 
I. the promiſes made to God of himſelf, may dil- 
oblige us from promiſes made ro man; but no 
promiſes made of man,candiſoblige us from them 
made to God: and ſo of mixt promiſes, partly 
of God, and partly of man, where both cannot 
be performed,man muſt be thruſt our firſt, 2.Pro- 
miſes made to God, bindes more firmly ro the 
performance of that, which in equitic we ought 
to have performed, had we not promiſed its, bur 
pramiſes made to man are oft of ſuch things, 
to the performance of which, we were free as of 
oar ſelves. 3. Promiſes made to God bindes for 
eyer (iPnot in things indifferent, butthem made 
to man, bindes not for eyer, becauſe firſt in their 
relatives there is corruption. The man bound,8& 


Ss the 


che man co whom he is bound, may deceaſe; and 
Nature ir ſelfeeaches, that no ſablaro rollitur al- 
ternm, and relatum non porefi ſubſiftere fine ſus cor- 
relato; one relative being raken away, fo is the 05 
cher in reſpeR ofthat relation,& obligation: «Fs 
moritar cum perſona, is rrucin moral, as well as in 
Common Law. The Apoſile hath a fimilitude that 
might illuſtrare this plainly, Rom.7.2. 1/ ye, fe. 
the woman which hath an husdand , is bonnd by 
the Law to her hn band ſo long as he liverh;bur if 
the husband be dead, ſhe is looſed from the law & 
bond of her husband. This is the neareft relation 
tharcan be, in whichthere is a certain oneneF,and 
if on theſe terms the relations, & all the obligati- 
ons are diflolvable, then much more in relations 
more remote. Againg Secondly,there is a _— 
in man himſelf : God is immutable, he cannor, he 
wil not diſoblige any man from promiſes made to 
the ſtricter obſervance of his wil, bur man may : & 
if he that made the copenant or promiſe diſſolve ir, 
iis diſſolved, I mean him to whom ir was made, 
and by whoſe power ic was made: the reaſon is 
good, he ſces no neceflity of ſuch an ob/igation to 
him,and ir being for his ſake,his ſafery,honor,&c. 
and a burthen to theobhged ; the one parry iffay 
part with bis ownright, to caſe another. Juramen- 
un prom; fſurum quo aliguid promittitur bomint, 
rantum in cus gratiam definit obligare, fi ille curfa- 
Gum efi promi ſſum vel ————— tollas fundamen- 
$519 ilud Ho mich atur. Ameſ. Med.l.2.c. I'O, T be 
O ſubſtance 
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to promiſe that thou canſt not dogis ab 
quence a fin, becauſe thou doſi ir not, Somtimes 
God diſobliges us from the performance of our 

Promiſes when he blocks up our waies by his 
ovidence, and will not let us perform them, The 
rd hath clearly appeared herein tous in his vi- 
fions of providence, wherein he hath not wa'ked 
obſcure y under f{econd cauſes, bur above 
chem, and made bis own armbare bcfore ws all, and 
. be himſelf flood inthe way againſi the political ends 
of the Covenant literally expreſſed init: & tbough 
providenccs be notan aſlur'd juſlihcation of pre- 
cedent aRions,yct the ſuceſſhon ol them, & that in 
a more thentordinarie way, have a prophetic. { De- 
claration inthem, and in-minde us of the will of 
Godde futuro,that he will eſtabliſh ſuch a govern» 
ment whom he much owns, and will make vs that 
labors in it, to underſtand that of Nebucadnezar, 
| Dan.4- 32+1b4t the mol, &c. Tocloſcthis, the 
main cnds of the Covenant binds us more ſtrong» 
ly to the performance of that,which without a 60+ 
Penant weare bound to perform, and raclearus 
before men,&c. and L hope have great aſſurance 
(as much as man can bayeio none A the inain & 
auto ends thereof 3 this preſent power wil bring 
ome unto us. Chagi 
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XI. 

Þ 5: is truth, that is,the Duty of s Chriſtian ſub- 
jed to pray for the Magiſtrate, for that go- 
yernment under which he lives, may haye ics ap- 
plication, E554 | 
1. Totheſubjea, whom ic Corrtfr, Direfs, 
—_ , "yy ads bis 

I. Is corre(is tbe erroneous, whereoftbe eblefe ts, ,,c. .. 

t. The Jeſuited Papiſ}, that would have , ſu- — 
pream power ia the Pope, the univerſal Vicar of Joop re" '' 
Chriſt over the whole world , to depoſe and en- poi a | 
thron what Magifirats he pleaſes, to ſet up a Phg. 1e»«l&c. k: 
644, &c,as allo to change government at his plea- 
ſure,to cauſe the ſubje to withdrawhis due'obes 
dience fron the Magiſtrate, & inſtcad of prayin 
for him, Excommunicates,8 Curſes him with Bel, 
Book, and Candle. He likewiſe aſſumes to himſelf 
the pawer of Dijudication inall cauſes ; denyi 
that any Cterk or Perſon in Orders , ſhall appea 
unto any Magiſtrate but his Ordimary. As the 
Apoſtle excepts none from Magiſtrates,fo no ſub- 
je from his duty: pray for all men, &c. let Time. 
tby, 8&c. all the Church at Epleſus,Minifier & peo- Fern ad Hens, 
ple pray for him. $i omni anima & veſira,quis ves * * 
excepit ab univerſit ute? fi quos tentant excipere ten- 
tat decipere, (ir a Father zif every ſoule (muff be 
ſubie& to the bigh-r powers )then yours alſo ; wbo 
bath excepted you from oh univerſality > betbar 


__ 0, 2. The giddy 
online t would havea parity amongſt all 

Fer i crearures, Cbriſlians, and 

fellows in fl chings, and becauſe free by Chriſtin 

their ſouls, ce freefrom all rs obedi- 

ences VWhat havel to do with civil Powers and 
—_— ſaith he:nay,he would not have 

eina ChriſtianCommon wealth. 

Alas man ! what wouldſi thou do how wouldſt 
thoudefend thy ſelf, and gain redreſs for injurics 

__ byevillmen, 'The very unreaſonablecrea- 

re might argue thee out of this opinion : bur 

thou as, thou would fit have all ren co live 

by that law which is in them:ala s,whar is theLaw 

ofthe thief, the Murtherer, the diſhoneſt perſon, 

the man whole heart is hardened, and conſcience 
:{carcd up ? and will there be no ſuch in the beſt 
Cdinmonwelkh > But thou wouldſt not have a 

Chriſtian by any means take upon him rhe Office 

ofa Magiſtrate. There is morenecd of them then 

Vid. Aquine 22, any; becauſe there is not ſuch able men,and good 
fo4-rmt's Chriſtians in that office : ic is, that juſtice is refu- 
WollGer, &, ſed, jndgeing mens cauſes by their perſons, and 
nor- thei perſons by their cauſes. The Apoſtle 

checks the Chriſtian Corinsbians for this,1 Cor.6. 
1.Dareany,&c. ſure ir is that the Saiots the Apo- 

file ſpoke of, ſo able to judge berwixt brother and 
ry" Eg, very precious in theſc our daics;how- 
everits tobe wiſhed there were morc,that might 
deſerve fuller prayers, and freer obedicnce from 
the ſubjca. Secondly, 


_ C739) 
Secondly, 1t diretts the traly pious, and 
Chriſtian Subject.  - $2, 

I. In poiat of Conſcience, thou lJookeft upon 
many in Authority, as really; baſe, and uhworthy: 
Pcrſons of protane lives, corrupt j dgements,cafily 
byaſſed, & onely filling up a place,nay, diſhonouring 
that place; well, thou layeſt that, thou dart not pur 
up any requeſt for them, they and their pradtiſ-s 
are ſoabhominablec inthe eyes of God, I am affraid, 
to pray for them is a (inne, at the leaſt a vine pe- 
ticion, Tiuly, that place is tobe lamented that arc 
ſerved with ſuch Magiſtrates ; but.are they Mig". 
ſtrates, and ſo bad and unable ? theri thEy have the 
more necd of thy prayers ; for want of them they 
are ſo bad, it may be. But however in the meane- 
while you muſt diſtinguiſh between the Perſon and 
the Office : the Office addsto the Perſons, the Per- 
ſonstake not from the Office ; their perſonal ini- 
quities, or officiall corruptions leſſons not their Au- 
thority, Power, Superiority, Magiſtracy, but be- 
cauſe of this, thou fearcſt leaſt chou ſhouldeſt ſinne in 
praying for them : it isthy duty, and thou finaeſt in 
not praying forthem. Thou haſt a bad Child, a 
bad Father, a bad Miniſter, darſt thou not pray for 
them becauſe they are ſuch © nay pray the more 
conſtantly, and the more fervently, the higher their 
ſinnes cry, the lowder let thy prayers cry; the 
worſer that thoudoſt findethem, the*more doe thou 
pitty them. When thou prayeſt for |them, thou 
prayeſt not that they might ſucceed in their iniqui- 


ties, but become juſt z. not to proſper and continue 
T- in 
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in evill, but to- turne from cyery evill way ; thou 
awneſt not, but bewaileſt their faults ; thou parta- 
keſt not in their.ſinne, but waſheſt thy hand, thy cor.- 
ſcience from it ;_and if there be any vertue, any 
grace, ay thing of God in them, of that thou ſl14- 
ic(t, in that thou rejoyc:. ſt. 

Morcoycr, as I have oft fore-fpoken, the Apoſtle 
make$no.diilinftion of & mkinnd; he ſaics nor, 
for ſuch a Magiſtrate thou ſhalt interced-, and for 


ſuch an one thou ſhalt not ; he points not outthe Ma- 
gitrates in their manners, and qualifications,bur for 
al that are in Authority we mult put up al! mmner 
of prayers; and all Perſons as arcto performe this, 
the pooreſt Chriſtian that lives upon the almes of 
M giſtrates muſt pay tothem the Subſidies of pray- 
crs( granted inthe high Court of H.aven ) tothem 


as Magiſtrates- 
2, Inaduty, v:-. to turne thy prayer into pra- 
Qice ;z. what we lic: rely pray for, we ought dili. 
gently tolabour for,uſing our prayers as the watring 
of our endeavours; elſe our prayers will prove a 
derideing and tempting the Almighty, Thou that 
prayeſt for all that are in Authority, that under them 
thou maycſt leade a quiet, and peaccable life in all 
godlynefſle and honeſty, to walke toward the Migi. 
ſt:atc,8& ſo a inthy place & calling,that thou may- 
eſt lay hold on that for which thou prayeſt, an 
helpe to worke out that peace which thou ſo fer- 
| vently dc fireft, Inefficax petitio eft, cum precatur 
$ul4 nay 2" Dem ſerilis oratio; abarren, anidle, and a ſtarve- 
ing prayer is an ieffeualldefire z a naked wiſh is 
no 


no prayer ; but what thou act asthouprayelt law- 
fully,thou diſcoverſt the heartineſſe and ſincerity of 
thy proyerp and offereſt a double ſervice unto the 
Lord, Make uſe then of ſuch opportunitics as ate 
in thy hands, and make them ſublervicnttothe Ma- 
pil rates power ; for |ct him ule all his :k 1],and whet 
is {word for the procuring hereof, yetin vainc will 
his endeavours be, withour the readineſſe and wi'. 
l:ngneſſe of the Subjc, who 'not for (laviſh feare 
but tender conſcience, not for mans ſake but the 
Lords ſake, ſhall apply himſclfe to make uſe of his 
direRions, and thereunto make uſe of hisowne inte* 
reſts in family, amorg friends, in all his relations 
publick and private, n««wn win ſanh the Apoſtle, 
ſo follow afier and proſccure pexce,as if thou wouldſt 
nere ccaſe till thou had(ſt overtaken it, Let cycry 
mantake his O.re,and with all:he might and ſtrength 
he hath row in ſome part of the Ship of this Nation 
to preſerve it from ſinking and ſplitting ___ theſe 
many Rocks that appearec in every paſlage of this 
Common-wealth, Let the Maſter of a Family, 
the Miniſter of a Congregation, and every pr:v te 
man conferre what he arh hereunto ; let the lines 
of all our callings be dravinto this as to the Centre; 
then undoubtcdly the labours ofthe Magiſtrate will 
prove cffcuall ; joyne therefore together hand 
and tongue, pray and worke, cry to him,cry for him, 

aſſiſt him irthe worke tothik end. - 

Thirdly, this informes a Chriſtian of himſelf 
and the a. ater 

1. Here is a glaſlſe preſeated to thee wherein 
7-3 thou 
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thob mayeRt ſee thiy owtic heart z deile nptipficl 
wn elf according to this Rule ; re rn 

aime$and inten:ions in praying for the Xapiſtrate? 
are they tor peace ? that is well; a Migiſtrate, ifs 
good man may ſeeanother good mans heart by his 
owne : hedcfliresa true an laſting peace. 2ut ve- 
re pacifier eſt, etiam belli ger ando pacificus. Aug. his 
mind is {0 bent atrer peace, that he fights,he warres, 
he” kills and. demolithes places with a peaceful 
minde. Pactns debet habere voluntas be'luwne neceſitas, 
non pax q'eriturut bel/um excitetwr, ſed bellum geri- 
tur, wt pax acquiratur, Though the Church of God, 
the Chri't1ao Magsſtra e, and Chriſtian SubJjeR dots 
hate the necellity of Warre and prayes againſt it; 
yet warres, that ſhe might obtaine it, ſhe defires'a 
peace, which is as the warme beames of the glori- 
ous Sunne to blofloming truths : holineſſe can ne- 
yer ſhine without peace ro cheriſh ir; and I believe, 
if the eyes of many of this Common.wealth were 
truly opened, they ſhould ſee the loſſe of holineſſe 
and truth intheſe late times of warre would exceed 
her gaines, . Warre is no friend ro truth in it ſelfe, 
nor tothe powerfull and conſtant praQtice of god- 
lyneſſe; andevery private Chriſtian may finde this 
in himſclf, if he be poſſceſt of a divided , wracked, 
and diſcontentcd, and troubled minde, for that while 
holinefſe will be cbbing, himſelf abating, and flag- 
ging inthe wayes of God : nay, ordinary Diſputes 
and Diviſions in Religion are no ſuccourers of grace, 
but ſuckers and dryers up of it ; oh then its amiablc 
pcacethat thou defireſt, but is it that alone 2 'thou 


art 
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art weaty of trovble, and the feare of warres per» 
plexes thee, thoulonpgeſt for peace : peace, oh how 
carneſtly thou lobkeft ſor a meflenger of peace} how 
welcome wouldeſt thob bid him rothy houſe, -that 
thy burthens might be removed, and thy murtmu- 
rings ſtilled ; that as Pſalm 144.12, 13,14, T/ at our 
Sennes might be as Dow grown, &c. this prayer 
procceds trom thy fleſhly affeftions,- thou mayeſt 
fee by thy purely carnaflen.'s ; thou feckeſt' a Ma- 
giſtrate alone for thy ſelfe to "fatiſhe thy private 
and pcculiar intereſts, and fo long mayeſt thou pray 
Invaine. Jam.4. 3. Tearktand receive not, becauſe 
ye aske amiſſe &c, but wouldeſt thou have a Mazi- 
ſtrate whoſe wings might protect and nouriſh a god- 
Iy man, under whoſe Govcrmentthon mighteſt lead 
an holy life,as well as a peaceable £ thou wouldeſt 
have Holinefſe, Peace, Truth, quietneſſe hand in 
hand ; thou hadſt rather live under an Hezekiah 
and be beſicged in Jereſalem, then fit as a Prince 
upon one of the Thron s of Nebuchadnezzar, and 
be forced to bow unto an Image, or be hindred from 
a free ſerving of thy God, the G d of Heaven, Pi- 
ety is more beaurifull rhen Tranquiliry 3 thou 
hadſt rather be a deore-keep'r in the Houſe of God, then 
fit and faire deliciouſly in Princes Courts ; both 
are pretious bl: 11s, but a good man cannot be {a- 
tiſhed with peace alone: preſent him with Riches, 
and Honour, and Pe:ce and an eleven of the choy- 
ſc{t and goodlicſt bleſſings rhou canſt pick forth of 
Gods Treaſury,yec if Benjamin come nar, he is full 


of ſorrow ; for the lite of a 200d man is bound vp in 
F4 the 
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the life of godlinefſe and holineſſe : therefore he 
darcs not pray for peace alone: for had he his out- 
ward peace compleated, he could nt be at peace, 
while he ſces wickedneſſe on high, and iniquity a- 
bounding, and finne in preheminence, and eminent 
places z he cannot be ar peace while ungodlinefle 
and unholyneſſe is at peace and reconciled to Autho- 
rity ; his peace is a broken peace, his life a dyin 

life. Then peace indeed is ſweet if not imbittere 

through ungodlineſle ; an unholy peace is ill, and 
therefore he deſires a quiet & holy life,a po:ver pro- 
tcing perions and goods, a power adyanceing ho- 
lineſſe and truth : ſuch a Magiſtrate he prayes for, 
he prayes that every Maziftrate might be ſuch. 
Heb.12.14.Follow after peace and ho meſs ,crc.and be 
would not have theſe two ſeparated, which God 


hath joynediogeth:.r. Proteion from open, ene- 


mies, ad Seditious rifings:encouragements to Pie- 
ty aid ho!y practices: deliverances from aſperſion 
and cruclty.; the leaſt of the blefſings is the laſt, 
yct a very precious and an acceptable mercy : If 
peace, if holincſſe; yet if we could not enjoy our 
owne,we were ſtill unhappy. :ita peaceable, if ſeem. 
iogly an holy Magiſtrate, yet if not honeſt he would 
be a burthen to us ; though if we were really aſſured 
of the two firſt, the laſt would undoubtedly follow : 
honeſty being the Icaſt part of a Chriſtian, the 
ſtreame of his holy heart, and that whercina Hypo- 
crire and igno:ant perſon might equall him, yet 
ſureitis, a Aſagiſiratethat ſets a ſure gurrd over his 
Subjects for a quiet and holy life, willjudge righte- 


oully ; 


(135) 
ouſly ; and though Morality be a common vertue, 
yer its the deſire and endeavour of the Chriſtian 
SubjcR, being the outward illuſtrating forme and 
creditto holineſſe ani truths prof. lion, and gives a 
ſweet reliſhto, and is the happy ſolemanization ot 
outward peace. Examine theretore the truc frame 
of thy ſpi:i-, and thy earneſt deſires, when thou pray- 
eſt for the Magiſirate, is it really for the happy uni- 
tivg of the ſe 111ee, Peace,Godly nefs, and Honefty 7 
doſt hou ſet thy eye upon that promiſe made to the 
Church, and puc it into petitions, Pſalm. $5. 10 
Mercy and Truth are met together, &c.1t this be thy 
remper,its according tothe Apoſtles rule. 

2. This preſents unto us the neceflicy 07 Magr- 
ſtrates, in what need the Servants of God,the Curch 
ot God (and oi them, fince bv the Apoſtles order 
and command they muſt be o {eriouſly,and earneſt- 
ly praycd for, for had not the Servants of Chriſt 
ſuch to defend them, they above all others ſhould 
havethe leaſt quictnefle, or honeſt: dealing : could 
northey ſuck the milke of righteouſnefle and peace 
out of the breſts of A#giffrates; the brefts of Mam- 
wand all the world beſides would yeild them no- 
thing bur poiſon. Nay amongſt themſelves, their 
would ſoure into conluſfions, Tru:h would be 
aid under Errors, Profaneneſſc ourt-juſtling holy- 


nefſe, Ordinances made common and defiled, in- 
ſtead of Honeſty, injurious and uncivill dealings, had 
we not Maziftrates many times to ſtep in to heale 
Church-breachesas well as the Commo!n-wealths. 
What great paiacs that good Empcror Conjtantime 

L0OkC 
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tookefor the peace of the Church, and remoying 
differences occaſioned by ſome erroneous perſons ; 
he writes |cttersfrequen:ly to ſeverall mea of avilj. 
ty,and tothcir Counſclls; be fights with his Armies 
ag1inſt their Acverlarics,he comes in his own perſon 
to the generallAſlemblics,& rhere wocs & beſeech- 
esthcm to peice, as it he had as particular a charge 
aSany of them z he was a tru2Nwrcing Father, ted 
them with rich favours, and hfſhed the wranglings 
of godly men, he gave them the breſts of the world, 
Riches, Honour, Wealth, and Peaceto ſuch to live 
ON, nay a$if that was not deare enough, he gives is 
blood tor them, and indures thoſe miſeries to con- 
ferreonthem and preſerve with them the contrary 
bleiſings. And not onely in this reſpeR have the 


people of God a alegifrat, burin ther reſpedts to 
regulate their converſations ;t 


hey have corruptions 
as well as others, which may beeake out into as no- 
roriousaQs as in the wicked: ſomtimes they may 
fall out about the world,eftates, &c. & fall into great 
civill differences many times ; theſe need not onely 
abrother co motion, but.a Magiftrate tro command 
peace,and abſolutely todetermine the caſes among 
chem, whence elle are thoſe exhortations, 1 Theſ. 
4. 6. That no may goe beyewnd, &rc. a caution, 1 Per. 
4-15. But let none of yow, ec. that a check, Jam.g: 1. 
From whence come warres and fighting, cc. ag00d 
man hath the ſame roote-fin, and the ſame temprtari- 
ons, that ſame tinder, and the ſame preſented to it 
as ungodly men have, thatthey may happento fall 
into the (ame evill and condemnation with others ; 


there. 
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therefore Gods people had need to pray for good 


and wiſe Magiſtrates, that may play the part of a 
Skilfull Phifttianto know how to ſearchand judge of 
the ſinnes of Perſons, in the nature of them, and 
how to apply his remedie, and in what degree and 
meaſure, What a fad time was it in 1/rael, when 
they wanted a Prophet inthe Church, a Judge and 
Governour in the Common-wealth ; Brave times 
might [ome unbounded Spirits ſay, but ſee Jud?. 17. 
6. In thoſe dayes there was no King in Iſratl, &c. 
( That 1s, no Go ernment, for as yer they never had 
any Kiog intheir moſt happy and flourthing Gftare ) 
but every man did that, which was 700d, crc. Whata 
{ed Nation ſhould we have, ifevery man might doe 
ſo, ifevery party unjuſtly head themſelycs, and e- 
very perſon follow hizown way, every man be his 
own Judge, Law-maker, Executicner, Councellor, 
and Interpreter. Finde mea Nation without men 
of licentious ſpirits, and irregular principles; and 
could you finde a Common-wealth of Saints, yet e- 
ven then there might be need ofa Magiſtrate : both 
for the Politicall order and beauty ofthe Common- 
wealth, and for the prevention of evills that may a- 
riſe, and the x reſervation of ſuch happineſles which 
may bc loſt ; it being no leſle difficult and hanou- 
rabletopreſerve,then to acquire ſuch bleſſings. As 
he muſt caſt our, ſo he mult keepe out that evill- 
doer, and there is required no lefle wiſdome and 
watchtulneſle in a MaerFrate «to make and main- 


taine a fence ſo. rong as to keep out ſuch perſons, 
that may inſoare theſe happy Priviledges,as to ex» 
V tirpate 


(38) | 
tirpate and-ſupprefſe them' being rooted amongſt 
hiss No: warvill the Apoſtle requires us to pray 
for rhem in all manner of prayers, which they them - 
ſelves ſtands in ſuchgreat need ofzthe more thou ab- 
ſerveſt the Common. wealth,and the more thouen- 
quireſt out the reaſons hereof, the more wilt thou 
be convineed of the neceſhtty of this Duty. 


A 
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CHAP. XII. 


TOw touching the ' Haziftrare himiclte ; all 
tics mo on the Sub;et huniclte : when Sers« 


” *vants, and Children, and Wives arc exhorted 
to love, reverence; obcdience, &c- It intimates a 
Relative owing from the Maſter, the Father, 
the H z as1tisSin all rclations, rhere are mu- 
rualt conditions that both of them are bound unto. 
Onely in general], let the Magiſtrate make this uſe 
of this Chriſtian praQtice, lrs a proper Duty of a 
Subject to pray for his Magiſtrate. 

t. Herc you have the Eflay and Charafter of a 
true SubjeR; ſce his Diſpoſition, his Aﬀection, his 
hearttaken ourof him and laid before thee - mans 
lanpu?gesoneto another are no certaine diſcoveries 
oftheir minde, but their prayers, which they dare 
not/counterfeite when they goe to their God and 
Father, who is the ſearcher and trier of the hear: 
and reines. Nay they. not onely ſometimes pray 
for the Magiſtrate, bur they makeit their bufineſle, 
this is a chicfe thing that in the firſt of all things 


they 
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they muſt - even the! hippy Government of 
the Aaviſtrate, and that they: enjoy: a'/trut 
Subje&s1ife +25 God hath-commitred- chegs to cy 
hands, to they' commit: thee and thy -Govprmnent 
i1to Gods hand;'wharthouJabourett for, they! grw- 
ly pray for, that the Lord would enabtc thee: with 
ſuch Graces and Gifts, to guide thee by his Sp rir, 
and ſo guide hitnſelt ego, that thou-mayeſt .rule- 2nd 
govern in Peace; Holmeſſe, and Honcfty;sſee hete 
his heart running iryunto'thee; his affections;makine 
haſt to meete, his endeavours ſtriving to anſwer. tlie 
ſumme of 2/g00d Magiſtrates defite, and to delight 
him in his ow mn hap '4/If thou beeſt'a 2M #21- 
ſtrateand affected with menot other tempers, thou 
art no lover of thy' ſelfe 'or the Common weakh-: 
it thou ſeeſt men- otherwiſe diſpoſed, be afſurcd 
that they /are-not tyfe Subjeav according! to Gol. 
pell int tion: or if any of Gods people faile 
herein: blame not the truth and the way they pro- 
fcfle, they have been inſtrudted in other Principles, 
berter Rules are laid before them to walke by. 
Thenthe cAMagiſtrate rot ro account him 
aSthe onely faithfull SubjeR, that is a ſolicirovs in- 
former, fills his cares with eroundlefſe complaints, 
that ſtraines, ſqeezcs, and forces the ations of men 
peaksin fuct a DialeQ ; that as he hates them 


tof) 
that drep06d;ſo he would ſet at difference the Avgs. 
ſtrate and them that are g00d;; ſure it' is (how cha 
ritably'ſoever ſuch as are in Authoriry, and judge of 
them, and howlocver they may uſe them as- profi- 
table ro themſelves, ( unleſſe in apparent caſes * 

V 2 necel- 
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neceſſity, peace it ſelfe being concerned in it ) yet 


they are enntgn the firſt qualification of the 
Apoſtle, the worſt SubjcQs a Magifrate can have, 


bringing much diſhonour on. him that hearkens to 
them, Forasthe Prophet diſcribes them, fa. 29. 
20, 21. They watch for iniquity that make 4 man of- 
fend, &c. Theſe men cannot live but inthe lame of 
revenge, and the fire of envy, they. delight in the 
diſquetation and ruine of others, and therefore-la- 
bour by-ſuggeſted lies, and: wire-drawn. Truths to 
perplextte minde,yo wrack and torture the Name 
and Eſtate of the true SubjeR, that truly defires to 
lead a peaceable and: quiet life 3 yet queſtionleſle 
the eminency of their affeRion, and-the exacneſſe 
of their ſubjeionappeares onely inthis. 

A xgainethisinformcs, that a wicked perſon can- 
not bea true Subje@Q; the contentious man being 
an enemie to.Peace, diſquiers the innocent Mcm- 
bers ofJeſus Chriſt ; ſo the ungodly man isinward- 
ly an hater of the happineſlt of the godly,and would 
be ready to cntertaine, and violently to proſecute 
motives that might beger the diſquictneſle of the 
bryant if he ſhould follow the Principles 
of his owne heart, he can neither rule as a good 
Magiſtrate, nor obey as a good Subject; how can 
be pray for the Magiſtrate, that never prayed for 
himſclfe: his prayers as well as his perſon bring 
anabomination ; The prayers of the Righteous, a- 
vaile much : In truth the wicked man is ſubjeR to 
none but the Divcll and his owne vile affeQions, 
geither, ean he be; while an ecvill Spirit rules in 


(142) 
himas inall Children of diſobedience, He onely 
loves a Mefiftrate like himſelf, and delights to 
make-him like himſelfe, Hoſe 7. 5,6, 7. In the day 
of oar-K ing, &c. delights to ſee him live like him- 
lelfe, Roo. 1. ult. But heare how they will found 
forth the commendations of a Miniſter of Juſtice, 
that will countenance or connive at their wick- 
edneſle : and its caſtly knowne in a County. what 
a Magifirate is, by the perſons that weare his Li. 
very, and the Heravld of his Name ; for ſuch. as 
the Subjccts are, ſuch is the Magiſtrate by whom 
they liye + eſpecially he is fuch in his Admirers and 
Agents, We reade that this Title is given to the Ma- 
giftrate, who is ſajd to be nw populi, the Shep. 
heard of his people, but ſureitis > the ungodly per- 
ſons are the fcab of his Flock, and a curſe of: his 
Goverment ; the ungodly perſonis the Tinder, the 
Conmtentious perſonis the Fire, while theſe rwo re- 
ceive coulttenance-from the Magiſtrate, the beſt of 
the Subjects ſhall enjoy little peace. 


'2+ This may ſerve to guide the eye, and dire 
the heart of a good Matlomenhert he ought to 
lace it ; it may tcach him, what value and efteeme 
bh ought ro place onthe righteous man, conſidering 
what fruits he ly beares , ſo long 15 watered 
by the Dodrine of the Apoſtles, viz, Peace, Godli- 
eſſe, Honeftie. If thou beeſt a gracious Ruler, and 
defireſt ſo ro geverne the people, thou wilt delight 
io, and receive tothy ſelfe ſuch as meer thee in the 
ends of thy Government, Cornelis was a good 
man, and loved men like himſelfe, as good though 
W-3 not 


. 
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not as great as himſelfe ; ſich ſhall. be neere@his 


perſoh,| and* rhings' of traſt 'commired'to them, 
At.to. 78.” He.culted two of his houſthold ſervants, 
and 's druout crc.) Iachoſedayegit wih adangerout 
thing to: be'a Patron oft the Ap»ſties , or any Mini 
ſters of Cirift; if 'it had beene knowne burro their 
Heathenith Emperour, or any of their Depurtes, he 
bad loſt his placevſ Commandif-not his Life : - 

5-of 


4” 


witlr this buſtnctie! (he had ſach/g004 ſervittt 
fuch fidelicic) he durſt intruſt theme. Therefore faith 
the wiſeſt ot Magiſtrates , Prov. 16: 13. Rightevis 
lips &c. ſuch is the nature of him, and then-he di- 
rely moves rowards the divine ends'of his Office, 
_" 3:3: agar 1 otra wot - parece 
practiſes of that good an ipht Kine, F/al. 
101.2, 1 will have So Fa w# N raperfe way 
What isthatway © See one ſep' he ſtruck therewm, 
verſe. 6. Wins tyts ſhall be wporr &&e,' They ought to 
have a good* mary in\high eſtseme for his workes 
ſake and above. all, forthe inward- frame of him. 
ſelfe, which'isc d of Peace, Aolineſſe,and 
Righreouſneſfe, You may behold him keeping juſt 
Laywes before they be, and helping the RulereSthat 
Peace and Righteouſheſle in his'way, thar 2 Ruſer 
cannot hetpe himſelfe unto, by reaſdr? of rhe defet 
of his Law ik OI fer barge 
privately and pabliquely*to'pray and aQfor this + 
radi hens Liwes made, bur he rejoyces 
in them, lives more ſecurely from evill men, but no 
more ſecurely it» himſelfe, havingthe ſame ſtanding 
Law in his Conience , nay, being « living Law 
to himſelf. King 


(143) 
King James uſed to ſay of a good Juſtice, that he 


was his beſt ſubjeRt, and none deſerved berter of 


him z and ſure the Countrey may ſay as much of 
him, as a Magiſtrate amongſt them: But whar will 
Magiſtrates ſay, when they ſee Chriſtians walking 
like ſo many Jeſtices, keeping Court in their owne 
Conſciences ; and were there no Law, durſt not 
offend, nor breake the peace.of common ſocietic * 

Sute ſuch are to be had in honour,that are {o readic 
to every good worke. I know, that there are many 
in authoritic at this preſent, to whom good men are 
deart to them as the apple of cheir eye ; yer againe 
I know them 'to-be but men, and may receive accu- 
{ations privately ſuggeſted (having many comming 
to their cares) and fuch being received, and the 
minde poſſeſſed of them, its an hard thing to unſertle 
them, and remove them fromthe affe@ion ; anger 
inycteratedrurnes to malice,and that toworſe ; and 
ſome Rulers are too apt many times to ſpend their 
judgements, — ro a ſudden apprehenfion, or 
preſentinformation. A Rnlerought to be very care» 
full herein , againſt whomſoever he receives any 
thing, or ſpeakes, eſpecially of agood man , whoſe 
heart is or ſhallbe thus diſpoſed preſently to Peace, 
Holineſſe, and Honeſtic inallthings; and in ſome 
particulars that obliquely ſcemes to oppole ſome of 
theſe, gives him leave ſoberly & ſolidly ro come up 

unto them : in the meane time, let him not loſethar 

eſtceme and good affection, that is due from thee 

to him-; which another day thou ſhale be forced to 


acknowledge. | "0. 
3. Ihis 


(144) 
3- This ſhowes in what a perillous eſtate the 
Magiſtrate ſtands : his foote isfer upona Hill, which” 
if exher to wet or to. dry may prove i!l for him : he 


therefore hath not onely need of his; own'prayers 


and watchings, but of others, of all good Subjeas 


nnderthem, of whole Congregations, Miniſters, and 
People : that their prayers aſcend with the greateſt 

rength and force to the Throne-of Grace : God: 
requires'usthus to aR and intercedeto himlelfe for 
them: the great danger they are in, appearesby the 
the neceſſity of their & our prayers, and the great 
care that God takes of them, who can thus bleſſe 
and proſper from himſclte, yernot withourmeanes, 
this muſt not be forgotten above allthings, this doe 
firſt of all : and this muſt be conſtantly at all times 
being a gencrall direQion, firſt of all; ll g'it not 
this, God himſelte hath putup a Bill into thy hands 
every timethou gocſt into the Pulpic, Pray for all 
that are in Authority ; and goodreafon, their temp- 
tationSareſo many and ſo great, Satan waiting on 
Miniſters, and Magiſtrates at all times, to be a ly- 
ing Word inthe mouth of the Prophet, and a falſe 
ſentence inthe mouth of the Ruler : for if they erre, 
many erre with them, and in their ruines many 
periſh, Morcover they doc Judge and ſpeake for 
the Lord, and as in his ſtead and place, and thence 
doe their ſ1nnes much refleRt upon the Lord s and 
they doc judge the Lords people, and his Inheri- 


trance, which ovght tenderly to be reſpeRted : there 
be many cxtraordinary and occafionall employ- 


ments, that they need conſtantly to ſtand wnderthe 


ft 


droping 
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droppings of the Olive tree, and we alwayes to be 
"Upg up our ſupplications for them, for ſupply- 
influcaces of Courage, Integrity, clearncſle of 
Ju ent and Wiſdome, 

nd here _ is taught them, that as the Care 
ofthe people lies on them, ſo good people beares 
much care for them : they are affraid leaſt they 
ſhould ſlip or faile in the diſcharge of their places, 
ifthey coe, they mournover them, they ſeek tore- 
ſtorethem, being very fenſible of their conditions, 
knowing what loſſe the people of God may fuffer 
by them, And if ſuch be the charge of others for 
them, how great need havethey in humility, godly 
temperance, and vigilancy to be oycrſcers of them. 
ſelves, and trequently to.examine their owne hearts 
and waycs, and t 1]l-tully ro attend the Lord inpray- 


er, all other meanes for ſtrength and di- 
recion. 


———— 
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CHAP. XIII. 

Erein by way of refleQion, the Magifirate 
H may take a view ot his own duty to the Sub. 
jc z vhat rhe Subjeis to ſeek for of 

God, what they are bound in duty to endeavour to 
performe to him, for the S»bjef# prayes that be 
he might lead a quiet, godly, and honeſt life under 
him, and to enable the Aſagi/trate ſoto rule and go* 
verne, that his Government may conduce hereunto, 
which ovght to be his ſtudy : ſhould he not Pray 
X or 


W_ 
TT + as 
wes Altos. Tana. 4% Mt os 
"20 £2: 46s 
d : 6 k y k . on. - "ou 'T ” k 4 x . 
FP = "4 oh © : 
"5 's ”" : » Be 
F ws = 
| d; 
4 


for him andthiscalls upon me to handle the other 
part, the Rulcrs duty, and how juſt' che expeRati- 
ons of the Swhjec# are trom him fot their bleſſings : 
but1 muſt leave this for another opportunity, which 
Lhape Gou may caſt znto my lap, onely in preſent 
receive theſe briefe Obſcrvations. 


1. Letche Magiſtrage endeavour a confluence of 
theſe three, Peare, Holeneſſe, and Honeſty : ct liim 
not ſatiffie himſclfe, as a Policicalt perfon, with 
Peace and Honeſty, but if it pleaſe God to bleſſe 
him with them, ſtrive by way -of gratitude to rc- 
rurnc the other tor thy ſelfe upon the Swbjei? ; you 
have a dutious intereſt in them all, though ſome- 
what different, yet ſo-greate as tro promote the re- 
moteſt from your power, 77«th and: Holineſſe, you 
ſee how the Lord is pleaſed to joyne them in pro- 
miſe, Fer. 33. 6. Behold, I will give unto them health, 
&c., Whar we have laid ap in promiſe, we ought 
roſtrivecach of us 11 our calling { which may con- 
ferre ſomething to it) ro draw that forth , thoſe 
that eſtabliſh a laſting Peace, muſt build ir upon 
theſe two Columnes, without which it will incvi- 
tably ruine, and thoſe will be ruined that lie under 
ie;lerit otherwile be laid upon the ſtrongeſt Baſis 
of Policy. Ineverread otherwiſe in the Hiſtory 
of any Church, cither /ew4ſh or Chriftian,but where 
either of them two pcrithed: cither the 'Govern- 
ment it ſelfe, or at leaſt the Magiſtrate periſhed. 
- When God would in a Viſion repreſent to Neb»- 

£adnrzar ( and therein to every M ate) his 
charge, headumbrateshimby a Tree, it was in it 


ſelfe 


ſclfe great and Rtrong, though made ſo by the'hant! 
of God, that for Beaſts it might be both for foot! 
and ſhadow, and for-Fowle to build their -neRs/ih 
the ſpacioos and loving armes of it; Theinterpte- 
tation is cleare. ww $02 11 

2. That the Corruption of a Magifrate, or his 
Tyranny (as ſome terme it ) conkiits. as much ia 
the no-exccution of his power, as inthe. uicentious 
exccedings of the bohads of his juſt powers Its 
an hard thing ro kcepe in mecaſue, though he muſt 
exccedingly cnceavour it, that he geither two 
much flacken, nor too much ſtreighten h1s golden 
Rennes ; - For beſides his' own finne, and danger 
herein, its tooſubject to the unadvited Sabje, to 
murmure without juſt occalton. S'oath and balſc- 
peflc of ſpiricis as much deteſtable,as ridg1daets, and 
pride-:'there-is partiality 'in both. Looſenot what 
youcan:doe, where it is good or ſate'; overatt nor 
whatyou may doe, tFough to your owne profic g 
yet there is leſſt danger in the excefle then in che 
defeR, though this be much tobe lamented, other 
as muchtobe hated. For an oppreſhve Tyrant is 
more tolerable for good men, and more wholeſome 
toa Common- wealth, then a Partial), Lile, Feare- 
full, or unwiſe Magiſtrate, that will not, or cannot 
udÞthat Authority commirted:to him : for at ſuch 
t:mes we have multitudes of Tyrants, and concludes 
with deſtruQiboto the whole oftentimes. | + 

3. Adsof policy ſhould not ſuſpend Acts made, 
ordelay Aﬀts to be made. for /Picty! xnd Honeſty : 


Lay darſt theſe asthe tonndatiohsafPeace, and vine 
| K-23 im- 


kimſbife will build s glorious Strudure- for us ; 
build Gods Houſe, and God will build our houſes, 
be adaeches” ws = => in wr 
| place w for Magiſtrates, ſo Mariſtrates 
Ee Ge place would» torchem, The Philofo. 
pher,. that had more reaſon then Faith, could ſay, 


Arift. Pol. 7+ ew þ out $6/ar there, Chicfecly, or firſt, our care 


ſhould be about Divine oF and ſure it isthe beſt 


Let Gods way goe firſt,and it will enlighten, and 
it will guard our wayes; if wewalke uprightly,even 
our enemies ſhall be at peace with us. But if we lay 
our owne counſels deepe,and lay afid: (though for a 
while) the way of. God, our owne counſels will de- 
ftroy us, or God: will deſtroy them , and make us 
know, that it is the ſafeſt and beſt-policie, to gaine 
him, and keepe him on our ſides; and-in ſach caſes 
it will prove the moſt ſucceſſefull , at the leaſt the 
moſt comfortable, to denic our carnall reafo 


herein: Let us conſulr our counſels with our ont 
hearts. 


"Its bad to ſay withthe worldling, I will but pro- 
vide ſo many Portions, and obtaine ſuch a proportion 
'of Land, then I will reſt, and ſerve the Lord ; lct us 

not firſt ſceke our ſelves,then the Lord : its.no part 
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of true Faith,'o trie what the Lora will do 
i we doe t 


wW 


hing for him g-and its no 
iledome, to truſt our t.carts till then : for they tor 
_ coole inthe meane time, but are ſubject co (c- 
verall mutations, from tempiations arifing our of the 
alterations of ourconditions. In a wore, while the 
Magiſtrate makes fences for his owne Covernment, 
let him make {ome for Chrifts,and let not his Church 
lye ſo open, his Lawes ſo looſt,and 1cadir for [poile 
and defilement ; leaſt God pull downe the hedge of 
the Magiſtrates terricories, and rayſc up another Ma- 
eiſtrate,that will take care of his owne, 
4. The Common-wealt hs peace cannot be fine, 
without the Churches peace;if the Church be toſſed 
upon the waves, the Common-wealth cannot be in 
a calme : but when ſhe rides under a tullſayle,and all 
her men aRing in their ſevera)l ofhces and places, its 
a figne that then the Civill Government is well, and 
ſertled,or wilt be ſo. How-cver, no'permanencie to 
Peace, while there is no aſſured and reall eſtabliſh- 
ment of Religion. Saith Jehu ; What peace, while 
the whoredomes of thy Mother Jezebel are ſo great © 
While Iſrael ungratcfully negleQed the Houſe of 
God, after her deliverance , God had other ſecret 
judgements to cat our her comforts, and to make her 
libertic more miſerable then her captivitic, 
Now there is a Negative Peace, when the Mapi- 
ſtrate, as a third man, interpofes- himſelfe betwixr 
jangling partics, and by his power abates differen- 
ces ; this is well, but this will not long continue : the 
ſevcritie of a Judge may make the high- way ſo plain 
= 4 and; 
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rexrups it; againe... Now there 45:4 
where there ate holy and ſure 
ation and.unitie layd for the:C to'walke by,its 
' probable then to be One indeed, and/a real Peace 
cſtabliſht.. Quiba ſparitwe wigs ejt , ons fr anmmas 
& ſenſu, Cypr. in OrahiDom.. inwhom there may be 
oneſpiric, onc minde, one tacaning;: lurcly;to have 
oneway in generall to walke by, 1s-the-next way to 
reduce menunto it. A.greatPolititian was in judge- 
ragar;; thatit behoveda Common-wealth ro have 
but one Chucch in it,wbich is ducflly, conduRtiveto 
civill Peace, Wee all -defire toffee this. liberall and 
beautifull Queene, Peave ,-to be Ragent amongſt us, 
and 19 d ys to beat out our Drum» 
PER wards;imto Plough-ſhares.:But doeſt chou 
this farthy ſelfos ſoa-daes many;:.| forthe pub. 
lique* that's more-:noble : for God? that's Cheidti. 
atk; Th eſti; axle k for Gods ſake z/hatonely. 
as the cf t cauſe 4nd: (1h nnkfoof bd. 
Rowing & 08-u$ /but-as the. final] canſe,,0n which 
thouwouldbeſtbw ic. 1+ | 2 
Pray for the peace of Jermſalem , they ſhall proſper 
that love 1t, Jan acer Was thedchiate (Gitir,nad piade 
ofjuſhice 3 Jexyalpmewas be ohicio place of wor. 
peace of bath; pray out of worltly and ardentatiefti- 
ongtrom-a fincere and: ehitice heart, defiring to-fce 
Sion in heebgautie, andthefe tcarcs of diviſion, ol 
| ite lofle, 
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_ loſſe, of 

praycrsarc 
alas! what love men beare to Sion, their faint and 
very wiſhcs for peace doc too much teſtifie! How- 
ſoever pray for it , thy prayers may counter-worke 


others endeavaurs. Therefore we pray for Magi- 


F 


ſtrares,a$ our OY ſubj<Rs, as Rulers over us, 
and Nurfes of Sion; both Magiſtrates & people pray 


for Sion, becaule they all are, or ovght to be her 
ſubjects, and to lay all they have at hcr fect, to 
ſcrve her ; And let them know, that [ſuch as out of 
pure affection pray for her , ſha proſper. Here is 
the encouragement of all, they ſhall proſper, &c. 
Men may pray for peace , and not love the peace 
of 840m, nay be inward cncmics unto it, theretore 
they proſper not, Men never fawn the Promiſe 
the excellency of Szow, what is foretold of it, there- 
fore neither pray for, nor love it , theſe proſper 
not likewiſe. Burt it the private man would proſper 
inthe Shop, the Field , the Family : if the Mini- 
ſter would proſper in his Calling among his people, 
or the Magiſtrate in the adminiſtration of his Go- 
vernment - lcr them love the peace of 7eruſalem, 
let that love breake into the flame of deſires, and 

ray forit. And ler the God of peace, for Chriſt 
bis Sons ſake the King of Peace, and head of his 
Church, ſend down his Spirit to guide the hearts 
of all his people in tie way of Peace, that ſo his Je- 
ruſalem here below may be reſtored ro her glory, 
that is now introuble, {mes. | 


FINIS, 


a ” 
ey x Ho 


oud, ro be wiped off; ſure ſuch* 
full, and will be moſt like to ſpeed : but 
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